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Christmas rise in drink-driving revealed as bogus 


Jmh Bennetio 
and David Garfinkel 

Motorias across Britain did heed the 
Government's anti-drink driving 
message this Christmas despite re- 
ports that the 1996 campaign was a 
flop, according to a survey carried out 
by TheJtuiependcnt. 

• A study of the 43 police forces in 
E nglan d and \l\^les suggests fewer 
people were drK'ing w^e over the 
limit during the festive period. This 
finding direcUy contradicts the po- 


lice's disclosure at the beginning of 
the month that the number of drunk 
drivers caught rose 18 per cent 
compeared with last year. But because 
of a new policy by the Association 
of Chief Rilicc Ofiicers. who control 
the statistics, forces no longer pro- 
vide figure for the number of breath 
tests carried out during Christmas 
and therefore no direct compaiison 
can be made. 

However The Independent has 
obtained figures from 19 forces 
which reveal that 23 per cent more 


motorists were tested this year. This 
means that last year 47 out of every 
1,000 drivers tested were over the 
UmiL coinpared to about 43 per 1 JlOO 
this Christmas. 

Critics of the police's new system 
have suggested that chief constables 
may be deh*berately exaggerating the 
drink-drive problem in an attempt 
to gain greater pou'ers to stop and 
breathah/se motori.sts. 

Edmund King, head of camp aig ns 
for the motoring organ isation RAC 
said: “1 would like to fhiok the rea- 


son behind this mess was incompe- 
tence on the part of the police and 
not an undercover pipy. It might he, 
however, that they are pushing for 
a fowering of the li^t and their find- 
ings might pul pressure on the De- 
partment of Transport to do so." 

77ie Independent asked all 43 
forces in England and V^^Ies for the 
number of tests completed during the 
Christmas period, but only 19 pro- 
vide details. In Staffordshire the po- 
lice tested more than twice as many 
drivers but only arrested an extra five 


motorists. Ov^'ent, Deit^hire. Cum- 
bria. and Dorset, al^ had big in- 
creases in the number of tests. 

Most of the remaining 24 forces 
no longer keep figures, while a 
handful refused to disclose them. A 
press officer on one force. did not 

want to be identified, said: ‘This uiiole 
thing is nonsensical. 1 couldn't bcli^ 
it when we w'ere sent the instructions 
on collecting the drink drive figures. 
The results arc a farce - you are not 
comparing like with like so it creates 
a totally false picture." 


Up until the Christmas period of 
1995 all forces collated the number 
of tests as well as the total of mo- 
torists who were over the limit Bui 
two years ago ACPO decided ihai 
England and Wiles should in future 
only record the number of positive 
tests and accidents in which drunk 
drivers were invoKed. 

An ACPO spokeswoman said; 
“From our point of view we are onh’ 
imerested in the drivers who are over 
the limit - the people who are 
driftking and driving. 


The Department of Tran^n de- 
nied ihai ACPO had been delibcr- 
i^tely misleading with their findings. 
A spokesman said; “They have pre- 
'feoled the same results at the same 
tune year on year. If only one per- 
son is caught, that is one person too 
many. Our job is to gel down the 
number of aandents. deaths and in- 
juries on the rnads caused bv drink 
driving." A Home C^ce spokes- 
woman said that it was up to police 
chiefs to decide which figures to 
collect and publish. 
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Colin Brown 

Chief Polrb'cal Correspondent 

Ibay Blairyesterrkw pledged to 
drive through higher standards 
in education with the same zeal 
as the Ibries pursued trade 
union reform in the Eighties. It 
will te “no holds barrra, this is 
my passion," he said. 

An education Bill imposing 
strict guidelines on homework 
and standards in schools would 
be the priority for the first 
Queen's Speech, the Labour 
leader said yesterday. He also 
announced that Chris Wood- 
head, the Chief Inspector of 
Schools, would keep his job if 
Labour won the eiection, in 
spite of hostility from teachers 
he has criticised. 

Beginning the second week 
of the pre-election campaign. 
Mr Blav stole the thunder of ed- 
ucation ministers who are due 
to announce tomorrow new 
govenunent guidance on home- 
work which will stop short of 
prescribing the amount that 
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I ‘ schools should set their pupfis. 

1- ButMrBlair'sTefiisaliocom- 

I mit Labour to higher spending 

to pay for hw plans for ediK2- 
■ v:' tion on BBCl s »w*h 

V . Frost prograinrae failed to (xm- 

Vince some ofthe teaching tra^ 

•-" unions that it would tat^e the 

i crissofmorateintbepiotooo- 

The Tories face a difocM 
^ " u-eek. with Eddie Gwra, the 

U Governor of the Bank of Eig- 

i: ■ land, esp^^^ted to pr^ 
Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, 

r- for an increase in interat rates 
1 / at their meeting on We^esday, 
r following continuing signs that 

the Christmas shopping Spree'S 

/'• fuelling inflation- Tory MPs re- 
turning to the fray at Wesuiun- 
- ’ sier today after their Chnsonas 

[■ Sllia face 

Labour ambushes on Common 
it votes with “pairing suspend^ 
Bui yesterdays announce- 
mem rmsed fresh 
r about Labour's tM and spenj 
Kaiis.Uberal Democrat ed- 
iv SSooo spokesman Don Foster 


said: “Labour's commitments to 
our public sennees cannot be tak- 
en seriou^ while they contin- 
ue to act like frighten^ rabbits 
caught in the Ibiy headU^ts 
every time tax is mentioned. It 
is hi^ time Labour put its mon- 
ey v^ere its mouth is.” 

“'There is a huge credibility 
gap between Ibny Blair's desire 
to improve standards witbout 
putting up the additional mon- 
ey” Nigel de Grudiy, general 
secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation of SchiMlmasteiVUnion 
of Women Teachers, said. 

Referring to Labour’s pro- 
posed wmd^ taxonpubfa'c util- 
ities, the Association of leadters 
and L^urers said: “The edu- 
cation service at present is. 
threadbare. What it needs is a 
windfall on resources." 

Brian Mawhinne^, the Tory 
Party chairmao, ^d Labour 
councils were ^(ing to put Mr 
Blairs promises into practice, 
“iliat's not passion - that’s 
bypocri^," he said. 

The labour leader insisted 
that improvements could be 
achieved without increasing 
taxes to pay for higher spend- 
ing commitments. Home and 
school contracts between par- 
ents and schools would cost 
nothing, he said. Labour is 
committed to reduce dass sizes 
for all five-, six- and seven^ar- 
olds by scrapping the assisted- 
places scheme. 

“If at the end of five years we 
have made a definable differ- 
ence to the way children are ed- 
ucated in this country, we will 
have done something of which 
we can be proud.^ 

Labour sources .said that at 
least 30 minutes homework 
would be expected for pri/s&iy 
school chfldren between the 
ages of seven and eleven years, 
and 90 minutes for secondary 
pupils. National Lottery mon- 
ey would food homework cen- 
tres for childrgn unable to study 
at home. And there would be 
summer literacy schools. 

. Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
taiy of State for Education, said 
onGMTVyesterday:*Thepro- 
p«ab trailed by Mr Biair are re- 
dundant because ^of them are 
in hand." 

The Labour leader also con- 
firmed lhaf plans will go to the 
pa^s ruling national executive 
Ihfc; month, which the left fear 
could turn the annual c^er- 
ence into a rally and strip the 
free of some of its powers over 
policy making. In spite of grum- 
Wing from the left, the changes 
are part of a strategy for gov- 
ernment which the Labour 
leadership believes shows that 
ihty are determined to hold on 
to power for a second term, if 
they win the election. 



The wredcage of the MIlan-Rome esqirese train in which at least seven people died yesterday after it hurtled off the track into electricity pylons. The aeddent occurred as ttie train 
rounded a curve just outside the station at Piacenza, 40 miles from Milan. At least 60 were injured Photograph: Reuters 


Now Bransrai’s rivals 
get a sinking feeling 


IMBchaei Streeter 

Another balloon, another take- 
off, another failure. 

A rival attempt to go one bet- 
ter than Ricba^ Branson and 

non-stop in a balloon around 
the world ended abruptly hours 
after lift-off yesterday when 
the two i^ls were overcome by 
gas.- Hie pair were rescued 
from the Mediterranean Sea off 
the French coast where they 
were forced to ditch the craft af- 
ter kerosene fiimes leaked into 
the cockpiu The foSure of the 
men, one Swiss, one Belgian, 
pgnip just five days after Mr 
Bryson's own attempt ended 
over the Algerian desert onfy 19 
hours into the flight. 

Unkind observers wondered 
whether the presence of the 
businessman at the Swiss Alps 
launch of the latest flight may 
have doomed it to failure. 


But just a few hours before 
the take-off at Chateau d’Oex, 
Mr Branson iiisistcd:“They are 
very determined and although 
my son said he wants them to 
get 99 per cent of the way 
round the world tonight I wish 
they go 100 per cent around.” 

And after their unscheduled 
descent, the Vir^ boss qrm- 
natbised with their plight “I 
know only too well how they 
must feel" 

The Xlm British-built 
Breitlaig OrhUer baiioon hit the 
sea yesterday around six hours 
after a near-perfect lift-off in 
Switzerland. It had hoped to 
take advantage of the same 
jetscrcam winds that Branson 
had sought to propel it on its 
record-breaking voyage. 

But disaster struck when 
kerosene leaked into the sealed 
cockpit of the helium-filled bal- 
loon after just a few hours. Al- 


though pilots Bertrand Piccard 
and Wim V^rstnielen quickly re- 
paired the leak, they started to 
feel ill from the fumes. After 
their helicopter rescue the pair 
were taken to a medical centre 
near Montpellier, southern 
France, for treatment, before re- 
turning to Switzerland. 

The second faQurc in under 
a week underlines just bow 
hard, dangerous and expensive 
the challenge Ls, but Mr Bran- 
son said the quest would con- 
tinue: “The race is now still on 
and Tm sure both us will be back 
again later this year, having 
learned from our difficulties. 

A third attempt could be 
made soon. The American 
Steve Fossett was awaiting a 
change in conditions in Si Louis, 
Missouri, where his Cameron- 
buill balloon was also trying for 
a launch at the weekend. 

Photograph, page 2 


QUICKLY 


Cremations freeze 

A high death rate and the bad 
weather is causing cremations 
to be delayed by up to three 
weeks. I^ge 3 

oeace party 

Mohamed al-Riy^ the owner 
of Hanods, is funding a new po- 
litical organisation to promote 
the crusade against the “culture 
of violence". Page 5 
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computing faxing imaging - - copying printing 


Canon 


Unbelievably, for the first 


time ever. Canon are offer- 


ing their best selling Copier 


copiers 

I at 50% off. A saving of over 


Fifty million pennies from heaven 


latest 

feature, 

50 % 

reduction 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

What do you do if vast quanti- 
ties of someone else's money 
rain from skies eaity one morn- 
ing on to the street where you 
live. If the overwhelming reac- 
tion of one rundown district of 
inacr-dty Miami is anything to 
ep by, the answer is ^ple. You 
iL 

llie miracle happened last 
Wednesday. A Brink's ar- 
moured truck, can^g $3.7m 
(£12m) in bags of banknotes, 
coins and foodstamps. crashed 
on a motorway overpass, send- 
ing part of its’eontents spilling 
over the parapet and down an 


embankment, on to the im- 
poverished pavement of North- 
west 17th street. 

Not .«!urprisiDgly, word • 
flashed around in an instanu and 
when police arrived a few min- 
utes later, residenut and passcis- 
by had alre^ scooped up vast 
quantities of the manna from 
heaven. In their efforu to get 
the money bade, the Miami po- 
lice at first appealed to human- 
kind’s better instincts. Then 
they offered an amnesty, 
promising not to prosecute any- 
one who returned the cash 
within 48 hours. The deadline 
e^ired on Saturday, by which 
time just three people had 
handed anything back. 


One was an 11-year old bc^ 
who turned 85 cents over to his 
teacher. Another was a fire- 
fighter who gave a policeman an 
unopened bag he found under 
a bush, stuffed with $330,000 in 
cash. The real samu though, was 
a single mother of sfr children 
called Faye McFadden, who 
returned $19.53 in coins she had 
collected. “I wanted to set a 
good example for the kids." 
That however was it Still miss- 
ing is an estimated $500,000. 

But for a city rife with crime 
and public corruption, and crip- 
pled by a $68m budget deficit 
the rights and wrongs of the tn- 
cideni are anything &t clearcuL 
“Which is more moral,” asked 


one resident “to return the 
money and leave your children 
impoverished - or maybe send 
tiiem 10 college and enrich the 
family for generations,?” An- 
other, Gus Flagg, complaining 
how be missed out because he 
was asleep at the time, was 
blunter. 

“We desetve a liuie some- 
thing. And it landed in people's 
gardens, man. Whai do you 
expect them to do?" 


£1A0Q It only lasts until the 


end of January So if you want 


to make the most of this half- 


price offer, get a Canon while 


you can for more information 
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Delays cause cremations crisis 


Christian Wobnar 


A recent and unaq)luned surge 
in the death rate is causing 
three-week dela>’s in crema- 
tions in parts of South ^t 
England, particularly in KenL 

V^le there is generally an 
increase in the death rate dur- 
ing the winter months, one un- 
dortaker said the hi^ death rate 
“was qwte extraordinary and 
impossmie to explain*'. 

The delays are particularly 
marked in Kent where some 
people who died over Christmas 
will not be cremated untU 
next week. Dominic Maguire, a 


spokesn^ for the National 

Association of Funeral Direo 
Xots, said that the difliculties 
to happen most years** 
m difEerent places around the 
rountty. Last year, he said, 
there were long bacldogs in 
Glasgow in the winter because 
of a flu outbreak, but the cur- 
rent problem Is not a result of 
an raidemic. 

Indep&idm contacted 
several directors in Kent 
and found that the average de- 
lay was two weeks. WhQe one 
Anera] ditector mentioned the 
flu, most were unable to explain 
the increase in business. John 


W;ir, who runs the eponymous 
family undertakers in the Med- 
towns, said: “At one of the 
loi^ crematoria, you couldn't 
get a place untfl 28 January. 
Tbeie e no doubt tiiat funeral 
directors and cremaiona across 
Kent and in parts of south 
LondtHi are very busy." He 
se^ there was uo pattern to the 
deaths, with flu only having a 
marginal impacL 
Another foneral direaor, in 
Maidstone, said: It's been aw- 
ful this past week. People are 
having to take sIms at 9 JO in the 
mornu^ or four in the after- 
noon, which is awfol for them." 


Hiere are also backlogs of bod- 
ies in Surrey and parts of south 
London and the recent cold 
weather is likely to further 
exacetbate the problem. 

Mr Itfbguire saui that the 
number of slots in crematoria 
was limited and was tailored to- 
wards an average niunber of 
deaths. Any unexpected in- 
oease led to delays. are not 
undu^ concern^ although we 
sympathise with the relath^ 
who want to get on with their 
lives,” he said. 

Fortunately, modern equip- 
meot, such as (figging machm^ 
ensure that people can be 


buried de^he the cold weath- 
er, but Mr Weir says there is 
veiy little call for burial tiiese 
dsns, whh on)^ about 15 per cent 
of bodies bemg buried rather 
than cremated. 

■ The re-use of old graves is 
proposed today in a report 
which elaiTns burial space in 
London could run out in nine 
years unless urgent acdou is 
taken. 

In some areas of the capital 
there is already no room and the 
dead have to buried in other 
boroughs. The problem is par- 
ticular acDte in the Qty of 
London, Hackn^, Islington, 


Lewisham, Kensington and 
Chelsea lower Hamlets. 
Even in the onter suburbs, 
some boroughs will run out of 
space by 2016. 

And the report, commis- 
siooed by the Londtm Planning 
Advisoxy Committee, the Gty 
of London Co^ration and 
the Confoderation of Burial 
Authorities, says die situatiem is 
most acute for Muslims, for 
whom onfy five years of grave 
^ce is in inner London. 

%‘conliast Roman Catholics 
and'Jew^ because of pravKion 
by their letigjous orynisations. 


have DO teal problems. 


Hero’s 


welcome 
for saved 
sailor 


Robert MUIBcen 

Fremantle 


Tony BuUimore, the British 
yachtsman rescued in the 
Southern Ocean last Thursday, 
was due to arrive in FremanUe 
^Vbstem Australia eaify to(^ to 
a hero's welcome. 

Mr BuUimore. 56, and Thier- 
ry Dubois, 29, a French yachts- 
man, were aboard the 
Australian navy frigate 
Adelaide, which rescued them 
both from the ocean 1.600 mQes 
south west of Perth where their 
yachts capsized in mountainous 
seas a week agp. 

A tumultuous welcome 
awaited Mr BuUimore and the 
Frenchman, from large crowds, 
the Austral^ government and 
military officims. But after a 
press c^erenoe, Mr BuUimore 
was ejqiected to be taken to hos- 
iitai for cu^gen treatment to 
,elp his wounds heal 
Mr BuiUmore's remarkable 
survival after four days in the 
darkened buU of his upturned 


t 


yacht, the Exide ChaHenger, has 
left him with frostbite in 


in his 

hands, nose and feeL He lost 
part of one finger during his or- 
deal, and is in danger of 
losif^ another. 

His wife. LaleL and family 
members were due to ify into 
Perth this morning to be 
reunited with Mr Builimare 
after the official welcome. 

Raydon Cates, theAddaide’s 
ra ptnin said that Mt BulUmore 
had defied the ship’s doctor’s or- 
der to rest during the ttuee-dkiy 
vr^Fase to Fremantle. He was 
un^le to contain himselt" said 
Captain Gates. 'He just want- 
ed to walk around thanldngthe 
crew aU the time." 

■ The seardi for the fourth 
casualty of the Vendee Globe 
ringleiianded round-the-woiid 
race, French Canadian Geny 
Rou^ was abandoned y^er- 
day, Stuart Alexander writes. 

llie 43-year-oId, from Mon- 
treaL who won the monobull 
dass of 1996 Europe 1-Star 
sin^ehanded transatlantic race 
from Fb^mouth, Devon, to New- 
port i^ode Island, has not 
been picked up by the Frencfa 
Algos sateUite position logging 
^em since last Tuesday. 

All attempts to communicate 
with him by radio and fax have 
foiled. No distress beacon has 
been logged by any of the 
emergency services. 

The contrast with the sucxxss 
of piddog up Mr BulUmore and 
Mr Dubois by the Australian 
Navy, and the rescue of 
Raphael DinelU. another 
French yachtsman, fellow 
British competitor I^te Goss, is 
being sorely felt at the race 
hea(^uartem in Paris. 

“Anything could have hap- 
pened and we have to be opti- 
mistic," said race originator 
and organiser Philippe JeantoL 



Sl^ high: The Breitling Orbiter flying over Gniyere in the Swiss Alps, it had to ditch because the crew vi«re overcome by gas 
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Teachers wary of Labour’s reforms 


Lucy Ward 

Education axrespondent 


EducatiooisCs and union leaders 
yesterday warned that an 
mcoming Labour govenuneol 
would need to tacitie the crisis 
of morale among teachers if 
education reforms were to 
succeed. 

Responding to the an- 
nouncement the Labour 
leader, Tony Blair, that an ed- 
ucation Bill would be his par- 
ty’s priori^ legislation, th^ 
said the pioposw paid coo lit- 
tle attentioa to teachers' weari- 
ness of change and renewed 
warnings that Labour would 
have to commit more resources 
to the changes a realiQF, 

Professor Peter Mortimoie. 
director of London University’s 
InstiOJie of Educatkm, said more 
moiKy was needed to back up the 


Crisis of morale and recruitment are identified as 
priorities in profession weary after decade of change 


park's warm words. He said: 
“This will be mucb more oqn- 
if it is acoorr^xuiKd by 
(titional resources. Just saying it 
is a priority is not enough.” 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secret^ of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters/ 
Union of Women Ihachers, 
said that his members would 
welcome moves to reduce class 
sizes and introduce headteach- 
ers' qualifications. But Mr Blair 
foiled to realise how refbon- 
wea^ teachers were. “Without 
additional resources a lot of the 
reforms be proposes are pie in 
the sky. Many of them require 
improvement in teachers' 
m(^e, and that is not going to 


come cheaply. We require bet- 
ter condition^ better ^y. over- 
aD mom trust and lesworidoad” 
Labour’s confirmation that 
the controversial Chief Irupec- 
tor of Schools, Chris Woodhead, 
di^ed by many in the educa- 
tion establishment, would keep 
his job if the party won the elec- 
tion indicate that it intended 
to continue the present gov- 
ernment’s policy of interfering 
unduly in schools' activities, 
Mr de Gruchy said News that 
Mr Woodhead. best knowm for 
declaring that 15.000 teachers 
should be sacked for incompe- 
tence, is to slay will do little to 
raise morale. Ho^'ever. Labour 
sources yesterday insisted that 


in recent months the chief in- 
spector bad shifted towards a 
coofroDtational stance more 


in tune with the party’s view that 
edsuppe 


teadiers needed support as weD 
as presure to improve. 

David Hart general secretary 
of the National Assodation of 
Head Teachers, said an incom- 
ing Labour government would 
have to address the cris'is of re- 
cruitment and morale. He said: 
“Teachers are thoroughly sick 
and tired of bein^ battered by 
... perpetual critic!^ and by b^ 
ing e:q>ected to deliver higher 
and higher standards with less 
and less resources." 

Educationists echoed union 
leaders’ calls for a change of 


style in education poliqy-mak- 
in^ switching a top-down ap- 
proach for a stronger 
parmeiship with schools and lo- 
cal authorities. Professor Mor- 
timore sai± “I welcome the 
commitment to education, but 
warn both main parties ibai th^ 
need to handle education mat- 
ters rather more sensitively 
than in the past Teachers feel 
pushed and pulled around." 

Binningbam’s chidf educa- 
tiOD ofticer. Professor Ttm Brig- 
house. condemned the practice 
of “legislation followed by cir- 
cular" from central government 
which sapped teachers' energy. 

Speaking on BBC Radio 4 
yesterday. Labour's education 
spokesman David Bhinketr in- 
sisted that “success will lift 
morale as teachers know they 
are valued in doing the job of 
lifting standards”. 


MEflor hopes to head off sceptics at the pass 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


As he pre{»red to head up the 
Khyber Pas today. John Major, 
caine under sniper fire from his 
Tory rebels for suggesting that 
he may have “unlocked” the 
European problem for the 
Tories. 

The Prime Minister, speak- 


ing to journalists aooompatrong 
his trip to India and Pafdsian. 
clearly had his mind on the is- 
sue allegedly suU causuig him 
sleepless nights at home. 

He confided in the tiavellmg 
party that he beb'eved he knew 
how to resolve the question of 
“flexibiliw" - the troubled at- 
tempt to find a way of allowing 
EU member states to progress 


in some policy areas at differ- 
ent speeds. “Yes, I can see a 
of udockiag it," he said. 

Mr Major a^ed: “We still 
have to negotiate our way 
through. But I cun see how it 
can be done. I will endeavour 
to see it is done in the discus- 
sions over the next few 
months." It may have been the 
currv. or the heal, or Ixith. But 


the “key" to unlocking the mys- 
teries of flexibility was seen as 
nothing more than a mirage 
back home by Tory Euro-scep- 
licMPs. 

Bill Cash warned it would 
lead to appeasement. He said: 
“'Vfe s(^ the pass at Maastricht 
Treaty agreeing that we 
would never veto the other 
member states from going 


ahead, while taking an opt-out 
ourselves. This is creating fed- 
eralism. not stopping it." 

But Mr Major was atfomank 
“I think 1 will be able to make 
progress with that. yes. I doubt 
that progress will be finalised 
until Amsterdam. U is likely, as 
it was in MaasnichL, it will all 
come together in the endgame, 
I would guess.” 


significaat shorts 


Labour will Accused 


banfiHeign 

danatkms 


nurses see 
Iheirfemilies 


Foreign donwons to British 
political parties will be 
outlawed under Labour’s 


plans to dean up party 
fondin& Tony Blair made 


dear. 

Labour says foreign donors 
contributed £lSm to the.Tbiy 
war dhest before the last - 


el ec tff*"- Asil Nadir, the 
fugitive head of the collapsed 
Polly Pe(± empire, has given 
to the party. 


Mr Blair reaffirmed his 
m mmi tment tO press for 
ftinriing to be reviewed by the 
Nolan Conunittee on public 
standards. “We believe there 
is a very strong case for 
mg Icing filial the funding of 
parties from 
abroad,” he said on the 
BBC's Bratlfast with Frost. 
QdinBrofm 


-Two British muses acensed oi 
nnirdering a ccdle^e in 
Saudi Arabia were reunited 
their families at a police 
stationyesterd^.'. . 

' LuclUe McIiauchlHi,^- 
from Dundee, and 
PaijYj 41, from^ton^'i. 
Hampslte who h'avebeR^ 
jail for three 

separate meetii^.W^^^ 
fgmilies at.DanunaftC^he.',.;' 
Foreign Office said.>’^- ..V.;? 

Stan and Arm - . ■ - ■ 

McLauchlan, frost l>aqtlee, 


.fecksanathome 

inSootiand 


... rLauchlanwasmleaiai^:;. 
they went throu^ 
airport on Satur^. • 
Relatives of Mis 
were thou^ to hay^gj^!^ 
the same flj^t. Theninses^ :; 
were initially said todrave .. 
admitted Idfling 
<^OTd but then retiac^el * 
the confessjohs. 
foce the death penalfy..'.r^;y ' 


Mkhael Jackson has spent 
two days in Scotland looking 
for a c^e to buy and m^e 
his home. The pt^ singer was 
reported to be particularly 
interested in Znvertrossacdis 
House, 10 mfles from 
CaDander, said to be for sale 
at £500,000 . Another 
contender is thou^t to be 
£550,000 Glemnayne House 
sitting in 14 acres near 
Galashiels in the Borders. 

Insiders with the entourage 
said Jackson wants to raise 
the child he and his wife, 
Debbie Rowe, are ejqiecting 
in the clear Srottish air. 

Jackson visited Stirling 
Castle, which is not for ^e, 
and slopped off at the town's 
McDonald’s to buy “value 
meads” for him and his staff, 
though he st^ed at a four- 
star hotel on Loch Lomond. 


fin* gill, 9 




A h^ search was bdmi^; 
carried out yesterday 
nine-y^-old girl ^ 

since &turd^ nKxntit^^ . 
More than idO 
police officers were ifa^i|||d' 
in a search for Zoe iBvaic^- 
Warmiaster. Wntshtre.,*^ 


.--■sf-. 


Tray rebels 
talk peace 


Two Tory rebels who were 
angered by a govenunent 
d^isioD about a local 
bo^ital tod^ meet Stephen 
Dorrell, Secretary of State for 
Health. At least one could be 
bn.'tugbt back into the fold. 

Sir John Gorst MP for 
Hendon North, said last 
month that be was 
withdrawing cooperation 
from the Government 
because of the treatment of a 
casualty unit at Edgware 
Genera] Hospital. He will be 
joined at his meeting mtb Mr 
Dorrell by Hugh Dykes, 
Harrow East MP. who has 
been rumoured to be 
considering a similar protest 
Sir John said a firm enough 
pledge from Mr Dorrell could 
bring him back mio the fold. 
He was seeing the minister at 
the request of the Chief 
Whip. Alastair Coodlad. Mr 
Dykes said: “I think it wiU be 
a positive meeting.” 


Youth goes 
upinsmok^#^ 

Striking evidence that ^ 
smokers really do age filler 
has been fbu^ in asnuhrOf 
twins. Those vriio smoked 
were found to have skin im to 
40 per cent thirmer than their 
non-smoking brothers or 
sisters. are 

produced with s^e as the rion 
becomes thinner and nraie 
fragile. The new findings by 
doctors at St Thomas’ ^ 
HospitaL IxmdoD, 
demonstrate that smokrag 
hastens the process. 


Recordyear 
for air deaths 


Last year was the worst evef 
for air accidents. Flight 
Iniemadonal said that, 
excluding events caused by 
sabotage or hijack, 
commercial passenger and : 
cargo airlines suffered a 
record 57 fatal accidents and 
1,840 death^ compared with 
56 fatal accidents and U13 
deaths in 19^. 


Five share £10m 


Five winners shared a :^.8[D 


National Lottery jaclmot, 
£1,964.980 each/Tbe 


with £1,964.980 each. The 
winning numbers were 4, 11, 
16, 18, 35 and 43. The booDS 
number was 39. 
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the raw material for UK newspapeis| 
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New Year. New Technology. Old price. 









Dell have kicked off the new year with an 
outstanding offer. The Dell Dimension'' XPS M166s 
and its Intel 166MHz Pentium'^ Processor wtrii 
pen^iUlTI* MMX™ technology is now available for only £1.299 
(£1.555.70 inc delivery & VAT). And. for limited 
period only, well give you an extra i6Mb SDRAM for free. So you get 
the most advanced hardware with no advance in price. And because 
it comes with new MMX technology, if can run between 10% and 
20% faster under todays normal business applications. Call the 
worids largest direct PC manufacturer" today on 01344 724616 
and get this years technology at last years prices. 


oai DIMENSION XPS M166s BONUS BUNDLE 

• INTEL* i66MHz PENTIUM' PROCESSOR 

WTTR MMX TECHNOLOGY 

• IGMb SDRAM + EXTRA ISNb SORAN FREE 

• 512Kb PIPEUNE BURST CACHE 

• 2Gb aOE HARD DRIVE 

• STB POWERGRAPH 64 10 PQ GRAPHICS CARD; 

2Mb VIDEO MBIORY 

• IS'COLOUR SVGA MONITOR tI3.75'VIEWAR£AREA) 

• EIGHT SPEED CDROM DRIVE 

• MIO-SIZEO TOWER CHASSIS 

• INTEGRATED 1 fi-BIT SOUND AND ACS9Q SPEAKERS ’ 

• MICROSOFT* WINDOWS 95 & NS OFHCE PROFESSIONAL 95 



D^iL 



’ 16MB SDRAM 

WORTH £120 


'LIMITED PERIOD ONLY 




£U99 (£1,555.70 


'tii J-t i. I J Lt. 


inti, delivery A VAT) 




D 0 U 


TALK DIRECT TO THE NUMBER ONE. 


1 01344 724616 


Between 8am and 8pm we e kdays^ 10am to 4pffl Sat 


*Free otter Milable only on Dell Dimensien XPS H166s Boout Bundle di nme of purchase. “Source. IDC 
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news 


It’s not violence that Middle England 
won’t tolerate, it’s police snooping 



Front iine: Demonstratws watching as madiinery is destroyed at the bypass site at Newbury while, right, sheriffs officers remove a protester chained to a concrete block at Honiton, Devon 


Photographs: Justin LeightorVTIm Cuff 


As the operation to dean up 
bumt-out vebidcs began near 
her home yesterday, Josephine 
Carter, an anti-rbads protester, 
was feeling pensive. 

**1 was talking to my garden- 
er this morning and he was ask- 
ing me what it was like [on 
Saturday]. I told him, it’s like 
football crowds. Not all are 
hooligans, and yet that small 
number of people makes it 
seem so," she said. 

As pictures of balaclava'd 
agitators atop bunung vehicles 
were broadest protesters were 
omsideriDgwhat they saw as a 
new development in the battle 
for hearts and miods over the 
Newbury bypass. 

However, the nuddle-dasses 
who have thrown their support 


The clashes at Newbury will not deter affluent protesters, reports Jojo Moyes 


behind the protest are just as 
likely to be appalled by police 
tactics as the violence. 

in scenes reminiscent of the 
poll lax riots in 1990. a ralty on 
Saturday to mark the first an- 
niversaiy of the protest against 
the Nev^nuy bypass had erupt- 
ed in violence. Following a 
peaceful demonstration, hun- 
dreds of demonstratois bad 
sionned one of the contractor's 
compounds and set tire to of- 
Sees and equipment. 

The fali*out threatened to 
overshadow a peaceful protest 
in Devon yesterday, when 17 
anti-road protesters were ar* 
rested as sheriffs officers 


cleared the camp near Exeter, 
buQt in the path of a £65m road 
scheme, ’^king advantage of the 
fact that many protesters bad 
travelled to Nei^ury, 150 po- 
lice and sheriffs o&cers had 
swooped on the camp at Honi- 
ton, where 20 protesters had 
locked themselves into tunnels 
and bunkers. 

The organisation Friends of 
the Earth was among those 
who were quick to distance 
themselves £rom the violence at 
Newbury. Its spokesman, 
Charles Secrect, sai^ ‘'Burning 
oonstiuctibn machinery is tot^ 
counter-pnHiuctTve to the anti- 
roads campaign and Friends of 


the Earth condemn it utterly." 

“Scenes like these will dis- 
courage the millions in middle 
England who beh'eve in envi- 
rorunentaJ protection and who 
want the Government to do 
things differently." 

He was right to be con- 
cerned. Much of the publicity 
suiTOuoding the battle over the 
Newbury bypass has been 
gleaned from its bigb-profile, 
middle-class support. Figures 
such as Tracy wrd. the Mar- 
chioness of Worcester, and Bel 
Mooney, wife of Jonathan 
Dimblecy, have joined the 
protest and contributed to the 
sanitising of direct-action pol- 


itics, shifting hs image from the 
public perception of “dread- 
locks and dogs on strings". 

But tbe middle England of 
which Mr Secrett spoke 
appeared to be made of rtemer 
and more suspicious stuff. 

Elise Cope, 23. a business 
development manager, lives 
just outside Newbury. She left 
the rally after it had officially 
finished, she said, and was 
“horritied" to see the scenes on 
the television afterwards. 

“1 don’t think it was done by 
any of the local supporters. 1 
think it's done purposefully 
because we've been ^tting so 
much public support," she said. 


“it’s definitely done with the ra- 
tention of putting people off. 
Now the vast majority of peo- 
ple are reading the newspapers 
and saying ‘D/pical. violence', 
and I say irs not true. But we're 
not going to be able to prove it 
or stop it." 

Police, who made several 
arrests, were not able to com- 
ment on who they thou^t was 
responsible for tbe t^lencc 
but noted that tbe majority of 
protesters were “well-behaved". 

Jill Eiscle, a teacher who 
lives in Newburv. su^ested 
that the rally may nave b^n hi- 
jacked by a “rabble-rousing el- 
ement". as happened in the poll 


tax riots. If that were so, she said 
yesterday, it would be because 
local pouticians had stirred up 
feeling against the protesters. 

She said that the possibility 
of violence would not deter her 
from protesting against the 
road, which she had done for 
five years. But she admitted that 
there were many people who, 
having witnessed Saturday's 
scenes, might be less keen. 

“1 think there are people 
who are less committed. Cer- 
tainly there were people there 
who when they saw the crimi- 
nal damage occurring thought 
'Oh my God. what am 1 doing 
here?'. But the same token 


I think you could speak to any 
middle-class people there, who 
might well be offended by the 
tirebombing, but who will' also 
tell you tbe police were ex- 
tremely heaw-handed." 

She hud sjwken to a number 
of neighbours, and claimed that 
most of them vi’ere alarmed not 
so much by the violence, but 
the police presence in the town 
in tbe lead up to the anniveisaiy. 

“People nave been amazed at 
tbe potice presence in Newbury 
for the last week. They were 
filming everywhere, filming peo- 
ple as they were getting off the 
train." she said. “Middle-class 
people hate be^ filmed. More 
than anything. They find it very 
invasive, very offensive. Now 
that was vciy upsetting." 


Quiz reveals everything 
that you didn’t want to 
know about Channel 5 


WKchaei Streeter 

Welcome to the age of the 
Meobbrow. 

Such a person is intelligent, 
perhaps even academic, but 
abov’e all knows the answers to 
sorrteof the most press^ ques- 
tions of modern-day life. 

For example, which band is 
number one in the charts? 
(Spke Giriswitb “2 Become 1’]), 
where would you find Radio 
Five Live (693 and 909MW) and 
who presents Reatfy Steady 
Cook! (Fern Britton). 

If you know the answers to 
these and other similarly 
weighty questions, then you 
may just be the person Chan- 
nel 5 television is welting. 

The new terrestrial television 
station, due to start broadcast- 
ing at the end of March, has in- 
troduced written tests for job 

r applicants whidi involve knowi- 

less of Homer, than of 
Homer Simpson. (You have to 
name all five membere of tele- 
vision’s Simpson family, too.) 

Channel 5s rationale is that 
rather than simply testing gen- 
etal knowledge, they want to 
find out just how embedded 
prospective employees are m 
.modem culture. Their 

woman Danielle Naysaid; Its 

as much about attitude as ap- 
titude. Channel 5 is about plur- 
ring class and generauonal 
barriers, and not about beu^ up 
or downmarket, but about hav- 
ine a modem overview of iifc. 
She added; “The kind of ^ 
pie we're lookuig for are Tugfi- 
brow, lowbrow and m 
between. We're looking for 

‘mezzobrow*.” , ^ 

The m ff zw (definition: half or 
medium) person is also ex- 
pected to be able to name the 
five members of Spice Giris, 
know which television station 
•features topless darts, identify 

ihe two lead character Und 

their actors) from 
and recognise just whom Dawd 
Ginola. Viviana Durante and 
Andv Gomarsall are. 

I^rhaps most importantly, 
for a would-be TV person and 
the world of power-lunch^ 
apptois are asked lo name at 


The Mezzomind questions 


l.\WtiaVfe humfaerbnfrl^^^^ - . . 

;2.‘V!i^o.isJsrael> pmrie- 

ferti'owjriany are:^^ .. ' -v - 'T 

4* Who edfte'^ Sun? ■ / ; 

5; A/^ojwtrbte''. 

X^hPrint'e^ m Love (id La-Traviata Xc) A Brief History of Tlme i^:. The Great Gaisby. 
(eYHi^Hclelrty-ifiMoney- 

6; -.Vyhois ••••-■ • • • 

(aJ.ViyiaharDurante <b>.<3az Coornb^ (c) ^Ray Gardner ((f). D^d G'nlola (e):Aridy 
Gomarralt:''. 

7. Whois P^r ftoweil raarrieito?. , 

^What is fiisciwnectran; with Caron Keating? : 

S'. .On w.hat frequ^(^..w()uid you find Radio FTve Uve?- • . 

•9..^h .narrie.ail.ffye <)f the Sirnprori^^ 

What is ITV scheduling a^inst ft?: 

lOi Ndme the fDnQwihg.peQpIe;s other halves-for ^es)-and recent offspring. . 

^aM^ula Yates (b> Madonna ((i) lmran;Khan (d) Parnela Anderson 

IT. Who Sponsors Lfi^ue Dlyisibn One? ^ . 

12. .Who presents C3» 

13. ’.Whoorwhatfeah.agefrtprovocateur^^ . • ^ ii-: .: 

■i4. Name fis>e:C)6nran restaurants . 

15:- Where in tpndori 'would you find the Prada sh 

AnsH^ 11) SpIcb Girts - *2 fiecoinB V C) Benjamin Netenyartu t3) threa. (4) Stuart HiS^ ^ 

StepteT Hawklis(dJ.F Scott ntzgaraJd (e) Nick Horriby ift MbtIpl Anils (6aM^tenna Ibl 
fi^iteraa^' Ic) »^'03il«tlnrrtUKtor In a i^ngo ad (d> Newcastle laottioll player (a) ygungttt player in Ei^nd 
Turner.' His butiniBs partner is mafrieil toCamn lftating.(81. W3 and.BM Ji^ 
fiart^'Llsa and M48Bie;'&6rina TBe ^nuge VWieh (l<h) Mlrtiaal rtitchenea and Hiiwn* tiy jJjy. 

lucSteLw andloSS (c) jemima Goldsmith and Sulahnan ha (d) Tbmtny and fiian^(lll 

021 Fem'6rfttorf(13)'an.unden«eiraiapanda bwdfld) Mezza(Si^inDS,.TlieBWepfintCrt4ciitIna-.rtal 

.U nrrt tela'l^, Butitt's WtartC^ House or Kbenduffl (IS) SIpanrfitreet- 


.and a few from the viewers 


fn cheefv-has cqhie up with, a. ^questions 

for candidates about-Gha.nnef 5 .^ ., ; 

l.Vfffy.isHftthe-chanrid| already.Qn alr.aspronus^.l^ . A - 

2 Ob vre need anothw Revision station? 

g Why haven’t I had/imy video re-tunedyet? . . • ; 'V '■ • 


least five Tference Conran 
restaurants. 

Ms Nay, who confesses the 
questions reflect some of her 
personal tastes, said the 50- 
questiofl test had been “ph^ 
SomenaUy" useful since it was 
introduced last June. It had • 
helped identify people with a 
keen interest in modem culture 
and shown the more rounded 
candidates. 

On a more basic level, the 
questions had shown up some 
appalliog lack of knowledge of 
the television industry - such as 


the applicants, who did not 
know the name of the chief ex- 
ecutive of Channel 5 itself 
(David Elsiein). Many appli- 
cants had resided the exami- 
nation asa “ritual humiliation" 
and more thiui one had refused 
to take pan at all. 

There were also some amus- 
ing answers. When asked whom 
Lori Miles was. someone had 
descrit^ her as a porn acxress, 
another aated that she was a su- 
per model. Shu is, of course, 
editor of TV Quidc magaziae. 
And perhaps predictably at 


least one candidate was con- 
fesed as to Che authorship of 
Princess in Lave. “Wasn’t it one 
of Tblstc^’s relatives'.’" queried 
one. 

Orailie Parsons, managing di- 
rector of the television pro- 
duction comjjany Planet 24, 
which uses similar tests for 
graduate trainees, agreed with 
tbe philcsophy behind them. “I 
think if people are going to be 
working 'u television on infor- 
mation programmes then they 
should have a gcKxl idea of the 
popular culture agenda." 


Midland Bank p!c is regulated by the Personal Investment Authonty and only advi&es on tu own life assuiance. pensions and unit trusts. 
Jill is a ftciional character bur her stoiy is based on a leal Midland ciisromei BM/45 
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Meet Jill 


Everyone seems to offer advice 
on saving and investing. 

So |ni decided to get some advice 
she could irusi. 


Recently. Jill came into an inheritance - nm a 
fortune, but not a sum to be sniffed at either. 
Jill^ one problan, however, was what was the 
best thing to do with it. In terms of advice, her 
friends, her relatives and especially her 
neighbour, have made sure thai Jill's had 
suggestions coming out of her ears. That's why 
Jill arranged a meeting with a Midland Financial 
Ranning Manager. She knew she'd get all the 
i^ons in plain English. But the best thing was. 
according to Jill, that he didn't want her to sign 
anything. He just gave her. what Jill agreed, 
were some excellent suggestions and all the 
time in the world to think them over 


0800 100 160 
seBNttBdfiHKigl 
PlouingMnggeL 






'■lUi-linKli, 


For hirdier details please complete the coupon and send to: 

Midland Bank pk. Savings and Investing, FREB’OST BS4335, Bristol, BS1 3YX 
Name 


•••• 

Address 



MIDLAND 

Town 

County 


The Listening Bank 

Postcode 

Telephone 

iNDiyr 





iMmjwrHSBCCDGmg* Are you a Midland custoner? □ Yes □ No. Are yni haivy m receive irrformation from Midland in the future? p Yes pNo. 
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Built to 


SURVIVE 


CRASH 


"f 96 


(and '97 ’98...) 





business. Whether In the office, In transit, 




— wneiher In the office, m trans.*' 
or in the field. It has a magnesium alloy 


outer shell that is 20 times tougher than 


ABS plastic.* Yet is just as light as other 


notebook PCs. With both the hard disk 


and floppy drive protected from shock 


and vibration by our unique new Shlrato 


System. Furthermore, the latest cool- 


running Pentium processor eliminates the 


need for fans or vents. So the CF-25 is 


completely dust and water resistant. And 


it has the same specifications as other 


similarly priced notebooks. The Panasonic 


CF-25. Everything you expect from a note- 


book PC, but with added protection. For 



Panasonic 


Notebook Computers 


news 


Ulster talks resume amid air 


f-ess 

hitt 


of pessimism and violence 






Nationalist anger 
at IRA attacks is 
only good sign for 
authorities, reports 

David McKittrick 


Rjlitical (ato aie <bie to resume 
in Belfast to(% amid pessiniism 
aboQt both their proqiects for 
p rogre hs and the general secu- 
ri^ sitaadon, with the IRA 
seenung^ intent on 
its violence. 

A mortar attack on an RUC 
station in Kennanagh on Sat- 
urday caused no injuries but 
served to undeilMe thecondnr 
uing security threat. It was the 
lat^ in a series of IRA attacks 
which have resulted in 
increased security measures 
tiirou^ont Northern Ireland. 

One heartenmg sign for the 
authorities, however, lies in the 
fact that the IRA in Betfasc felt 
impelled at the weekend to 
warn menibeis of the public 

agama- gwring fnftfgTwatifwi tnrtu* 

poUce. 

A statement said; "Over the 
past number of weeks the 
Belfast brigade of the IRA has 
beomne aware that a number of 
people in the Belfast area have 
compromised opetations and 
jdac^ the lives of volunteers in 
danger. 

"These individuals have 
informed the RUC of the 
presence of volunteers in our 
area by phtme, even after our 
volunteers made it dear to 
them who they represented. 
The IRA win take action against 
anyone plac^ the lives of our 
volunteers in danger in this 
way.* 

'With a string of IRA attacks 
recently ending in failare, the 

^tanywt xA^mftp anther^Hait^ 

reports that the terrorist 
organisatitti is suffering from 
decreasing toleration of its 
viotent activides. This in turn 
provides evidence to support the 
theory that even some 
republican sympathisers 
strongly disapprove of the 
violence. 

While this in itself vdll 
certainly not be enou^ to turn 
the IRA away from- te muiism ,- 
it oonstitutes an ohinoiis warn- 
ing to republican leaders ftiat 

even in the ^lettos t^ cannot 
depend on automatic-support 
for their actions. 



Itie remans of the van used to launch the mortar attack on an RUC station at Ibmpo, Co Fermanagh. Mo one was hurt Photograph: Brian LitUa^ 


In Saturday’s attack two 
aiart3TS were fired ftom a van 
at an unmanned police station 
in the village oilempo. One 
landed on the station roof and 
the other in a yard, but neither 
ejqrloded. A number of people 
were in the vicinity at the time, 

TTiHtirfingriMl drgn talcing part m 

music lessons. 

A few hours eartier SDLP 
leader John Hume mid Sinn 
Fein president Gerry Adams 
had met fbr talks on the peace 
prooess. Fbin said later that 

although ihe tivo parties had iu)t 
agreed on an election fuct the 
two leadezs were determined to 
continue worldog tr^ther. 


This morning the SDLP, 
together wkb e^ght other parties 
and representatives of the 
British and Irish governments, 
will meet at Stormont to 
reconvene political talks which 
bad bMn adjourned over the 
Christmas period. 

One of the first items of 
business is expected to be an at- 
tempt ty the Bev Ian Paisley to 
have the fringe loya^ parties, 
the Ulster Democratic pai^ and 
the Progresshm Unioaists, ex- 
pelled from the talks. 

Although the parties insist 
that the loyalist ceasefire is still 
in force, security sources say the 
iDegal Ulster Defence Associ- 


ation, with which the UDP is as- 
sociated was re^Dsible for 
two car boobytrap bomb aoads 
on republicans. 

Mr Paisl^ has said that he 
intends to raise the issue with 
the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, and will take U to the 
prime minister if he does not 


receive a satisfoctoiy re^nse. 

Sir Patrick has studiously 
avofoed blamiiig the kyalsts for 
the two attacks, and it is clear 
that he and most of . the other 
parties will be agaii^i^move 
to have them ejected from the 

The talks themselves, mean- 


while. have generated much 
cynidsm among the public, the 
widespread perception being 
that thqr have made little or no 
progress since they started last 
June. 

ThQT remain dogg^ by the 
arms decommissioning issue. 
The main nationalist and 
Unionist parties - the SDLP 
and David Irimble's Ulster 
Unionists -have for some time ' 
been Involved in a series of 
meetings to find an agreed 
position on how the issue 
should be bandied 

So far success has eluded 
them, and mary believe the 
deadlock is unlikely to be 


broken this side of the general 
election. It is possible, however, 
that the chairman of the talks, 
the former US Senator George 
Mitchell, might act on his own 
initiative in mi attempt to move 
things forward 
There is as yet no formal 
agreement on ^en and bow 
the talks should be drawn to a 
close onoe the general election 
is called Most parties are anx- 
ioustofueservetheptesenifiir- 
mat in ^ hope that new life can 
be breathed into the process af- 
ter the election. They will thus 
probably try to find an arrange- 
ment foff the talks, to be sus- 
pended rafoer thati wound up. 
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Blair bullish 
over windfall 
tax threat 


polil 


Vie CtDPERATlVE RANK 




C/. 

* S * 

•• ' CtSPERATU'E BANK 



TRANSFER YOUR BALANCE FOR 


Dfane Ctqrle and C<Ai 
Brown 


The Labour said yester- 
day that privatued companies 
would have to pay a wmdian tax 
on their profits de^ite a new 
threat that a handftil of the 
finns, including Anglian Mbter 
and Eastern Electricity, might 
challenge the legality df die tax 
in Europe courts. 

Dismssiog the legal threat to 
Labour^s plans, Tony Blair said 
on BBCl $ Bratl^as with Frost: 
"There is not going to be a cash 
gap. 'Ws have had legal advice 
on this. That is veiy. very clear 
indeed. There is no doubt that 
the excess profits are there. " 

The Latxmr leader made it 
clear that he bdieved the tax, 
which could rmse between £3bn 
and £5bn, would prove a vote 



6Thereisiiot 
going to bea 
cashg^... 
there is no doubt 
the eszess profits 
are there? 


winner at the election, with the 
mon^ being allocated to a 
qiecial ftind^ tackling long- 
term unempkymenL 

Some of die water comp ani es 
who would pay bad beeu 
bought from atnoad, he said. 
The campaign a^inst the tax 
was being mounted partly by the 
Conservative Party and by the 
utflities, he added. 

A spokesman for the shadow 
Qiaocdlor, Gordon Brown, said 
l^al eiqXTts had advised Labour 
that the only real pos^tiliy of 


a dialleng e was throu^ the 
European Court of Human 


European Court of Human 
Riglrts in Strasbourg and this 
was unlikely to be able to pro- 
ceed. The Strasbourg court has 
alw^ been wary abwt ao^- 
ing rases that involve questions 
of national tax policy. 


Even if some electridy and 
water companies did go ahead 
with a challenge, tb^vrouUlsye 
to pay the tax in the roeantinK. 

Rmerrii^ to a report oom- 
misskraed ly Aims for Indus^. 
a right-wing group, which 
claimed that Labour was vul- 
nerable on legal grounds, a 
spokesman for Mr Brawn said: 
"Any codoeivable challenge un- 
der European law or the Eu- 
ropean convention would be 
utterly futile and a complete 
waste of time and money.” 

Any possible proceedings 
under European 1^ could tate 
more than a decade to reach a 
oooduaoo, during which the af- 
fected bu^esses would be li- 
able to pay the tax. 

Many of the privatised com- 
panies have aoo^ted ilmt tl^ 
wfli have to pay if Labour wins 
the genera] electioa. Some have 
started to make finamaal pro- 
vitions for it - ak»^ vntb the ex- 
tra tax levied in last Noven^jer’s 
^dget from changed rules for 
the deprec a tion of mvestment 
in long-liv^ assets. 

The privatised companies 
have started to concentrate 
their loblyu^ efforts on the far 
more important issues of regu- 
lation aro competitioa pdky 
under a Labour government. 
The amexmts of mon^ at stake 
in these areas ore far higher than 
the likely proceeds frc»s the 
windfall tax. 

Labour advisexsn^aid the lat- 
est sdvo over the tax as anoth- 
er stage in the campaign against 
it by a hard core of busmessmea. 
The paly's inientioa to intro- 
duce it if h wins tbe electkm was 
unshaken by the weekend report 

frcmi Aims for Industiy, writfen 
by two e mine nt lawyets. 

Alistair Darling, a Labour 
Treasury spokesman, said tui 
BBC R^o 4: "We are satisfied 
there is no possiHliiy of a sue- 
cessfo] c^enge is domestic or 
European law. We are also sat- 
isfiea there is no possibility of 
a cfaallei^ under the European 
codveation. People should un- 
deistand that the windfall tax is 
not up for negotiation; it is not 
up for grabs. We intend to leg- 
islate for it” 
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The great credit 












card sale. 


Xo 

annual fee 
ever 


Keep your 
ci'edh limit 


Apply fbr a Co-operative Bank Visa 
credit card and you can transfer 
your existir^ credit or score card 
balance at just 7.9% APR. This is 
the UK^ lowest balance transfer 
ram’. Ybu could be payirtg over 
double diac right now. 


Gold Card limit 
£3,000 minimum 


Two more amaapg guarantees: 
well never charge you an annual fee 
for your card, and well match your 
highest credit card limit. (Our Gold 
Card limit is £3.000 minanun).) 


The balance transfer rara ^ 
guaranteed till July *97, by whicfr.V j 
time you could save to £15dt^ 
After that date youVe looking 
competitive 1 9.5% APR varvriS 
for any remaining balance traii^^B 
from your existing card. Tb^r^P^j 
fbr any new card purchas^g^l 

21.7% APR variable. 4' - > 


You don^ have to bank v^th. : 
just call us froe. And che-iooher 
you do, the more you'll save.'- - ; 


Xo need to 
bank zvith us 


0800 99 5000 


LIMITED OFFER - APPLY NOW. CALL FREE 7 DAYS, 24 HOURS. QUOTING REF65I03 
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Dress up, drop in and 
hit the secret trail 


®^Phen Goodwill 

Heritage Correspondent 

If it works off ihe Rorida Kevs 
why not at WhiiJey Bay? Rxnn 
next spring divers will be able 
to follow Britain's first un- 
derwater nature trail, through 
the wrecks and marine life 
around St Mary's Island on the 
north-east coast. 

Free spirits might regret 
this under^ extension of the 
conscr\'ationists' rnania for 
directing visitors, but local 
divers seem as enthusiastic 
about the project as the World 
Wide Fund for Nature and 
English Nature. 

The two conservation bod- 
Ik and North ’^neside Coun- 
cil, which owns St Mary's, off 
Whitley Bay, are each putting 
£3,000 into a voluntary marine 
nature reserve around the is- 
land. At low tides, some 
80,000 people a year cross the 
cauttway the mainland 
to visit the disused lighthouse, 
peer into the rock pools or 
study the bird life. 

But the island is also pop- 
ular with divers. It is only 11 
miles firom the centre of New- 
castle upon Tyne and 


conservationists are con- 
cerned that the undersea re- 
serve might be damaged. On 
any storm-free weekend day 
from the April to October St 
Mary's attracts up to 30 divers. 

“^nie divers (riiviously pick 
up a few bits and pieces and 
take them home as souvenirs,” 
said Helen Ashwonh, WWFs 
re^onal organiser. "We are 
Hying to encourage that nol to 
happen. So it's an education- 
al project rather than tourist 
promotion.*' 

Divers will be able to take 
a waterproof t^niinaied card 
e;q)laining what can be seen 
along the trail. Hie water 
around St Mary's is idea] for 
novices • up to 10 m deep at 
high tide -with plenty to see. 

The main attractions are two 
wrecks, those of the Janei 
Gork, which sank on Chr^unas 
Eve in 1984, and the Coihen- 
burg City, a tramp steamer 
which hit the rocks and went 
down with 460 cattle in 1891. 
prompting the building of the 
lighthouse in 1898. 

Divers will be guided over 
the kelp forest and the sand- 
stone tormations. "It is spec- 
tacular. It is like being on a 



Special island: St Mary’s, whose surrounding 
waters contain a wide variety of natural 2ri:tractions 


Fayed 
funds new 
political 
crusade 


Jcrfin Rentoul 


Mohamed al-Fayed, the mil- 
liooaire owner of Harrods. is 
funding a new political organ- 
isation to promote the ernrade 
against the "culture of vio- 
lence” launched last year by 
Frances Lawrence, widow of the 
murdered headteacher. 

The new body, provisionally 
called The People’s Thist, plans 
to write to all candidates in the 
genei^ el^on in order to iden- 
tify a group of MPs in the new 
parliament who put "their con- 
sciences, their constituents and 
their country at the heart of their 

politics, rather than their parfy”. 
according to Christopher Graf- 
fius, organiser of the initiative. 

The trust is Mr I^d’s third 
vennire into politics recently, fol- 



Payed: ’Ethical’ politjcs__ 

Omsdan Ikmocrai, the news- 
paper of the Movement for 
hbristian Democracy. wh«* is 
also "pro-life" and campaigiis 
vigorou^ ageist screen ^ 
lence. Mr Graffius was general 

^reiaryoftheMovernemfor 

Democragf “““I the 

this month, when he ato 
S his job as assistant to 
Aten. ^ “pio-lifc'’ Liberal De- 

^.SfeipoolMo^ 

lev Hill- whose scat is to 
trocar at the elecnon. But 

the trust would not be 
^^cificaBy Oiristiaii, and wuld 

iDoraJ majontf 

daSSrT^Sgh V agen^ 

Sfd make sense to many m- 


mountain cliff side only you are 
underwater,” said KarlHolford, 
co-owner of The Diving Centre 
in Newcastle and a firm believ- 
er that trails on the north-east 
coast can be as good as those off 
the Florida Keys. "The sea life is 
prolific. Eveiinhing you have 
seen in the Caribb^n or the 
Mediierninean, this is as good at 
the height of the season.” 

Some of the fisb names are cer- 
tainly exotic. According to WWR 
divers might see leopard-spotted 
goby, fatberlasher fish and but- 
ter&h as well us shoals of mack- 
erel. There are also lobsters, 
sea urchins and sponges. 

Stephen Gregory, who man- 
ages the lighthouse, said some of 
the money would be spent on in- 
formation points on land about 
the marine reserve and other ed- 
ucational material "There are no 
statutory powers for marine na- 
ture reserves." Mr Gregory said. 
"You cannot assume everyone 
going diving is aware of the sen- 
sitivity of the environment. We 
arc trying gently 10 direct them 
- to get across a seashore code.” 



Jaws of England: A sea lion nibbles at the flippers of a diver on the new underwater nature bail off Whitley Bay Photographs: North Nev‘/s & Pictures 


spired by the Judaeo-Cbristian 
etUc”, but equally to those in- 
spired Muslim and Hindu 
and Buddhist teaching. Mr 
I^yed is a Muslim, strong op- 
posed to abortion and li^n to 
support an "ethical” dimeosion 
in British politics. 

Mr Graffius said he had been 
in touch with Mis Lawrence, 
whose husband, Philip, was 
stabbed IS-year-oId Learco 
Chindamo when he intervened 
to defend one of bis pupQs out- 
side his school in west London. 
"She has told us diat she will sup- 
port what we are doii^ and has 
said is happy to write for The 
People's Ihist, but wQl hold no 
offidal position,” be said. 

Vte Lawrence published a 
manifesto last October which 
galvanised public opinion and 
forced politicians to follow her 
lead, he said. "And yet nothing 
much has happened since then. 
But if there nad been a group 
of politicians in parliament, 
property sui^ned, mudi could 
have been done.” Mr Graffius 
cairi the trust would pursue the 
issues of screen violence, bans 
on handguns and combat 
knives, education and unem- 
ploymeni. 

It bad two other interests: po- 
litic hones^ and omstitu- 
tional refrain- It would demand 
a full declaration of candidates' 
financi^ interests before the 
election on the same basis that 
MPs will be required to make 
afterwards. The trust would 
also promote proportional r^ 
resentation as "the d 3 mamo 
which will change our existing 
partv ^stem". 

He said that Mr R^red, the 
Egyp tian -horn tycoon who has 
^hed with tlie government 
over his application for British 
Wl provided punip- 
p riming fiinding and temporary 
offices for the trust, but it was 
intended to become a mem- 
bership-based organisation. 

It s believed diat Mr Giaffius^ 
plans provoked unease among 
bembers of the Movement for 

Chrfetian Democracy when they 

\ypr 0 discussed at a secret meet- 
ine last weekend. Y^erday, 
David Cairns, of the Christian So- 
cialist Movement, said the bo^ 
was ui danger of sinking mio the 
politics of the “Christian ghetto". 

He said: “Mr Fayed b making 
sure it’s a very plush ^eno, but 
it is one nonetheless.” 
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CLUB MED OR VERSAILLES. 
HOW WILL NICOLE DECIDE? 


Nicole is in a dilemma. Two stunning models 
are waiting beneath her balcony - and she has to 
choose one of them. 

It won’t be easy. After ail, both the Clio 
Versailles and Qio Club Med special editions share 
the refined contours of the new style Qio. 

Both have linied glass, a tiU-and-slide sunroof 
and a stereo radio/casseite with 
detachable fascia. And both offer 
a choice of 3 or 5 door versions. 
What^ more, thanks to an all-new 


RENWU 

CARS 

WITH FLAIR 


FRO M 


1.2 litre 60 bhp D.I.E.T. engine and a 5-speed 
gearbox, Nicole will love driving either car. (Thanks 
to a computer padlock engine immobiliser, no-one 
else will get the chance.) 

Papa is no help. Now he knows both models have 
firont seat belt preiensioners, side impact protection 
and driver’s airbag (optional on the Versailles), he’s 
happy whatever his daughter decides. 

They can’t be split on value either. Both cost 
astonishingly little for their equipment levels, with 
Versailles prices stoning at just £7,895 on the road. 

DEPOSIT & ”eREE 


No, Nicole will just have to find another way of 
deciding. Any ideas.^ 

For more information on the Clio Versailles and 
Clio Club Med, call free on 0800 52 51 50. 


TYPICAL EXAMPLE 

9 . 9 % APR 

£99 deposit* 

CUOVERSAlifS 
1.2 3dr 

CUO CLUB MED 
1.2 3* 

Cash hic 0 inc. on the road costs^ 

£7895.00 

£8.940.00 

Deposit 

£99.00 

£99.00 

Monthly Repaiyinents 

£193.60 

xA8 

£219.55 

x48 

Total CrwM Price 

£9,491.80“ 

£10.737.40" 


£ 9 9 D E P O SIT & . E E INSURANCE* 
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news 


Labour on attack over 


faltering job hopes 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Gov'eniineni ancmptsjo spark 
a ‘'feelgood facior** about 
empio^inent prospects is chal' 
Icnged' today by' Labour Par^ 
analysis of official figures and 
the findings of a leading 
employment agency. 

^ed Personnel Ser^'ices 
records the first drop in demand 
for permanent staff for twn 
years and Labour points to a 
higher redundancy rate among 
metL 

While the Reed Employ- 
ment Index sho^hs a record 
high in job offers to temporary 
staff - ^ per amt above the 
peak of the 1980s economic 
boom - demand for permanent 
staff is reported to be 40 per 
cent lower. 

Reed concedes that there is 
an underlying growth in per- 
manent poks since 1992, but the 
□umber of Jobs for temporary 
stair has risen at a much high- 
er rate. 

And figures published in the 


latest edition of the Empbymaa 
Galeae show that 143.000 men 
were made redundant in Great 
Britain in spring 1996 com- 
pared with 137.000 in the same 
period of 1995. 

The job prospects for both 
men and women who lost their 
jobs also deteriorated. The 
number finding jobs after re- 
dundancy fell from 87.000 to 
74,000. 

Ian McCartney, Labour’s 
ctuef employment siMkesman. 
said the official statistics showed 
that ministers' claims about 
falling unemployment could 
not be trusted. 

Mr McCartney calculated 
that there were almost one mil- 
lion fewer jobs in Britain since 
John M^or became Prime Min- 
iver. Men were becoming “eco- 
nomic cast-oOs*' with skilled 
full-time jobs disappea ring and 
being replaced with insecure 
and tem^raiy worL 

James Reed, chief operating 
officer for Reed Personnel 
Services, conceded that the 
current downturn in demand for 


permanent staff may be a'lDlip" 
m the figures. “However the 
underiying contrast between 
demand for temporary and 
permanent staff remains a 
startling indication of the extent 
of the change in the structure 
of the workforce during the 
1990s,'' he said. 

Mr Reed believes that such 
a pattern might be ^ut to 
change.** Employers are being 
confronted with an increasing- 
ly severe skills gap when 
seardiing for the h%h-quality 
temporary staff they require. 
They are also becoming more 
able to plan for the medium- 
term and have reaUsed the 
need to retain and grow a larger 
core of skilled, permanent staff 
wi thin their organisations. It 
be that staff demand will 


revert to its previous pattern, 
with demand for permanent 


with demand for permanent 
gtflfF beginning to grow at a 
faster rate as the UK 
approaches the millennium.'' 

A report published today by 
the Institute for Eroplcymenl 
Studies supports Mr ^ed's 


assertions. It predicts that 
organisaHoos are likely to be- 
come more cautious about con- 
tracting out parts of their 
business. The stutfy believes 
that experience has shown com- 
panies that in order to protect 
their reputation and brand im- 
age th^ must m aintain “core 
skills”. 

The institute believes em- 
plcyeis have learned that they 
should not “out-source” prot^ 
lems. They need to know that 
the contractor can do a better 
job and that they can manage 
an actM^ once it has been “out- 
sourced”. 

■There is widespread concern 
over the validity of personality 
questionnaires in recruitment, 
according to the research group 
Industrial Relations Services. 
The number of organisations 
using tests of all kinds has risen 
by nearfy 50 per cen t in the last 
five years, but almost all of the 
increase is accounted for by 
“job-specific” tests. The number 
using personalia questtonnaires 
had remained steady. 



On thin ice: Guils by the water's edge at Roath Park Lake in north-east Cardiff yesterday, when milder vw^er ^cros s 
the country sent the big freeze into retr ea t Photograph: Rob Stratton 
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digital PHONES 

ratJKJA WTH 1 SECOND BILUNG 

GSM MODEL 1610 
^ Up to 3.5 his talk-time 

♦ Up to 100 hrs atandlijMinie 
^ Up to 200 name/number 

memory stMsd on SIM 
^ ItiMH battery ft fast travH charge 
^ Fast recharge - 55 mins 

♦ weight 250g I 


Catherine’s great collection returns 
to evoke splendour of Walpole’s vision 


£70m 




Steiriien Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 




SIEMENS 




Old Masters that once hung on 
the walls of 10 Downing Street 
and were snapped up by 
Catherine the Great of Russia 
in 1779 will return to London 
this month - on loan only. 

Students of the lessons of his- 


Tbe name to trust ui telephone flopping 


toiy will find the “Houghton 
Hall” exhibition a rich seam. It 
tells how Britain's first prime 
minister. Sir Robert ^pole. 
built up one of the country's 
greatest art conections and how 


GSM MODEL S6 
e Up to 4 hrs talk-time 
♦ Upto 30 hrs standby-time 
4 Up to 200 name/number 
memory stored on SIM 
4 Uttiium hm battery 
4 Fast recharge 
O Super slim design 
4 Weight 165g 


FREE LINE RENTAL ON 
THESE THREE PHONES 

worth £35.26 ine VAT 


FREE CALLS £10 wom of calls 
iae VAT off yonr nexf Mil 


it was sold to pay off debts. 
Just as would napoen iod< 



SAVE UP TO 50% On shopping 
and leisuro with ttte Cellphones Direct 
Ailvairtege Cerd 


ERICSSON $ 



FREE LIFETIME 

PRODUCT 

WARRANTY 


GSM MODEL GA318 
o Up to 230 mfns talk-time 
o Up to 67 hrs standby^me 

♦ Up to 200 name/iMMnber 
memory stored on SM 

♦ NiMH battery 6 fast charger 
o Data compatible 

♦ Weight 248g 



PRICE PLEDGE 

WeT! match any nationally advertised 
price for these phones 







CwKlin 


MU) MS 


PnktafeCafe 


HHM 


inPtokM 


auifm+m 
£17.63 (E15+VAT1 
3i2SpperBio(3llp+Vin) 


YOUR PHONE IS COVERED 
BY OUR 14 DAYS NO QUIBBLE 
MONEY BACK PROMISE 
AND UFETIME PRODUCT 
WARRAIVTY. 


ORDER NOW wrra YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS FDR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WDRKING DAYS 


il lillMilili 


PLEASE HAVE YDEH CBEOIT CAHD HAHDT WHai YM CAU. ABD ODOTE BEFEREHCE 5171 
(SanT WE ARE UEABIE TO ACCEPT SWITCH CARDS) 




E^raMMMdiKA tones «&00-20 00 Man kifn HMtatoyMnstolbiiiwenDbeciaiuilaltl.TIncWTptoinarth Uw rni (itatotod tneolMi! n «haan) and aktont dBi(B mE be itoUtod u 
nwaontoiMBdcndi/ViaiivOtiBeatil (Mfedanin I saEtoVin*iOHtosub|KliDstonBmiastandMdnnKaMitaRlTHdi[dHaew4hCel|i(HnesDKetUd. 185 Haw Mmond Rad, 
ROnwi^un-TltoiiBTmdlEFiAwrtknifcOdssRrtonnsailcnHiDnsalteaevnaHdititoinmiiKA COopitdE IM|BMNa209S22£ OBtoeWdfaf3ldm<wdatoi>piOlieaiw. 


vOtiBcanl Cifei 


Just as would happen today, 
the sale was discussed in the 
Couimoas and a plea was made 
to save the painting for the 
nation. And just as inevitably 
Parliament, or the Ireasuiy. 
was unmoved. 

The export of the coUection 
to Russia was described at the 
lime as “one of the most strik- 
ing instances that can be pro- 
duced of the decline of the 
empire of Great Britain**. 

Of the 181 Old Masters ac- 
quired by Catherine, six will be 
in the exhibition which opens 
at Kenwood House. Hamp- 
stead. north London, on 23 
January. Together with other 
l^pole paintings, sculpture, 
manuscripts and furniture, 
they are intended to evoke the 
splendour of the collection 
amassed at Houghton Half, 
Norfolk. 

Walpole transferred the 
works to Houghton on his fall 
from power in 1742. The great 
I^ladian mansion had been 
built to house the coUection - 
saddling his heirs with debts. 

When Walpole died in 1747 
the collection included 4tX) pic- 
tures and was rivalled only by 
that of the King. But the cr^rii 
was lost to Britain when 
George. Y^pole's grandson, 
sold the paintings in one of the 
greatest coups in art history. 
Catherine acted with ruihlcss 




loop] 








Prized item: Anthony van l^k’s acclaimed portrait of 
Lord VWiarton, which will be on view, and right, buyer 
and seller - Catherine the Great and ^r Robert Walpole 


r«Atc-- 


detemiinalion and for about 
£40.UUU acquired 181 of the 
finest pictures to stock her new 
pavilion, the Hermitage. Col- 
lecting Iiad baxime almost state 
policy for the empress. In- 
formed by her adviser. Baron 
Fricdrich-Melchior Grimm, 
that the Houghton a^lleciion 
was no lunger available, she re- 
torted; “The Whlpole pictures 
are no longer to be had for the 
simple reason that your humble 
servant ha.s already got her 
claws on them, and uill no 
more let them go than a cat 
would a mouse.” 

Works Dutch and Flem- 
ish masters and from the french 


and Italian schools fonned the 
bulk, many of which sliU enrich 
the waUs of the Hermitage in 
St Petersburg. Rembrandt. 
Rubens. Van E^ck. Maralii and 
Poussin are among them. Three 
paintings direct from the Her- 
mitage will he on display at Ken- 
wood. including The Holy 
Family by Nicholas Poussin, 
and three acquired by Cather- 
ine. but then sold by the Sovi- 
et L^nion for hard currency. Tlte 
latter trio includes an acclaimed 
portrait by .Anthony van 
Dyck of his patron Lord' Wfaar- 
tOTL which is now in the National 
Gallery of .Atl ^^h^nglon. 

The six will be shown at 


Kenwood with works from 
Houghton, in the private 
collection of 'Dipole's descen- 
dant, the Marquess of Oml- 
mondley, and other galleries. 
James Christie, fot^er of 
Ouistie's, valued the ISl paint- 
ings at JM0,455 though oae 
source records that the empres 
paid only £36,000. 

Whatever the precise figur^ 
it was fairly hefty in 1779 mq 
. she had no serious compeb'ipr 
- certainly not the letoihuri 
MP, John WfflEes,.wbtMe pl« 
to save the pictures, mo 
make Britain “a iiwqurito at^ 

of the polite aris" fcD oa 
deaf ears. 
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New-found doubts cloud 
Cabot’s royal celebrations 

















Sea change: Historians think Cabot may have landed in Massachusetts, not Newfoundland Ptiotograph: Mary Evans Picture Library 


Michael Streeter 

It was a definiag moment in this 
country's histu^. the point at which 
Britain's fledgling empire began. 

The Genoese-born merchant John 
Citot stepped ashore in June 1497 
to claim new-found territories across 
the Atlantic for the English crown. 

Histoiy generally accepts that this 
lema incoffiila was Newfoundland, a 
“discovery" impojlanl enough for 
the Queen to travel to Canada this 
summer to mark the SQOlh anniver- 
sary of Cabot's vpj^ge. 

But this has relandled academic 
debate over whether Her Majesty is 
travelling to the correct spoL Some 
experts &ubt whether Cabot really 
arrived at land which is today Cana- 
da; and one doubts whether he even 
crossed the Atlantic at all. 

As boat-builders put the finishing 
touches to a replica of his flagship. 
The Matthew, which in May will re- 
trace Cabot’s journey, the Canadian 
historian and writer Michael Bradley 
said: “1 think there is evidence he 
may have faked the whole thing. 

‘And if he did make the voyage he 
certainly didn’t reach the latifudcs 


[NewfoundJand] claimed for him. 

He would have hit the continent 
hundreds of miles to the south." 

Mr Bradley, whose book on the 
quest by Europeans to cross the 
ocean. Holy Grail Across theAilaniic 
is in its fifth print run, said there arv 
compelling reason.^ to doubt Cabin's 
journey. One is the lack of any docu- 
mentauon such as a log book, except 
for a couple of letters from Cabot ^ 

The explorer's descriptions of the 
temperate climate did not fit with 
Newfoundland, and he failed to 
bring back any souvenirs to substan> 
tiate a supposed encounter with a !(>. 
cal chieftan. Mr Bradley also said 
that due to “westward variation", a 
phenomenon blighting early explor- 
ers, Cabot would have “dropped his 
latitude” by more than 400 miles. 
This means that the land he found 
was Massachusetts. 

Mr Bradley said the British only 
rexnved an interest in Cabot 200 
years later when they needed his 
“discovery" to validate their claims 
against the French to New France. 

Mr Bradley said: “If the Queen 
is joining in these celebrations then 
she is following in the footsteps 


of a political travesn* of history." 

The author ACH Smith, who has 
written about Cabot's son Sebastian, 
agrees that hLstory romanticised 
Cabot. “He is regarded an this keen- 
v>'ed. intrepid explorer. Balls. He 
was u . . . normal merchant who was 
in it for what he could get out of it." 

Some people in Bristol, where 
Cabot was based, feci the celebra- 
tions are getting out of hand. On 2 
May. the Queen will be on board 
The Matthew as it sails through Bris- 
tol dix*ks to begin its journey west. 

Ann Charle.s, of the Matthew IV). 
jecl. which is behind the voyage, said 
they were ^mvinced that C'aKtt had 
rcaehed Newfoundland. .And a 
spokesman for the Canadian High 
Commission in London was also' 
adamant. “We have an unshakeuble 
belief that he went to Newfoundland 
and the celebrations will continue." 

Profes.sor Alan ^\1Il^ams. of Birm- 
ingham University and an acknowl- 
edged espen on the subject, said the 
evidence was inconclusive but 
pointed more lo Newfoundland as 
the land Cabot reached. However, 
he added; “We will probably never 
know for sure where CubtU landed." 


Medical 
firms use 
£70m tax 
loophole 

Insurers say policies which gain 
exemption are supported by DTI 


Civistian Wedmar 

WestminsterCorrespondent 

•iPirivate medicai insuraoce oom- 
panies are exploiting a loophole 
,:^.,avbid pay^g insurance tax 
>w(Mth £70m per year to the 
exchequer.. 

Bectujse long-term policies 
' are exempt from the insut^ce 
tax. health insureis are eo- 
couragtug people to sira up for 
contracts for more than one 
y^. 

PPP, the second laigest heahh 
insurance company, with 2 mil- 
lioo (foli^iolders, sa^ that hs 
new jpoli^ which avoids the in- 
soianoe jxemixnn tax is its bigges 
selling prcxlucL It has sighed up 
more than 2W,000 pec^e in 150 
companies to the scheme rince 
it started at the begjaningof last 
- y^. Bupa has followed up by 
nmnfnfl a amilar scheme. Both 
^ are available oi^ to petmie who 

'' rmive their priratemeoicalm- 
surahee from their emplcyeis, 
who consist of 60 per cent of the 
6J> millioD policyholders. 

In last November’s bnd^t, 
the Chancellor increased in- 
surance premium tax from 
per cent to 4 per cent, thus in- 
creasing the incentive to try to 
avoid iL PFP manages to offer 
its “tax-efficient" policy lo com- 
panies signing them up to 
five-year contracts to insure 
their employees. 

According to PPR “under 
die current regime. Long Term 
Employee Health care does not 
attract insu rance premium tax 
which s levied on annual private 
medical insurance policies, or 
VAT «*ich can be levied on an- 
nual private medical insurance 
policies or VAT vdiich can be 
on administrative ser- 
^ vices of healthcare trusts . 

The opening up of these 
loopholes is an embarrassment 
for the Govemment as it ap- 
pears to be tacitly encouraging 
pri^te medical insurance. 


PPP savs that its scheme is 
approved by the Department of 
Trade and Industry as a long- 
term polky exempt bom the tax. 
A ^kesraan for the DTI con- 
firmed that this was the case, but 
said tbat. the decision on tax 
liability was up to Customs and 
Excise. 

However, at the time of the 
passage of the Finance Bill in- 
troducing the tax in 1994, the 
then I^ymaster General, Sir 
John Cope, said tbat such at- 
tempts to avoid insurance pre- 
mium tax would not be 
successful. In the committee 
heai^ on the Bill, Sir John said 
in repfy to a question about el- 
igjbOiiy: “The Honourable Gen- 
tleman [Malcolm Chisholm, 
MP for E^burgh Leith] asked 
whether Bupa would be able to 
get around tax by reclassifying 
hsclf as a loi^term insurer. Yes, 
it will be included in the tax and 
no, it will not be able to get 
round it." 

PPP’s view that its policy is 
tax exempt is also being chal- 
lenged from within the mdus- 
tiy. Julian Stainton, chief 
executive of Western Provi- 
dent, said: “These companies 
are tiying to call a swan an os- 
iii^ They cannot get round the 
tax by setting up so-caQed long- 
term schemes because they are 
a^aro.” 

He pointed out that vriiat was 
on offer was not really k>og-tenn 
insurance since the cover ;^>- 
plied only to employees and 
those who left were no longer 
covered. He has taken legal ad- 
vice from a QC who assures him 
that the schemes should be 
taxed and is to ask the Gov- 
ernment to ensure tbat the tax 
is levied. 

Mr Stainton said: “W: are be- 
mused. The Government says it 
wants this tax to be levied, but 
it seems to be deliberately al- 
lowing these loopholes to be 
creaiM.” 
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-Person Specification 

. ^ Sophie Hannah 

The ideal candidate for tlie position 

nf wulmate to the aU-impt^tti }’on 

%^savshehvesyou, 

evayjhv minutes, and it should be true. 

She must he motivated and ambitimLs 
The ideal candidate wiff wm your heart 

\^herpmyvessmbedSl^y^ 

fnnubiic. turn at least ten heads per day. 

‘ KnSwrfo mast of (if not aUijhe naming 
iiul be pn'paredfor marriage strai^ away. 

wtUnotbe advertised a^m. 

“ Kud KhtSSr, she b currendy wnh=Mn-«,.. 

civ's Portico Ubrao-. 
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Balkan stand-off: Street violence spreads as Socialist regimes hold out against allowing electoral defeat 


Milosevic buys time for the endgame 


SERBIA 


Andrew Gumbel 

Belgrade 


Wllh pro-dcinncrac\- dcmonsirawrs 
in Belgrade scenting victoi\'. and 
President Siiih(>dan Milosc\ic ap> 
parcnlK willing to udmil defeat in last 
Novemher's municipal elections, the 
pojjiicul crisb in Serbia .^celns lo be 
dniw'inc to u cii ise. But the endgame 
looks SCI to be drawn-out. and 
beset with murlrj' power slnigclcs. 

This weekend, it looked as if tt was 
nil mer bar the shouting. Serbia's two 
deput> prime minisiere pmmwed su- 


dent {^testers on Saiurdtw that the 
opipution's victories in the country's 
niain towus would be reinstated, and 
high-level leaks talked of inviting the 
opposition into some kind of 
power-sharing arrangement. 

. But Mr Milosevic has yet lo fol- 
low up such verbal pledges with writ- 
ten commitments. A joihl statement 
issued by the government and the 
students talked of no more than “re- 
^i^ling the will of the people" 
without gb'ing specifics. After a 
meeting yesterday between 
Theodoros P^gatos. the Greek For- 
eign Minister, and Mr Milosevic, the 
Official Tanjug news agency made 
dear that the &rbian government re- 


sented growing inicniationai pres- 
sure to resoK'c the crisis, suggesting 
Mr Pangains' mission achieved little. 

The key to the conundrum is Mr 
Milosevic himself. “He has to find a 
way of saving face.~ said Boran 
Karadzole. of the Forum for In- 
ternational Relations in Belgrade. 
For now, the siaie-coniroUed media 
arc dropping only the tinie.st of 
hints that big chan^ are on the way 
- Mr Milosevic clearly wants to buy 
time and prepare his people slowly. 

Few people have a precise idea of 
what he is thinking. He k said to have 
isolated himself, and apart from his 
meeting with Mr Fangios has re- 
fused lo see foreign visitors. Some 


of hisstrate^, though, can be divined 
from the course of events. Mr Karad- 
zole believes Milosevic's best chance 
is to distance himself from his own 
party, the SPS. and portray himself 
as a man of the people who is as out- 
raged Che electoral abuses as the 
street protesters. 

'There are still a lot of people in 


this country prepared to believe he 
b soedal and above the fray,** Mr 


b spedal and above the fray,** Mr 
Karadzole said. 

Hiat would e!q)Iam why he has act- 
ed through the govetnment. not Ms 
party, and chosen to communicate 
with the Students while ignoring the 
organised opposition. It explains 
why the govemnient leaks have 


talked about punishing those re- 
spon^le for the election fiasco and 
reshuffling the cabinet. And^ it 
CTp tams why the JUL, the hardline 
commuabt party run by Mr Milo- 
sevic's wife, I^ana Markovic, has 
been shunted aside in the 
manoeuvres of the past few days. 

'WD] an thb be eDougfa to keqi Mr 
Miloses at the helm? The Orgm- 
isation for Secnriiy and Co-opeiatioo 
in Europe fOSCEX which issued a 
damning report into the ri^ied elec- 
tions at the end of December, is in- 
sistiflg on a definitive answer 1^ 
Thursday. The United States is 
threatening sanctions if there is any 
prevarfcaiion. Tbe Serbian people 


have had many of their previous il- 
lusions about Mr Nfilosevic shattered 
by the last two months of protest, and 


the street demonstratozs are wnving 
to keep up their pressure. So it wiD 
be a delicate opeiation. 

If Mr Milosevic b successful, he 
wQl appease tbe international com- 
muniQr, give Ms government a more 
open-minded profile, crack open 
the united tom now being present- 
ed by the opposition and rebuild Ms 
permnal popularity- less, this time, 
thiough propaganda in tbe state me- 
dia and more through political savvy. 

But he has a long way to go. The 
economy is in ruins and the 
pTD^iects for a rqiid injection of for- 


eign credU look dim Miile he jemaios 
in power. The JUU'oaoe^tended 
as the means vritb v^ch io build up 
a levitalbed Serbian lettii&a mill- 
stone around Ms neck^h^'he'ean- 
not easily get rid of.l^eca^ of Ms 
wife. •-.-ir. . 

There are qpestiQiis, foo; abmzrMr 
Milosevic’s f^l, for re^'iy 

after so maiqrye^ as ±e fm$qnited 
st rongm an of the region. • " ; 

“Every day that pa^ ^thout a 
cesolutioa gives uamore.ammuni- 
don," saM Miodrag PnisK, yjbepres* 
ident of the oppositiotr Democratk: 
Party, ‘^and mMces the' intem^n- 
al community more convincedihat 
he has to go." 



Tempers flare: Demonstrators burning a co|^ of Duma, a state-owned newspaper, during anti-govemment protests in Sofia yesterday 


Photc^raph: AP 



Harsh winter 
ke^ uneasy 
peace in place 


BOSNIA 


Christopher Bellamy 

Banja Luka 
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Bosnia is in the grip of the cold- 
est winter Central Europe has 
known this centuiy'. But Britbfa 
observers are worried that when 
spring comc.s. the return of 
refugees from abroad and at- 
tempts to return displaced per- 
sons to their former homes will 
spark unrest. 

Whether to press fur the re- 
turn of ^'splaced persons or to 
accept the ^ facto division of the 
counuy is “the biggest question 
the intemaUona] community 
has to face in 1997". according 
to the Secretary of State for De- 
fence, Michael Portillo, who 
visited Bosnia at the weekend. 

Although the Dayton peace 
agreement of November 1995 
p^ted a picture of a return to 
different religious and cultural 
groups living .side by side, offi- 
cers in the .^1,000-strong sta- 
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bilisaiioo force ($-For) believe 
that it might bring about a 
return to violence. 

“You could argue we are de- 
liberately provoking the next 
confitet hy imposing a return to 
the drcumslances that led to the 
last one.” a senior officer in the 
British sectorsaid. "{suspect ft 
>vili be the large-scale return of 
refugees here that may displace 
the stluation." D^iao^ pemns 
- DPs - arc also referred to as 
the "Dayton paradox'. 

In addition, the return of 
refugees who have been abroad 
and drawing large benefit pay- 


Protesters 


promise a 
wave of civil 
disobedience 


BULGARIA 


Adrian Bridge 

Central Europe Correspondent 


ments, especially in Germany, is 
expected to spark resenunenL 
Refugees in Germany have been 
getting about £16.000 a year - 
vastly more than their compa- 
triots who stayed in Bosnia. 

The clearest example of what 
could happen when DPs return 
to their former homes in Bosnia 
occurred last November, when 
250 Muslim refugees at Breko 
in northern Bosnia - including 
armed, demobilised Bosnian 
army soldiers - tried to cross 
into Serb territory. They ex- 
changed fire with the Serbs and 
United Slates and Russian 
troops had to get between them 
and keep them apart - later dis- 
arming an entire brigade, con- 
fiscaciag thousands of weapons. 

Although S-For can prevent 
outbreaks of fighting, there is. 
concern that the focal parties 
are dragging their feel in im- 
plementing the Dayton peace 
agreement. Mr Portillo said 
the "condirionality" stressed at 
the recent London conference 
- withholding aid if the locals 
did not play their part - was 
needed lo concentrate minds. In 
Banja Luka, he told Serb jour- 
nalists: "It is easier to telephone 
from London to Sydn^ than it 
is from Banja Luka to ^raje- 
vo. That is unacceptable." He 
said restoring telephone links 
was technically ea^ and that the 
locals were just being difficult. ' 

There has also been wide- 
spread inumidation. including 
that of one faction by another 
within the Muslim community 
in Bihac. There has been polit- 
ical intimidation in Banja Luka 
itself and ethnic inlimidaLion 
Serbs and Croats in Jajee. 

The police are stdli a cause of 
concern for S-For peace- 
keepers. The new President of 
Republika Srpska. Biljana 
Plavsic, is understood to have 
achieved control m’cr the 
Bosnian-Scrh army from her 
base in Banja Luka but the po- 
lice are still parity dominated ^ 
Radovan Karadzic. 

For the moment, both S-For 
and the former warring factions 
arc frozen in place by the 
weather. The temperature has 
been -15C during the dav. drofv 
ping lo -3bC at night. 


The ruiing ex-Comxnuaists are 
ready to give in to opposition 
demands for early elections, an 
opposition leader told tens of 
thousands of Bulgarians 
demonstrating in Sofia 
yesterday. 

Cheers of “Vicioiyr and 
"Elections!’’ reverberated 
around the square where tbe 
rally was held But tbe opposi- 
tion said it would continue dal- 
ly demonstrations until a date 
is set for elections, which are not 
due until December 1998. 

Yesterday, thousands of pro- 
testers took to the streets of the 
Bulgarian capital for tbe seventh 
day in succession in a bid to 
force fr^h elections. 

Leaders of the of^>o»tkm 
Utuon of Democratic Forces 
(UD^, who have sought to em- 
ulate their counte^arts in 
neighbouring Serbia, have 
vowed to try and bring the So- 
cialist government to its knees 
by calling lor a nationwide 
strike tom today and a cam- 
pai^ of civil disobedience. 

^ialist leaders, for their 
part, described the protests, 
which turned violent in tbe 
early hours of Satiuday morn- 
ing, as an “antKonstitutional at- 
tempt at destabilisation" wMch 
in effect amounted to an at- 
tempted coup d'^iaL At the 
same time they ruled out early 
elections, not due until the end 
of next year, saying that they 
wvmld be “fatal for the countiy^. 

While the protests in Serbia 
are over tbe government’s can- 


cellation of opposition viemries 
in local elections, those in Bul- 
garia follow a catastTC^hic eco- 
nomic mehdowii last y^Much 
saw the annual inflation reach 
310 per cent, the value of the na- 
tional currency', the lev, de- 
crease eightfold, and bread 
queues for the time since 
the ovetthrow of communism in 
1989. 

The demonstrators ai^e 
that the Sodatist Far^, vfiuch 
legitiroately won an ^sdute 
majority in parliamentazy elec- 
tions in late 1994, has bank- 
rupted tbe country ud that it 
is incapaUe of Introdudz^ long- 
delayed economic reforms. 
They Mso argue that the So- 
cialists « tbe suocessois to Bul- 
garia’s former Communist Fhity 
• lost their moral ri^t to rule 
when their candidate in last No- 
vemberis presidential election 
was soundly defeated by the 
UDFs Petar Stoyanov.. 

Unlike in Seibia, the Bul- 
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garian protests qukkty turned 
violent. More than 100 people 


violent. More than 100 pecmle 
were injured early on Satur^ 
as riot police uaed blank car- ' 
tridg^ and batons to dispeiK 
cro^ surrounding the p^a- 
ment building in central Sofia. 
More usuries were reported bt- 
er in the day when scuffles 
broke out outside tbe prati- 
dency. 

Whoever idtimatety assumes 
responsibility for the counity's 
future will face an uph^strog- 
gle. Witii 90 per edit of the 
economy still in state band^ 
Bulgaria has ]^t to implemeirt 
the privatisation prolamines 
long since in place in nu^ of 
their more prosperous fonner 
Warsaw Pact miles such as 
Poland and Hungary. 
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Videotape epic reels out intimations of 
mortality for ‘excellent’ Comrade Deng 


ireat expectations: Deng Xiaoping aged 16, as a student 
n the Paris of the 1920$. Photograph: Magnum 


Teresa Po<^ 

Peking 

There was just one thing miss- 
ing. Twelve hour-long television 
episodes on the life of Deng Xi- 
aoping ended last night- with 
no new footage of the 92-year- 
old patriarch himself. 

A5 propaganda, the fact that 
no recent mm or photographs 
were included is bc^d to rekin- 
dle qieculadon about the health 
of the man who 17 years ago 
launched China’s economic re- 
fonn and opening up. Last 
week the foreign-ministry 
spokesman repeated the stan- 
dard official formula: “For an 
old man, he is doing relalh'ely 
weli.*' Not well enough for the 
cameras, however. The most re- 
cent picture shown was a pre- 
viously published photograph of 
Mr Deng privately watching 
the 1 October 19^ Naiionrd 
Day celebrations. This time 
Aim footage of fireworks had 
been superimposed on the im- 
age to liven things up. 

Whj/ then, did Peking broad- 
cast tlw epic just now? Despite 
reminders about Mr Deng’s 
mortality, the official message 
is clear for the 200-odd million 
Chinese reportedly glued to 
their sets nightly since 1 Janu- 
ary. The Communist Party's 
version of Mr Deng’s life is sup- 
po»d to underscore its own 
claim to legitimacy. 

In particular, the film sets the 
mood for 1997, which the lead- 
ership has deemed doubly sig- 
nificant, because of the return 
of Hong Kong on 1 July and the 
party congress in aut umn. 

The specific beneficiary of 
this effort is President Jiang 
Zemin, repeatedly featured in 
the series as the man to whom 
Mr Deng handed the baton at 
the end of the 19805. Mr Jiang 







*• • 


Touchy issue: The series could could not ignore Tiananmen; Deng (ri^) was ^lown later addressing party elders 


wound up the series last night 
with his verdict; “Comrade 
Deng is realty an excellent 
Manost and a firm Communist.'’ 

Few would deny, on evidence 
of the footage, that he had 
more charisma than the present 
politburo combined. There 
were the well-known images of 
Mr Deng's 1979 trip to Amer- 
ica, when he donned a stetson 
and kissed children. And there 
were less famili ar scenes. Thrice 
removed from power during 
par^ upheavals, Mr Den^ told 
US journalists on that viat: “If 
there is an Olympic medal for 
a person who comes back to po- 
sition again and again. I can get 
the gold." 


Mr Deng can lake the cred- 
it for restoring some semblance 
of sanit}' to the ideological 
madhouse of Mao's China and 
raising living-standards of most 
Chinese. But, in a country 
where historic^ truth remains 
under firm party control the life 
itself was subject to editing. The 
Chinese film crew recorded 
every site of Mr Deng's sojourn 
in France during in the 1920s, 
but there was b^ly any men- 
tion of his next stop, in the So- 
viet UnioiL Also wriuen out was 
Mr Deng's scomd wife, who ran 
off with another Communist 
leader. 

More tellingly, his role in the 
anti-Rightist movement of 


1957. in which lens of thousands 
were persecuted. wa.s ignored. 
Mao's Great Leap Forw’ard 
( 1958-61 ) killed an estimated 3fl 
million tiuDugh famine, anoth- 
er fact not aired. Criticism of 
Mao's mistakes was muted, ex- 
cept for strident comments 
from the pa^ elder Bo Yibo. 
Between 1956 and the end of 
the CuJiura] Revolution in 1976. 
China “went backwards", said 
Mr Bo. Mr Deng was quoted as 
saying the Cultii^ Rewlution, 
when he was under house arrest 
and then sent to Jiangxi 
province, was his “most painfy" 
period. There was no real ex- 
planation of why it took two 
years for him to ^lablish him- 


self and his reform pixigramme 
after the death of Muo~in 1^76. 
againusi the opposition of hard- 
line leftists. 

Nor was there any mention 
of the Democracy \Vh]| prnie^t 
movement in the Seveniies. In- 
stead. much time wus ^pont 
pronouncing that market re- 
forms could still be called .s(t- 
cialism. 

The one sensitive topic which 
could not be ignored was the 
pro-democracy demoastraiions 
of 1989. Footage of students in 
Tiananmen Square was shown 
briefiy, and desaribed os ‘'an un- 
usual political moveraeni". No 
mention was made of the deci- 
sion to send in the army, or the 


unknown numbers killed. 

Mr Deng was, however, 
shown at length adclressing par- 
ty and militaiy’ elders on 9 June 
19K9. five days after the assault, 
w hen he was trying to defend his 
economic-reform programme. 
“This storm was bi^und to hap- 
pen sooner or later . . . The ba- 
sic point of reform and opening 
up IS not wTon&‘' he insisted. 

in (he end. the doeumentaiy 
stres.scd a line of descent from 
Mao to Mr Deng, and now to 
Mr Jiang - us was nccessaiy to 
uphold the argument that de- 
spite upheuviJs and policy re- 
versals since 1949, the Party has 
a righihi] claim to people’s loy- 
alty. Mr Jiang said one of Mr 
Deng's greatest contributions 
was the “correct a.ssessmeat of 
Chairman Man. and maintain- 
ing the historical position of 
Mao thought". Mr Deng him- 
self spent most of his life living 
to resist ihc von of personali- 
ty cull that had enveloped Mao. 
He is now loo infirm to prevent 
others invoking his memory to 
holsler ihcirinvn political er^. 

Mr Deng is. however, only 
17(1 days uwuy from IKing long 
enough for China to regain 
Hong Kong. Whether he could 
be fit enough to visit it seems 
doubtful, despite a wish ex- 
pressed in 19w.and broadcast 
on the series: “1 will try to live 
until 1997 ... ] also wish in 19^, 
after China takes back Hong 
Kong, that 1 can go to Hong 
Kong, [w'hen it is] our own 
land, walk a bit and have a look 
around." 
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THE BIGGEST MEDICAL COMPLAINT 
FOR PEOPLE OVER 50 IS 




. 


HOSPITAL 


LISTS 



SAGA Hospital Care ensures you will never 
have to wait long for treatment 


Q ueuing for an NHS operation, whether it is 
major or minor, is a dispiriting experience. 
But with SAGANS Hospital Care plan, developed 
exclusively for people aged 50 and over, waiting for 
months (even years) for treatment is eliminated. 


Tbis econdmicil pnvate medical 
.scheme provides cover for 
imm ediate treatment for 12 of 
[the most commonly suffered 
complaints, such as hip - 
'ireplacement and hernia. For 
^ other conditions, you should - 
nevo* have to wait longer than 
six weeks for hospital treatmeiit 
after seeing yoiir specialist. 

If the NHS cannot admit you 
r- within this period, you may 
^ ^ automatically go into hospital as 
; a private patient, with all 
! medical expenses paid.* 

‘Snbka lo po/wy conditions 

iUmOs do apply to some oitt-paaentoeaon0as 


✓ Immediate treatrnent for 

12 of the most commonly suffered 
complaints 

✓ Eiu*ly admission for all other 
operations where the NHS cannot 

• admit you within six weeks 

✓ Full, unlimited cover for 

. all private in-patient charges*^ 

✓ Guaranteed acceptance from 
age 50 with no upper age limit and 
no medical requir^ 

✓ Medical conditions that occurred 
before you join may 

be covered after. 2 years* 

✓ Automatic tax relief on 
premiums if you are aged 
60 or over 

✓ FREE luggage set when you enrol 


SAGA Hospital Care is underwritten by Prime Healtia 


For a free quotation and information pack, phone our 
dedicated Customer Service Team at Prime Health 
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New standard variable 
mortgage rate 
from Bristol & West. 

With effect from 13th Jenuary 1997. the Standard Variable Rate for all 
Bristol & west mortgages will be 7 . 25 %. Borrowers will be individually notified of 


the change in their monthly payments. 
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ONLY DAEWOO 
GIVESYOU 
3 YEARS HEADACHE 
FREE MOTORING. 


When you order any new Daewoo we'll 
give you a 3 year compreliensive 
warranty, 3 years free servicing. 3 years 
Daewoo Total AA Cover and now, 

3 years free comprehensive insurance. 

As standard. This means you won't 
have any unexpected costs for three 
years. For instance, when your car 
needs servicing, ail parts and labour are covered. 
You don't even have to worry about finding a 
good insurance quote. You're covered for 
three years. To give you ail this you may think 
we've had to skimp in other areas. 
Far from it. Just I'ead the Daewoo manifesto 
CO see what you get as standard on 
every Daewoo, The 3. 4 and 5 door Nexia 
and the Espero saloon range 
from just £9,445 to £13,735. No v^onder 
owning a Daewoo is such a smart 
thinj; to do. For miorc information 
on Daewoo, or to find your nearest 
Daewoo showroom, call us 
free on 0800 666 222. Or write 
to Daewoo Cars Ltd. 
FREEPOST, PO Box 401. 
Kent BP,5 iBR. 



DAEWOO MANIFESTO 

I . We deal direct 

‘cv vTjr rrcir'.oy :is or. even' rioc;:. 




P'i'.vi;:- “-libi'c: phorc 

Sic. p,':.:: OMrO!; 

2. Hassle free buying 

= L'icnr r-jl if ^ 

3. Complete peace of mind 

3 ;(..,r 'SD.CCO irli: coi.i:;' . iiiris;-',. v. -.n-.’.riO 


4. Courtesy servicing 


No hecdaches for 3 years? 

Thai’H be the 

Daewoo 

driver. 





JI.V 


internatioiial 


Dilemma day 
for Seoul as 

strikes harden 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Seout 

I( may prove (O be a decisive 
moment for South Korea. As 
the labour cri:«is enters its third 
week. President Kim Young 
Sam's government faces a 
dilemma. V>'iU it use force to ar- 
rest union leaders, provoldngvi- 
olencc and alienating the 
public? Or will it choose to 
stand its ground and face the 
biggest and costliest general 
strike in the counuy's history? 

The coDsequenos of the first 
option were made clear yester- 
day in clashes between police 
and trade uoiooists outside My- 
ongdong Roman Catholic 
cathedral in central Seoul. 
VMthin its grounds, seven trade- 
union leaders, wanted by police 
over infringement of new 
labour laws, were in tents, 
guarded b}' hundreds of svp- 
^ners. Since Christmas the 
unionists have made regular and 
noisy processions throu^ the 
adjoining neighbourhood, 
Seoul's most fashionable shop- 
ping district. When 1.000 riot 
police blocked their way yes- 
terday. they were pelted with 
stones and * attacked with iron 
pipes. The ^et was turned into 
a battlefield of drifting tear-gas 
and weeping shopiKrs. 

If. as many unionists fear, pc^ 
Lice violate the cathedral sanc- 
tuary and take the seven men 
by force, the reacrion would be 
many times more violent But 
the main alternative is equally 
dismal: unless there is a last- 
minute settlement, tomorrow 
will bring a redoubled strike, in- 
volving as many as 1.2 millioa 
wv3rkei5 in some of the country's 
key industries. 

This would be a nightmare 
for aiw government, but it is dif- 
ficult CO feel much sympathy for 
President Kim and his New 
Korea Party (NKP). The trou- 
ble began on Boxing Day when, 
after lengthy delaying tactics by 
the opposition, two trouble- 
some Items of legislation were 
finally passed ty the National 
Assembly. The fintt was a revi- 
rion of the labour law, allowing 
emplcwers new freedom to lay 



Kim: Caught in a cleft stick 

off workers and break up' 
strikes. The second was a revi- 
sion of die iniernaJ-security 
act, granting expanded powers 
to the National Security Plan- 
ning Agen^, the former Kore- 
an CIA. 

foth pieces of legislation 
have their supporters; what 
provoked fi^ was the manner 
of their pacing - at dawn, in se- 
cret, when the members of the 
opposition, who had persis- 
tently blocked the law, were, lit- 
erally. asleep. 

The strikes began that d^, at 
their peak, before easing off 
over the New Ysar, 350,000 
workers were out, inciuding 
journalists, assembly-liae per- 
soimel and employees of cred- 
h-card companies 

So far the strikers have been 
affiliates of an illegal union, the 
500,000-strong Korean <^n- 
federation of Trade Unions. 
Bulnow 1.2i!^on members of 
the authorised and habitually 
docile, Federation of Korean 
Irade Uoiems are threatening to 
join the action with a two-day 
stoppage which would affect 
pubhc transport, the mini and 
the telecommunications net- 
work. 

By Saturday the strikes were 
reckoned to have cost S2bn 
(£li5bn) in lost production, 
and S345m in exports. The new 
laws have been condemned by 
international labour organisa- 
tions and buman-r^ts groups, 
and coDoem has bem espres^ 
by the Orgaoisatioo for Eco- 
nomic Co-operation and De- 
velopmeni, to which South 


Israelis stand 
rocklike on 
road to peace 


Patrick Cockburn 

Bethlehem 

Just south of Bethlehem an ex- 
cavator. protected by Israeli 
troops, was yesterday placing 
rocks each weighing over a 
tonne, on a newly tarmacked 
road built in the last week to 
connect a string of Palestinian 
villages with the main highway. 

"There are I.*)00 people liv- 
ing here at Jawat el-Shamai and 
with the looil; efosed there is no 
way in and no way oul" said 
Said Hindi, a teacher, as he 
watched villagers move small- 
er boulders to allow a doctor to 
drive into the village. 

The Israeli civil administra- 
tion said the roads to Jawat el- 
Shamat were closed because 
they were built without Israeli 
permission and were unsafe 
fortrai&. But F^il^tinianssee 
it as tyrnbolisiog a growing con- 
frontation with a hostile Israeli 
govemmeni, detenoined not 

‘The main 
sticking-point 
is not something 
easy ... It is 
the further 
redeployments’ 

to ^e up the West BanL Ar- 
guing a policeman, Salah 
al-Taamari, a member of the 
I^estinian Le^ative Coun^, 
poini^ to the rocks and said: 
*'He says if we move them he 
will bulldoze the whole road. 
This shows the government's 
racism, its inability to look at 
the Palestinians as ... partners 
in peace.” 

.As the mood on the ground 
becomes more bitter, there is a 
growing sense of crisis among 
leaders seeking a diplomatic 
breakthrough. Yesterday Den- 
nis Ross, the US envoy, said he 
was returning to V^^ington af- 
ter failing to broker an agree- 
ment on an Israeli withdrawal 


Korea was admitted last month. 

The government argues that 
new flexibility in the labour 
maritets is essential if the ooun- 
tiy is to remain corapetiUw in 
the face of shrinking growth. 

The intelligence service's new 
powers are justified by the In- 
cident in September when men 
£com a North Korean aibrnarioe 
came ashore undetected east of 
Seoul, lb many, tfaou^ they 
are worrying rigns of a regime 
that sends oonfisingly mbted ^- 
nals about its oommitmeat to 
South Korea's young democ- 
racy. “They will come in, with 
the police and the army," pre- 
dicted a trade unioo^t at the 
cathedral yesterday. “They will 
come and outnumber us in the 
middle of the ni^t.” 








-■ :b -I' V ! : r' ■ ■ . i 




fiom Hebron. On a surprising- 
ly upbeat note, iheUSemba^ 
in lel Aviv said: "Dennis Ross 
. . . feete the metfiation role has 
been achieved, the assignmenl 
is oomiriete.” It added: '^e gap 
[between the two parties] is 
minute.” 

Mr Ross's misrion can be in- 
terpreted as a success only if it 
is seen as being concerned al- 
most exclusively vrith Hebron. 

But the Palestinians say they 
see the US as the guarantors of 
the interim agreement as a 
whole, also known as Oslo 11. 
signed with Israel in 1993, un- 
der which the Israeli army was 
to redeploy fiom all Rilestinian 
villages as well as Hebron. Saeb 
Erelmt, the Palestinian nego- 
tiator. said: "The main stidting- 
point is not something easy. Tt 
is the nucleus of the interim 
agreemeoL It is the further re- 
deployments.” 

Ya^r ArafaL the Palestin- 
ian leader, is concerned that 
once a deal is signed on Hebron, 
international pressure on Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, will dissipate. 
IWo-thirds of the U million 
Palestinians on the West Bank 
would remain under Israeli 
control without further with- 
drawals. 

The Palestinians arc in- 
crearingly criik^ of Mr Ross as 
being biased towards Israel. 
One observer said: "All he docs 
is translate Israeli demands 
into English, and we cun speak 
that language ani^y." Mo- 
hammed Ba^youni, the E^t- 
ian ambassador to Israel, was 
quoted as saying Mr Ross "is in- 
clined towaids Israel's side on 
certain issues and is no longer 
objective”. 

As Mr Ross prepared to 
leaw, King Hussein of Jordan 
was due to make his first risii 
to Gaza since 1967, with Ab- 
dul-Karim Kabarill bis Prime 
Minister, to show solidarity 
with Mr Arafat. 

Earlier. Mr Arafat's cabinet 
said: "Ifthe international com- 
munity does not move imme- 
diately to save the peace process 
... the whole region will witness 
explosions." 





asm 


205bhp 4 litre V6 petrol engine “Smooth 5-speed automatic transmission ■ Unique 'Control-Trac' intelligent^^? 

‘On the road price Dased on Mnufactuper’i recoamnded retail price. VATiei?-^^ ‘ 


uSo 







JJiE T\-r^ 


THE INDEPENDENT * MONDAY 13 JANUARY 1997 



11 

international 








Must the 
judges undo 

all the 
President’s 
modesty? 
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Rupert Cornwefl 

Washingtion 

It all steins from what mi gh t 
have happened between two 
people over a few minutes in an 
Arkansas hotel room on 8 May 
1991. But today the sexual ha- 
.rassnient charges brought 
Papla Corbin Jones against Bill 
Clinton come before the 
Supreme Court The court’s 
runr\g this summer win certainly 
create conaitutional history - 
and quite possibly huge new 


trouble for the President. 

A week before his inaugura- 
tion for a second, ghosts of 
scandals old and new are gath- 
ering around the White House. 
Congress is planning for hearings 
into the controvert over dubi- 
ous Democrauc campaign fund- 
raising. while his one-time 
political strategist Dick Morris, 
who resigned over a liaison with 
a prostitute, has just published 
some self-serving memoirs with 
a host of tMUaling detail about 
his work for Mr Clinton. In 







Cracked image; America has long since made its mind up about the private life of Bill Clinton (pictured left with Hiliar^. But Paula Jones (right) still poses a threat 


terms of potential humiliation, 
however, neither comes close to 
the PauJa Jones affair. 

**1 only have control over 
what I do,** Mr Clinton said on 
Friday, when asked to comment 


on the involvement of the 
Supreme Court, which will not 
pronounce on the substance of 
the case, but whether a sitting 
President should be obliged to 
stand trial in a civil case. His 


words strain credulity, hovvev- 
er, if Ms Jones's account of what 
ha{)pened Inv years ago is to be 
believed. 

On that 8 May, she wa.<; a low- 
level state employee, a S6-an- 


hour receptionist at a business 
conference at the Excelsior 
Hotel in Little Rock, when, 
she says, she was asked to meet 
then Governor Clinton in a 
private room. There. Ms Jones 


r.>,. 
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claims, Mr Clinton cares.sed 
her hair before exposing him- 
self and asking for oral sex She 
says she refus^ and left. 

In 1994 she told her sioiy in 
public, to be greeted initially K* 
derision. But after the Hna’l 
breakdown of effuns to reach 
an out-of-court settlement, she 
brou^t a S7U0.000 (£450.0fKi) 
sexual harassment suit to clear 
her name. Mr Clinton's lawwrs 
say bis duties as President mean 
he should be granted lerapt'iraiv 
immunity. But today, in a case 
without precedent, Ms Jones's 
lawyers will argue that no man 
is ^ove the normal workings of 
the law. 

In purely political terms, the 
controveisy is less damaging 
than Whitewater and the oth- 
er '‘scandals" beating around 
the President. He faces no fur- 
ther election, he cannot be im- 
peached for it. and most 
Americans have long since 
made up their minds, for bet- 
ter or worse, about Mr Colon's 
private life. Tire embarrass- 
ment of H, however, could hard- 
ly be surpassed. 

To make matters worse, the 
media mood is niming in Ms 
Jones's favour. Once the es- 
tablishment press treated her 
tale as the fabrication of a 
floozie out to make some fast 
money. 

But last autumn the respect- 


ed .•imfriiw/ Leuyer magazine 
weighed in with an influential ar- 
ticle arguing that Ms Jones had 
a decent case, not least be- 
cause she had told su people 
what allegedly happened with- 
in two days of the inddenu one 
- her colleague receptionist - 10 
minutes after leaving the hotel 
rix>m. Last week her” case made 
the cover of .Ninisian’A* under the 
headline "Should she be 
heard'?" To which Sewsweek's 
answer was*, yes. and its advice 
to the President equally tren- 
chant; Settle out of court, fast. 

One powerful reason is mon- 
ey. .Already the President has 
rim up an estimated S 1 .5m in le- 
gal fees, and the meter of his 
$475-an-hour lawyer Robert 
Bennett will tick ev-en faster if 
the Justices allow the case to 
proceed. The betting is thi^ will. 

Although they may wcU rule 
the case should not actually go 
to court before Mr Clinton 
leaves office in 2001, they are 
likely to permit the “discovery” 
phase, in which evidence is 
gathered, to begin at once. This 
will see Clinton submitting 
to detailed questioning about h£i 
extra-marital sexual habits as 
Governor-* and conceivably to 
a degrading physical examuia- 
tioo to test Ms Jones's claim that 
she can idendfr “distinguishing 
characteristics^ in the Presi- 
dent's genital area. 


The White House 
smells a conspiracy 


Rupert Cemweti 

Is the Paula Jones case an iso- 
lated assault on the President's 
good name? Not a bit of it, says 
the White House. 

Her sexual harassment charges 
and the publicity accorded them 
are fruit of a deliberate con- 
spiracy. stretching from right- 
wing ideologues to the British 
tabloids, to defame Bill Clinton 
and if possible hound him from 
office. 

With a paranoia reminiscent 
of the least glorious moments 
of the Nixon adminlstradon. the 
White House last week made 
public a 331-page report from 
Its counsel's office entitled, 
“Communication Stream of 
Conspiracy Commerce". 

The report contains hun- 
dreds of press articles, but its 
prize exhibit is an alleged me- 
dia chain, purporting to show 
how allegaiKns of White House 


skulduggery and scandal find 
their way from obscure think- 
tanks to the mainstream media. 

The Jones affair, which arose 
from the 1993 ■'Troopergate” 
revelations from members of 
iben-Govemor Clinton's secu- 
rity detail about his sexual ad- 
venturing in Arkansas, is but 
one example. Others include 
some of the more lurid White- 
water subplots. 

Mr Clinton's advisers' con- 
spiracy begins with “well-fund- 
ed right-wing think-tanks and 
individuals". These feed their 
fantasies via specialist journals 
and the IntemeL throu^ Britirii 
tabloids and conservative Unit- 
ed Stales papers to heavyweights 
such as the Nen' Yivk Tunes and 
the Washinffon Bxt. 

The study has earned the 
White House nothing but deri- 
sion - not least because the US 
media is far too disorganised to 
conduct a conspiracy. 


significant shorts 


l^ltsinat 
work on his 
recovery 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
recovering from pneumonia. 


Gandhi ashes 
set fir the 
final jottmey 

Forty-nine years after he w'as 
killed by a Hindu fanatic and 


had become more activ’e and cremated in Delhi. Mahatma 


was working on documents, 
his doctors said A bulletin 
released throu^ the 
Kremlin said he was in a 
stable condition, with 


Gandhi's ashes will be 
immersed in the Ganges this 
month. The ashes, placed by 
aides in a State Bank of 
India locker, will be banded 
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and temperature. 
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recent Supreme Court order. 
Reuter- New DeOu 


Algerianaray Burundis£Q^ 
uigedtorebel refugees shot 


Algeria’s banned Islamic Burundian soldiers shot 
Salvation Front urged the dead 126 Burundian Hutu 
armv to mutiny, on the fifth refugees trying to break out 
aiiniversaiy of the of a holdi^ camp, the army 

cancellation by the military admitted, ^ven soldiers had 
of elections that the been arrested. The refugees 

fundamentalists appeared had been e:^e]led from 
poised lowiiL Jieuier-Airu Tanzania. AP-Aipimtora 


Ba^idadteUs Dutch male Ifig 
of aule’s death ecsta^haul 

Abdullah Bdhil al-Samaraa, Police searching a ship from 


an adviser to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq, 
had died in a “regrettable 
inddent”, Baghdad radio 
announced. 

Ratter -Bof^idad 


China found a haul of 
chemicals capable of 
ptxkducing 30 million ecsia^ 
pills, the biggest Aich 
discovery in the country. 
Ratter -Rotterdam 
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Elspeth Huxley 


Elspeih Huxley, the author and 
commentator on world affairs, 
was a witty, incisive and prolif- 
ic writer whose oame of 38 
books, tapped out on two fin- 
gers on an ancient Qi)ewriter. 
covered events spanning the 
best part of this ccntuiy. 

She was a meiicuious re- 
searcher. equally adept at diav-’- 
ing from her muse evocative 
biographies of David Living- 
stone, Florence Nightingale. 
Soott of the Antarctic and Lord 
Delamere, travel books, an- 
thologies. crime novels and 
even drier treatises such as the 
methods of food production. 
Her lasL and very vital work, a 
biography of Sir I^tcr Scott, the 
naturalist and nriiter. was writ- 
ten when she was 83. 

Hersbarp insights, there un- 
til the iasL tenacity, compassion 
and dry sense of humour made 
her loved by her friends of all 
generations and nationalities as 
well as deeply respected b>' a 
network of colleagues with 
whom she kept in touch until 
her death. 

Elspeth Huxley's life was 
guided by an unfettered and en- 
quiring spirit in the tradition of 
her upper-class, unconvention- 
al family. Her mother Eleanor, 
immortalised in Hindey’s Nella: 
leiiers from Africa ( 1980), was 
the sixth and youngest child of 
Lord Richa’rd de Aquila 
Grasvenor. who later became 
Baron StaJbridge. Her father 
was Major Josccline GranL a ro- 
mantic adventurer whose fam- 
ily came from Inverness. 

The Grants were down-io- 
eanb in their approach to life's 


problems lot^ before they em- 
igrated to Kei^ as settlers in 
1913. Even wiien she was three, 
Elspeth's feariess zest for life 
was erident. Her moUier Nel- 
lie broke in 16 Welsh ponies at 
their farmhouse in Sussex by 
lungiim eadi one on a rein 
with ^peth strapped in a pan- 
nier to the pony’s back for Dal- 
las!. Tile uttle girl chuckled 
with delight as she careered 
round in a aide in rhk pre- 
carious positioa. When taken to 
her first party in a grand Lon- 
don house, she headed straight 
for the rocking horse and 
picked at its mane in search of 
lice. 

At the age of six she began a 
pioneering life ai Thika, where 
her father carved out a coffee 
plantation from the bush. Her 
warm reteUing of her childhood 
is to be found m two of her best- 
loved books. 77ie Trees of 
TJiika (1959) and TTic 
Lizard (1962). These autobi- 
ographies, rich in anecdotes 
and the dreams of childhood, 
were televised to great aedaim 
in 1981. 

Elspeth, an only child, was 
brought up in a stone bun^ow 
at Thika with most of the basics 
but none of the luxuries. She 
bathed in chocolate-coloured 
water drawn from the oear^ 
river vrtiich had been heated in 
four-gallon petrol tins and was 
populated with tadpoles and 
frogs. Tliika was a struggle 
outpost of the Empire which 
was a oO-mDe trek in an oxcart 
from Nairobi Occasionally an 
itinerant pastor arrived to con- 
duct a service in the bar of the 


local hotel which she attended. 
However, from the age of six, 
most of her Sunday mornings 
were spent riding to houn^ 
across a neighbour’s dsal estate 
after jackal and steinbuck and 
sometimes a cheetah, oerval 
catorwaitbog. Itwasa 16-infle 
ride home but, she later re- 
called, she never felt tired. She 
had an enxptionally fiilfilling 
childhood despite the family's 
constant financial stnig^es. At 
times the farm truck bad to be 
pulled 1^ a team of oxen as 
there was no money to buy 
petrol. 

When the First World 
broke out, the Grant family re- 
turned temporarily to England 
and El^th was placed in a 
boarding school at Aldebui]^ 
in Sufib^ After the freedom of 
Africa, it must have seemed like 
a prison. She was so hungry be- 
cause of food rationing t&tshe 
ate toothpake. At one pomt, she 
secreted food in a tin box hid- 
den in the garden with the aim 
of stowing away on a ship head- 
ed for AMca. After a n^t spent 
sleeping in the woods she was 
dis^ered 1^ a policeman and 
carried bade to her aunt’s house 
where she was spending the 
school bolids^. A self-confessed 
troublemater, she developed a 
passion for horse rad^ at 
school and ran a book on the 
Derby, coliectiDg the penny 
bets of her classmates. 

On her return to Kenya in 
1919, she was taught at home; 
history from her mother and 
how to plw pc^ and shoot bu^ 
with a .22 rifle by her lather. 
When the coffee fann had to be 



Huxl^ an unfettered and enquiring spirit 


sold in the face of a mounting 
overdiafr, the family moved to 
the hi ghlands of Njoro to start 
a maize and pig form. She was 
de^atdued to the Government * 
European S^ool in Nairobi to 
finis h her secondary education. 

Her joumali^ career began 
at 14 when she wrote an artide 
on polo for the East African 
Standard. It was considered 


good enoi^ for her to become 
mat newspaper’s polo corre- 
spondenL At 17 she won the 
Empire Essay Competition. 

^ tried for Cambridge Uni- 
veisity but faOed because of her 
non-existent t-arin. instead she 
read agriculture at lading 
an^ in her finalyear, at Comefl 
University in the United States. 
Precodous literaiy talent 


notwithstandii% it was hoped 
that she would eventually take 
over the running of the singu- 

laify unsuccesfol femify fenn at 

Njoro. 

Instead she seoized a job in 
London as an assistant pi^ of- 
ficer in the Empire Mazketing 
Board for vriiat was then con- 
ddered a handsome salary of 
fivepoands a week. It was here 
in the board's dreary govern- 
ment offices that sh'e met Cer- 
vas Huxley, a colleague who was 
to become her liud^d in 1931. 
]t was a marriage of enduring 
love which lasted 40 years un- 
til Geivas, a cousin of the writer 
Aldous, died in their Wiltshire 
cottage in 1971. 

Govas was appointed to run 
the newty cieatedand dubiously 
titled C^lon Tea Propaganda 
Bo^ Wtb a brief to encour- 
age the world to drink more tea. 

he travelled the continents, of- 
ten with Elspeth by bis gde. Fcir 
the next five years she lived out 
ofasuitcase, but a good part of 
this period was spent in Kenya 
researching a commission to 
write the Uo^r^by of Lord De- 
lamaie, Kenya’s most promir 
neut settler. The two-volume 
White Man's Country 0?^ 
became one of the dennitive 
works on the colony of Kenya 
while fyrks and Hope ( 1964) 
was a similarly brfliiant de- 
scription of Kenya’s run-up to 
ind^odence. 

She espoused eclectic caus- 
essudi as opposition to the ero- 
sion of the countryside and 
support for euthanasia. It was 
one of her hallmarks that she 
tackled everything she saw and 


dkl with azest that produwd re- 
sults. On a 1938 safan^gh 

the Northern Frontier 

awild part of Kenya inhabited 

only by f£ 

palled to discover that this area 
the aze of Britam was M- 

trofied on a part-time basis by 
one game wsurden. She wrote a 
well devised protest with rec- 
omfflendanons on how to im- 
prove the efficiency of the 
Kenyan game department 
which was passed on to tne 
Kenyan authorities via the 
Colonial Office. 

As a result, a permanem 
w^en was aj^inted to the 
NFD. His name was (^orge 
Adamson. She forged a lifetime 
friendship with George and his 
wto Joy who made her hon- 
orary godme^er of their lioness 

Elsa. Joy Adamson asked her to 

write Elsa's story, but she re- 
fused saying Joy should do it 
herself. 

During the Second World 
War she worked for the BBC's 
war propaganda department 
and later became the liaison of- 
ficer between the BBC and the 
Cotonial Office. From 1952 to 
1959 she was on the BBCs Gen- 
eral advisory council. In 1959 
she served as an independet 
member on the Monckton Ad- 
visory Commission on Central 
Africa and travelled there often 
in the course of advising on tile 

political friture of that part of 
Africa. In 1962 she was ap- 
pointed CBE for her services to 
Africa and her highly regarded 
career as an author. 

Her l^t touch with words 
suffusedher books which have 


menior^le quotes- on oeariy 
every page. She wrme of a 
vroman who had been-^a great 
adventuress before retidagtoa 
quieter life in Eoglaufi^ “Sie 

died answering the 

an electrician m SuibitOD’'. 
Zfor more thw 20 years Q. 

q>eth Huxley lived jaodworked 
at her cottage in . WSlt^uie, 

where she spent mndi ti me in 
the garden, a source of relaz- 
ation and, so she said, tt^em 

because there ws alw^ 
thing to be done: With, her 
bron^ sun4vdnUed face and 

disODCtive puddu^-hovd hair- 
cut her profidency at clear 
analysts and formidabte mem- 
oiy, she reminded friends of a 
Aztec queen. 

Muy Anse FUzgnald 

El^di JosceBne Grant, wiur 
bom London 23JtJy I9ff7: As- 
sistant Press Officer,. Btr^ 
MaHoedng Board 1929:3^ hun- 
ter, BBC General Advisory 
Council 1952-59; UK Indepen- 
dent Manben Monektan Adri- 
sory eommission on iCemml 
Africa 1959: CBE 1962; autha- 
o/ White Man’s Counts Lord 
Delamere and the'mdau of 
Kenya 1935, Tlie Flame liees 
of Thika 1959, The Mottled 
Lizard 1962, Forte tetd- Hope 
1964, Their Shining Eldora^: 
a journey tfarough Anstralia 
Im7, Florence Nigl^gale 
1975, Soott of the Antarctic 
19^, NeDie:1ettezs from Africa 
1980, Peter Scott painter and 
naturalist 1993; nuzrried 1931 
Get^ Hwdey (died one 
son); died letdwy Gloucester-- 
shire lOJanuarv 1997. 
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George Young 


If. in the middle 1940s, 1. or 
most other teenage boys in 
Gotland, had been asked the 
question: “What is the Iron Oir- 
tain?" the answer would have 
bad little to do with Winston 
Churchill. Fulton. Missouri, 
Eastern Europe, or Stalin. Our 
answer would have been. “Daw- 
son. Gray, Shaw. Symon, 
Young, and Cox.” The iron 
Curtam for us boys was most 
certainly the Rangers Defence, 
and any’conncciion with the So- 
viet Union would have been in 
terms of Iheir epic match at 
Ibrox in November 1945 with 
the visitors from Moscow Dy- 
namo. who a week before had 
come to Britain as a goodwill 
gesture, and thrashed both Ar- 
senal and Cardiff City. 

Jerry Dawson was the safest 
pair of hands before or since 
ever to ke<ro goal for Scotland. 
Gray and “TT^r" Shaw were su- 
perb old-fashjoned. hard-tack- 
ling full backs. Scott Symon was 
later to be the Rangers' man- 
ager, and Sammy Cox one of the 
brainiest half-backs and feeder- 
in-chief of the great inside- 
forwards Toiy Gillick and Alec 
Venters. But the epicentre of 
them all was George 'Vbung. just 
as he was in the early 1950s, 
when the curtain had somewhat 
changed to Bobby Brown, the 
international goalkeeper. 
Young and fellow internation- 
alists Eric Caldow, Ian McColl 
and Willy Woodburo - a leg- 
endary defence still fre^ in the 
memory of fans who saw them 
40 years ^o. It was the Young 
Cunain. ‘‘Corky” was what he 
was ahnost universally called by 
the players, because be kept a 
cork as a lucky charm from his 
first International against Eng- 
land in 1943. 

In his playing days I did not 
know George Young, but ap- 
plauded him often on the Geld. 
He has been described as a huge 
bear, 6ft 2in. and weighing be- 
tween 13 and 20 stone. But if he 
was a bear he was an exceeding 
agile one. The dazzling Preston 
North End and Englara winger 
Tom Firmey, whom Young re- 
ferred to as ”ir^ friend the 
Preston plumber”, had a more 
subtle description. Finney de- 
scribed Young as: 

Like a giant octopus. You would beat 
him se^'en times in one man, and 
(houchivDu were past him, then dial 
eigfaih vwould come out to reclaim 
thebaU. 

Indeed, thousands of us 
would repeatedly watch Young 
unmn his right leg with perfect 



The epitome of fair play: Tbui^ leads out Rangers at Ibrat, 1957 


timing to dispo^e^ the most 
gifted opponent. 

Second to Finney among 
those gifted opponents was Sir 
Stanley Matthews. Matthews 
said: “When 1 saw George in a 
Scotland line-up. I knew win- 
ning would not be easy.” 
Young's greatest wins were the 
successive Scottish victories at 
Wembley in 1949 and 1951. lb 
his eternal regret, he never 
took part in any of his 53 in- 
ternational appearances (for 
4S of which be was captain), in 
a Scotland victory against Eng- 
land at Hampden I^k. 

Young captained Rangers to 
six Scottish League Champi- 
onships, four Scottish Cup iri- 
umplu and two League Cup 
wins. He was the ^iiome of four 
play. The late ^ly Ormond, 
one of the Hibernians' famous 
five - Smith, Johnston, ReiUy. 
Turnbull and Ormond -and lat- 
er the Scottish team manager, 
used to illustrate Young's ap- 
proach thus: 


In my Gist game against Rangers at 
Easter Road, I was a cocky young- 
ster. Wilh' WMdburn - the reiodous 
ladder a'nd Rangers and Srotland 
ceolre-half in the early 1950s - 
yelled after f had gone past him with 
the ball: “Geoige. get uiai little bas- 
tard!” At the fust moment, after the 
ball had next eonc out of play. 
Young put his massive parw' on my 
shoulder and said gently, “Never 
mind. son. uhai Woemhurn says, I'D 
deal with you in my own w^'," which 
1 knew wu fair play. 

Young dealt fairly with even 
the toughest of opponents. 
Stanley Monenson of Blaciqtool 
and En^and and Jimmy Hagan 
of Sheffield United and 
land. both of whom he partic- 
ularly admired. 

As captain. Young exercised 
far more relative aufooriN than 
any modem skipper. Sitting 
next to him at an old-age pen- 
sioners' function, in Bo 'ness. 
West Lothian in 1975, 30 years 
after he had worked in the 
town in a reserved oanipation 
during the Second World 
as a shipyard engineer, I asked 


him about whether be thought 
a captain should influence team 
seltxtion. He replied: 

In day, it was a gt^ idea. I played 
agai^ toe lads or with Rangers’ lads 
in and week out Almost an pos- 
sible candidates for international 
bonomsweienitbeSootiisb Le^e. 
Nowadays, it's not the same. Mai^ 
playeis pb^ in the English First Di- 
vision, or even abroad. But there’s 
something to be said for a captain 
making a Judgemeiu <Hi the pitch and 
gMog atrace to be heeded by the 
selectors. 

In the early 19S0s his rela- 
tionship with Sir George Gra- 
ham. the powerful secretary of 
the Scottish Football Assooa- 
tioo, was a particularly dose 
one. When it was st^gested that 
Scotland needed a team man- 
ager altme the lines of the role 
V^ler Wmterboitom had cre- 
ated in En^and, Graham fa- 
mously replied: don’t need 

a manager, weVe got George 
Young!” And, in a sense. Gra- 
ham was justified. Young cap- 
u'lned Scotland and as 
undisputed captain of the side, 
had a major say in polios. 

However, thb was to have 
one unfortunate consequence. 
In the 1940s Young had made 
it known that on the Scotland 
right wii^ he had a preference 
for Jimmy Delaney, the Celtic 
and Manchester United wizard 
(wiio scored the winning goal in 
the last imnute against England 
in 1949), rather than Rangers' 
own Willy Waddell, later to be- 
come manager at Rangers. This 
led to a certain sourness be- 
tween Young and >^ddeU and 
to Young's great hurt, when 
Vlbddell was manager at Ibrox, 
Young's testimonial (a special 
fundraising match), whkm this 
generous man need^ was held 
at Brockville in Falldik (which 
only had a capacity of 15.000) 
rather than at Ibrox (which 
then had a capacity of 60.000). 

The lasting memory of 
George Young is of a stoically 
cheeifol §ianL unable to ^peak, 
disabled m his wheelchair, yet 
making it clear that be enjoyed 
the company of fellow foot- 
ballers and ffiends. 

liunDalyel] 

George Ibung. fooibailer and 
/ootbaB manager botn Grange- 
mouth 27 October 1922; pmer 
for Rangers 1941-57: S3 Scot- 
landcaps 1948-57; Manager of 
Third Lanark 1959-62; mar- 
ried 1943 Zena Graham (died" 
1 995; tHo daughters): died Sla- 
mannan. Central 10 January 
1997. 


Jill Summers 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deal^ 


IN MEMORIAM 

DORRrrt KUra FortL ^cd tl.l,S7. 
.'tlways missed. 

For Gosrtle BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, (elcpbonc 0171-293 2011. 


ROVAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tbr PiliHC «l H«ta ifti'ib ih; ScnfWl Mu- 
vuDi. ih; Seneb Hiaw, bbalwijfa: as tabdcM. the 
rnnceMiwL jiUiMnltK hna iTiw Somali Study 
$u[<p-n ronfeism jI the EdWwih InicrtuiiPBl 
■.'i-alrfcncu (.‘cgirc: %'bii'i ihc Phibe Ool im- 

■mKali . < the Ihiyal Mk. Mbbi Cm EdriwfiL 

Macw, llai|,BiiJ, htnn, the Ci4leve '4 

NimK III iIk Umed KtagdooL alRodt aContMV 
lie ibo nnenblan ■<! Annb If SnahrnO'’( ihr R(^ 
alCnlk)ic Nunine IniEbluK ai ihs BarMoin ILJ, 
L.ntAinCd 

Changing of the Guard 

The I lnu..-hr>U Cmby Mmimed RoguiiHi lummv 
Vhe <>hKU<. Ijfc Oiui<l Qt H er n CmrJa, Uanc 
Bittikon ViO, uuua. Buuni. Uv Queea', fhuhL.il 
n»hMlJiaiu hfao. Il.vuffl, iHih) (vmlilul (Ac 

WrUh < iiBiit. 


Marriages 

Mr R. L. Slave 
and Mrs I- Wick 

The marriage took place on 1 1 Jon- 
uaiy between Mr RcAten Leon Slowe 
and Mrs Lilian Wick. 

Birthdays 

Mr Crmgje Aitchfioo. pauiter, 7 1‘, Aff 
Marshal Sir John Bakcr-Carr, 91: Sir 
Brian Barrait-Boyc5i, hean surgeon, 
73: Mr QK-e Betts MT. 47: Sir Jo- 
hannes Bjelke-Peiersen, former 
minister of QueenslaDd, 86; Mr 
Richaid Blackford, conqxxer, 43; Mr 
Michael Bond, creator of** Padding- 
ton Bear”, 71; Dr Sydom Brenner. 
biolo^L TCH Sir John rnbigs, former 
senior civil servant, 64; Mr Edward 
Crew, chief constable, Northani]> 
tonshire, 5 1 ; Mr Tim Fi.ivin. actor, 
dancer and singer. 58; Mr Stephen 
Hendiy. snool^r player, 28; The 
Right Rev Michael Henl^', Bishop 
of St Andrews. Dunkeld and Dun- 
blane, $8'. Lord Jotinmoa, a Senator 
of the College of Justice in SoodancL 
55; Sir Li.im McColluin. a Lord Jus- 




tice of Appeal Northern Ireland, 64; 
Me Ronlm Rafterty. gpifer, 33; Sic 
Colin Shepbeid MP, 59; Mr Bernard 
Sbrimslcy. assodale ediior, Daily 
Eqmss, 66; Mr Robert Stack, actor. 
78: Mr Kennetb Turpio. fonner 
V^ce-Chancellor, Oxford UniveisiQr, 
S2: The Rev Michael Vickets, 

Assisuint Bishop. Blackburn, 68. 

Annh-ersaries 

Birtlis; Charles BsrraulL collector 
and publisber of fahy rales, 1628; Ho- 
rn tio Alger, clergyman and author of 
boys' books, 1834; Oliver Hilary 
Samboroe Messel designer, 1905; 
Lord WUUs (Edward Henry "led” 
Willis), piaywrigbL 1918. Deaths: 
£dmund Spenser, poet, 1599; 
George Fco, founder of the Sodeiy 
of Friends, 1691; Je3i>B:q)tiste Maic- 
hand, soldier and explorer. 1934; 
James Joyce, nm-elisu 1941 . On this 
day: William Lyon Mackenzie, Oma- 
dian rebel, was arrested in the Unit- 
ed States. 183S; the Hudson's Bay 
Company acqinred Mincouver Island. 
British Columbia. 1848; conscription 
was introduced Into Russia. 1874: the 


^udeville Theatre, London, second 
building, opened, 1891: the Inde- 
pendent Labour Party wa< formed 
under Keir Haidie, 1^5: follon-ing 
the acquittal of Major Esterha^-, 
EmOe ^la published his open tel- 
ler Vacaae’' to the Heodi presidenL, 
1S9S; South Aftkan troops occupied 
Swakopmund in German South- 
Vfest Africa. 1915; a 385-caial dia- 
mond was found in a mine at 
Kimberley, South Africa, 1919; 
Britain appointed her first ambas- 
sador lo conunuxiisi Qima, 1972: tbe 
world’s largest airport was opened in 
Dallas, Texas, 1974; a Boeiog 737 air- 
craft cradled into a bridge on tbe R>- 
lomac river, bitting li^ ships and 
loUiog 78 people. 1982. ‘Ibday is the 
Feast Day of St A^ecius, St Berno 
and St Hilar)' of Poitiers. 

Gray*s Inn 

The following appoiniments have 
been annoiinced Gray’s Inn: 

Masien nf (he BeiKh; Mr Anhor Joho Jcrc- 
mv GoinperLt OC: Mr Philip Anihony 
Nju^iud QC Mr Rogur John Row QC 
Honorary MaKcn M ibe Bench: Mr Mictuel 
.\nihoiiy lid b Ba-diJr QC: Sir John Shal. 



As merry widow Plqilis Pearce 
of the gc^lfy voice and blue- 
rinse hairdo, chasing fellow 
pensioner Percy Sudeii in 
Cortmation Strea, Jill Summets 
gained a legion of a dmir ers in 
her later years, after a lifetime 
treading the boards in variety 
across Britain. 

into a tiieatzical fami- 
ly in Eccles, Lancashire, in 
1910, her father was a circus 
d^trope walker and her moth- 
er. Marie Santoi. a famous re- 
vue artist. Her uncle was 
Johzmy FtiUer, “The Bunous 
Cat”, who frequently acted 
alongside Fay Compton in the 
paotdmirae Dick fniittington. 
One of four-sisters anda broth- 
er, who all took to the stage 
while young. Summers per- 
fonnea a musical comedy dou- 
ble act wilh her brother. 

By 1939. she bad left tbe stage 
and taken up hairdressing be- 
cause theatres were going 
throu^ a bad patch, but that all 
c han ged when war broke OUL 
Summers was caUed on to work 
in a factory but explained that 
she would be better as an en- 
tertainer, so she joined ENSA 
and performed her act for the 
troo^ Starting as a singer, she 
trip^ over CR1 stage dumgone 
pmonnance and came out with 
a mouthful of comedy that was 
to change her career. 

She became a stand-up come- 
dienne and revue artist, and ber 
acuJhe Pipes of Pan, made ber 
famous in London and tbe 
provinces. She was billed as 
"Lancashire Comedienne JiU 
Summers, The Pin-Up Girl of 
British RaDways” and known 
particularly for her personae of 
“the portress”, “the waitress” 
and “tbe BiacIqx>ol tart”. 

Summers’ career was to 
change again when she took her 
first television acting tc^. play- 
ing Delilah Hilldrup in the FIV 
twioe-weeldy serial Castle Havm, 
in 1969. Crated by Kevin Laf- 
fan - later to write Emmerdaie 
Amt - it was set in a town on the 
Yorkshire coast and followed the 
liv^ of readents in two laige Vic- 
torian houses that had been 



Summers (right, as PhyDis Pearce) and Jean Alexander (as Hilda Ogden) In Coronation Street 


converted into flats. Other actors 
in C!^e Haven included future 
Coronation Street stars such as 
Roy Barradough and Kathy 
S taff, as well as Gretcfaen 
Franklin, who went on to play 
Ethel Skinner in EastEnders. 

On televisioa. Summers also 
had her own weekly series. 
Summers Here, featiinng such 
star guests as Wilfrid Hyde 
White, Mcbael Bentine and 
Terence Alexander. As an ac- 
tress. she appeared in The Dtor- 
binmen (1%9), Queaiie's Castle 
(1970), The Flaxton Boys ( 1973), 
Ree as a Bird {1973). Loi^ and 
Ted (1973), tbe aw^-winoing 
schools series How Used to 
Uve, the Alan Bennett {day Sim- 
set Across tire Bay (doogside 
other Coronation Street stars. 
Elizabeth Dawn and Madge 
Hindle, 1975), Jack Rosenthal's 
Ready When lix: Are, Mr McGill 
(1976), the l3-part serial This 
Y^r Next ihir (playing hat- 
tleaxe Tessa. 1977) and the 
John Braine drama ^ay with Me 
Till Momit^ ( 1981 ). 

She also acted Nancy's Aunt 
laj^tha (1979). Michael Apt- 
ed's speculative production, 
starring Dustin Hoffman and 
Vanessa Redgrave, about what 
might have happened to the 
mystery writer A^tha Christie 


during her famous 1 1-day dis- 
appearance in 1926. 

Summers first appeared in 
Coronation Street in 1972, as Hil- 
da Ogden's fellow cleaner, 
Bessie Proctor, at Ae Genicom 
night-club, where Rita Sullivan 
(then Uttlewood) sang. Hilda 
was officially bead cleaner, but 
Bessie refured to acknowledge 
her seniority. 

Ten years later. Summers re- 
turned as Ph^lis Pearce, track- 
ing down ber grandson Craig 
'lately when he moved to ^e 
street with his grandfather on 
the other side of the family, 
Chalkie (the late actor Tbddy 
Tliroer, bad played her bus- 

band in This Next l^r). 
Phyllis's daughter had died of 
cancer and she was seeking 
what family she had left. *11160, 
when her own home in Ondur- 
man Street was demolished 
and Craig emigrated to Aus- 
tralia with his father, Phyllis 
asked Chalkie if she could move 
in with hifTL He refused and, af- 
ter wiiming £3JiOO on the hors- 
es. left for Australia himself. 

But Phj^is worked in Jim's 
and found a reason for con- 
tinuing to visit Coromaion Street 
when she set hers^tson feDow- 
pensioner Percy Sugden (actor 
Bill >h^ddiDgton), whose war- 


time memories she would listen 
to aridly. His attempts at brush-, 
ins her aside never stemped her 
inratiiation and Phyllis even 
wrote an “Ode to Percy", wbicii 
wem a brewery ccmqieiidoQ in 
1993. After losmg her job in the 
cafe, she worked as a deaner for 
Audrey Roberts and Des Bames. 

During her early years as 
P^Uis, Summers was reunited 
wifo two old friends frera music 
hall days, BDl 'Waddii^toai and 
Torn Mennaid, who pl^d Sam 
Tindall until his death in 1989. 
The Coronation Sireercastwen 
like a femily to Summers, who 
was 10 years, older than the 
character she played, and she 
credited them whh belong her 
thnn^ a time of grief after her 
sercood husband, &CIiffSimp- 
son-Smith, died in 1984. Five 
years later she was one of those 
who appeared in front of the 
Queen at tbe Royal N^dety Per- 
formance. Jfll Suinmets acted in 
more than 500 e|MsodesofChn> 
nation Street. 

Anthony Hayward 

JiB Summers, singer, comoii- 
aine and actress: bom Eedes, 
Lancashire 10 Decembff 1910; 

twee monied (bothhudMods^ 
ceased; one adopted son); dfof 
Mancheder II January 1997. 
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Professor S. Herbert Frankel 


%V- 


Your interesting obituary of 
Professor S. Herl^rt Fiankel [by 
Professor Jonathan Frankel. 30 
December] omits one aspect of 
his work at Oxford which I was 
fortunate enough to benefit 
from, writes R.C Overton. I re- 


fer to his lectures 'm Rhodes 
House in the late 1940s lo 
cadets on the Colonial Service 
(“First Devonshire”) Course 
who were destined to take up 
administrative posts in the var- 
ious colonies. 


Professor Frankel was a pop- 
ular lecturer with his agreeably 
relaxed style and his refreshing^ 
sceptical and down-to-earth ap- 
proach. I remember on one oc- 
casion when one of our number 
had suggested some possibly 


over-ambitious scheme forim- 
provujg agriculture in a very 
primitive African vill^ie be 
gently pointed out that the pro- 
curement of a wheelbarrow 
might be the more productive 
way forward. 
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The following notes of judg- 
menLs were prepared ty the re- 
porters of the AU England Law 
Repons. 

Aoditors 

Barings pic & anrv Coopers & Ly- 
brand (a firm) & ors; CA (Leggatt, 
Strinton Thomas, Mummay UJI 22 
Nov 1996. 

The Court of Appeal affirmed 
the decision of ChadwidcJ (Law 
Report, 1 Ocl(^ 1996) Lhm the 
au^'lorS of Barings' Singapore 
subsidiaiy were proper parties to 
an actim launched by Baring in 
London, and that writs could be 
served on them out of the juris- 
diction. Barings claimed dam- 
ages for negligence in re^ject of 
the ftiDure of both its London 
and Singapore auditors to un- 
cover tbe unauthorised dpallngs 
of Barings' empkiiyee I^diolas 
Leeson, which rented in the 
bank's collapse. 


CASE SUMMARIES. 


13 January 1997 


Sydney Kmiridge QC. Philip Sales 
fHabenSmithi far the fourth iind fifth 
defendants; Stanly- Bumton QC. 
Rhodri Doxies. Richard GUlis 
f'5/iJ/igA/er A May) for Borings: 
CTtmtopha-Su/dio- f H iWr Sapte) fir 
the secMtd and third JefenJunts. 

Shipping 

Gabay Eaeigy Lnteniational Ltd v 
Novorossiyiik Shippii^ Co (The 
Petr SAmidri; QBD (Comm Cl) 
(Lon^OR J) 8 Nov 1996. 

A notice of readiness to load a 
vessel was not invalid even 
ihou^ it had been tendered out- 
side the hours within which the 
charterparQ^ had required it to 
be tendered. if a notice was 

untrue would it 1 m invalid in the 
sense of being a nullity. Since the 
ship was physically ready when 


tbe notice was given, it was not 
untrue, only non-cootractual in 
tile sense tiiat it was tendered 
outside contractual times. Ac- 
cordingly it was not invalid and 
was contractual from the time 
the diarterpany had stated it 
should be served. 

Nicholas HamHa (Stqdtenson Har- 
wood) for the dutnenrs; Chaies 
Friday {LoMoiee Grehm) for the 
awnas. 

VAT 

R V Castoms & Excise Comnirs, cx 
p Kay & Co Ltd & on; QBD (Kcaw 
J) 19 Nov 1996. 

The commissioners had no 
po<^ to refrain from paying 
daims for recovery of overpaid 
VAT or undairoed ccediis pend- 
ii:^ proposed legislation (o lim- 


it the time for making claims to 
thrm years. On 18 Jt^ 1996 the 
Fayma^ GeoeiaJ announced 
in Parliament that a provrskni 
would be introduced in the 
next Finance Bill retrosp^ 
tiv^ Uirrrting the time for siidi' 
clainis. Curtoms i mmediat ely 
stopped paying claimK over 
three years old. The Vrlue 
Added Tax Act 1994cdaferf^ 
no power to defer payment of 
processed claims fttfafilkhed g 
valid pending the proposed!^ 
islatkm. Irrtmediate 
of the sums due was ordered*' 
Roderick Cerdara QC wkh, 

Rkhard McManus .(Pdisna/^ 
Co), Joe Smouha (ASen dtOvaj)^ 
Padha CargB-Thongison 
Attlee; Titnnus Sainer Dedt^^ 
wards Gddard, Cardff) 
dKapplicattts:M'fehad. 
erA McKmae) far the 
cam. Paul Lesdk QC, 

(Customs & Excise}. 
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Saving the world needs leadership, not arson 



0^fE CANAD/^ SQIOUSE CANARY WHARF LONDON E14 5DL 
TELEPHONE 0171-^ 2000 / 0171-345 2000 FAX 0171-293 2435 / 0171-345 2435 


M jldle-class greens were brought 
f^-to-face with the spectre of 
violence over the weekend, 
when a dpper truck was set ablaze by 
protesters in Newbury. Some of them 
(us?) will have felt a strong urge to hop 
into their Rarige Rovers and head back 
to respectabiU^. But even without the 
actions of the Provisiona] wing of the 
• ecology movement, the hardening of 
positions in the muddy trenches of the 
' battles of the Newbury bypass and the 
_ Exeter-Honiton road raise important 
questions about the future direction of 

environmental protest 

^ need to step back and review the 
portion of the green movement in its 
• broad^t sense. There is a sense of mil- 
lennarian unease about the environment 

t and the sustain^nlhy of the modem cap- 
• italist way of life which lies beneath pub- 

1k opinion m this countiy. Opinion polls 
show that people think the environment 
is important, b^ond that th^ have 

rdatively little idea what should be done 
to save, the planet In their environ- 
mental policies the main political par- 
• ties are surprisingly close to each other, 
with the Liberal Democrats the most 
even more surpris- 
ing - the least Meanwhile, the Green 
Pa^, which in 1989 seemed set to 
repl^ the “Social and Liberal Democ- 
rats” as the third force in British poli- 
; tics, has disappeared into its own lead- 
erless ghetto. It seemed determined to 
- copy the German Greens’ split between 


rva/os and /umAr before it had anything 
to get realo about Meanwhile, journal- 
ists have been eager to hail the direct- 
action campai^s against roads and 
animal-rights protests against veal 
exports as evidence of a broad move- 
ment uniting the marginalised and the 
mainstream of middle England. 

There is a danger that these cam- 
paigns are a bit like the old labour move- 
ment in what turned out not to be its 
heyday. Some of the green protesters 
seem to be getting into a losing men- 
tality, glorying in heroic individuai sac- 
riSce and acclaiming defeats as dry runs 
for eventual ineviti^Ie victory. 

It should have been deeply woirying 
to greens to see Tony Beim turn up at 
Ne^ury, ''speaking under an old oak 
tree” (of course), and describing the 
campaign against the bypass as “bril- 
liant”. We all know what the old stager 
regards as “brOIiant*’. Labour fought a 
“ImUiant” campaign in 1983. The min- 
ers' leader, Arthur Scargill, fought a 
brilliant” campaign in 1984^. 

Television pictures of arson and 
demonstrators smashing up earth- 
moving machines are the best way of 
putting off your potential supporters. 
But the spokespeople of the green 
•movement already know this. Charles 
Secrett of Friends of the Earth had it 
exactly righL “The criminal actions of 
a few hotheads run the risk of turning 
public opinion against the campaign. 
Scenes like these will discourage the 


millions in rruddle England who believe 
in environmental protection.” 

However, the fimdamental problem 
is not that a few people have run amok 
in Newbury, but that the green move- 
ment lacks leadership. Almost all anti- 
roads protesters, from Mr Secrett 
through to “Swampy”, the 23-year-old 
buried SO feet underfund near Exeter 
who featured in our pages recently, 
know the sacred importance of pre- 
serving their claim to non-violence. 
They believe, in Mr Berm’s ominous 
words on Saturday, that their protests 
have “raised issues of immense impor- 
tance for everyone in Britain”. They may 


have helped draw attention to the prob- 
lems of the car culture, but we suspect 
that phase is over. A vibranu successful 
green movement needs to be more 
flexible and imaginative, thinking of new 
ways of raising awareness without alien- 
ating the middle classes. Bsrhaps the 
campaign of civil disobedience a gains t 
the Milosevic government in Serbia 
offers a model? 

The public's Green consciousness is 
unformed, full of confusions about the 
relative importance of different envi- 
ronmental issues. This is not helped by 
what appears to many people as tree- 
hugging mysticism, obsoiring the link 


between road-building and climate 
change, for example. 

This disconnectedness of green poli- 
tics is partly a function of the success of 
“siiigle-issue” pressure groups. Green- 
peace mobilised public opinion on the 
backs of triiales. The International Fund 
for Animal Welfare on pictures of big- 
eyed fluffy seals. Prince Charles and 
Jonathan Dimbleby on the basis of 
nature trails for grown-ups. This lust, the 
green wellie lobbv-, is perhaps the most 
implant part of the whole movement, 
and its sra^ “c” conservative members 
are among those most likely to be alien- 
ated not Just violence but by any pub- 
licity for the “dop on strings" faction. 

It is because many environmenial 
dilemmas pose large questions to which 
the answers are uncertain that some 
doubt that there is a single green cause. 
Does the energy used in recycling do 
more damage than the depletion of 
finite resources in making new things? 
Is there any point in saving energy wUle 
the world’s population grows so fast? 
But the truth is that these questions are 
linked. What is lacking is a strong lead 
for the general public on priorities. So 
far, our poUtidans have onfy shown what 
Margaret Thatcher called followership. 

We need leadership founded on sci- 
entific method rather than sentimen- 
tality about animals or the countryside, 
although it can start from such things. 
Priorities need to be set. and a free mar- 
ket is one of the best ways of reconcil- 


ing competing concerns, but too many 
green fiuidis confuse capitalism with 
markets and are su^idous of attempts 
to put a price on environmental damage. 

While we respect individuaJ acts of 
non^lent heroism, and while we agree 
with Swampy and fiends of the Earth 
that there can be nothing more impor- 
tant than the sustainability of human life 
-- and therefore all life - on this planet, 
all greens need to reconsider what it 
means to lead public opinion. 


Name the 
data, Gordon 

D on't tell anybody, but worried 

about Gordon. If he dithers this 
much about choosing a wife, what's he 
going to be like when the monthly 
money supply figures come through at 
Number IT? Dc^ite reports of a sum- 
mer engagement. Mr Brown's minders 
insisted resterday that he had **no plans” 
10 many Sarah Macauley, the beautiful 
fixer of leftish public relations. Is that like 
having “no plans’ to raise personal 
taxes, or a different category of denial 
altogether? Of course, his personal life 
has nothing to do with what kind of 
Chancellor he would be. It is purely coin- 
cidence that it is high time both we and 
Ms Macauley got some straight answers. 


- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - 


Tories too can 
, benefit from 
I voting reform 

I Sin Whfle it is obvious, as more 
I voters resort to tactic^ voting, why 
; the Prime Minister should feel 
hostile towards any Ub-Lab. 

. alignment, h is less understandable 
why he should lay such emphasis on 
his dislike of any electoral reform 
\ (“Lib-Lab talks.to electoral 

f TefoTm”,6Janiii^), 

1 *' • Fbrtbere are scores of 
; cofnstitueodes in which Liberal 
Democrat ciuididates are 
iracUtionalfy in third place. 

: Realcringneatlpri^ 
mwcaxutbtt^ajreLib^ 


V' fo^e^evsu^lporttbLa)^^ 
wliKh hi^ promised A rdterend^ 

' ah' electorm reform, or to 
Conservatives whose leadership 
has expressed unequivocal 
opposition? 

In 19Sl,afcerahard-wonlbiy 
victory, 'A^nston Cbuichill 
; decla^: '*We must not be blind to 
the anomaly which has brought to 
House 186 representatives who 
' are returned only by a minority of 
those voted in their 
constituencies. Nor can we, to 
. wfaateverpartywebeloi^overiook 
' the constitutional injustice done to 
; 2,600,000 voters [LiberalsJ^o, 

- vo ting upon a strong tradition, have 
been able to return only nine 

‘ MembeisofParliamenL... Idonot 
think this is a matter which we can 
briish aside.” 

Sir FREDERIC BENNETT 

- AberangeH, QwyneM 

Sir Vernon Bogdanor (“Let’s root 
out the rot in our sickly 
constirution” 8 Januaiy) rightly 
empharises the Government’s low 
percentage support among the 
' voters, but faiU to point out that ±e 
real democratic deficit is far worse 
than, say, a 42:58 per cent ^lit. 

In the 14 genera elections since 
the Second Worid War no 
tfoverning party has commanded a 

■ ^ple majority of those who voted 
- althoi^ four have achieved 48- 
49 per cent. Ai the same time, 
however, an average of .23 per cent 
of the registered electorate has 
to vote in numbers r angin g 
from a “low” 5.4 million (16 per 
cent) in 1950 to an appalling 1 1 
million (28 per cent) in 1970. 

This takes no account of those 
(currently approaching 2 million) 

‘ who for ^^ous reasons are not 
even registered to vote. 

I calculate that in 1992 the 
CbaservativK were elected on the 

Dositive choice of only about 33 per 

cent of the potential adult electorate. 

Constitutional reform, inchi^ 
proportional representauon, wiU 

not netissarify ensure ^at people 

will turn out to vote. What is 
uraenlly needed is in)pnwe“*°*f 
loSe electoral machinery to 

it more efficient up-toKiate and 

“voter friendly”. 

RAYMOND BURGESS 

unmedjaied by bearings of 

evidence, proper arguments, 
detailed infonnaoonano 
constitutional safeguards 

become a kind of tyranny Itself. It 

Kcms that you are in favour not of 
real democrat^, where weiyOTe is 
cndlled to an nqnnl.s^’.® 
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ordinary people: they know how to 
liw and what sort of society they 
want to live in. They don’t need 
politidans to guide them. 
MURRAY PATON 
Bourne End 
Bitcfdn^amslibv 

Sin I empathise with G O Jones’s 
concern to exercise his democratic 
rights yet escape election-time 
razzoiatazz Oettcr, 10 January). He 
could follow my example. 1 ha^ 
revered my proxy vote and will 
now depart to Africa for a two-year 
posting. Drastic? Mttybe. 

ROBERT JOHN 
Leaminffon Spa, Warwickshire 


Stone of Scone is 
Northern Irish 

Sin Now that the Stone of Scone 
has been returned to Scotland 
(“Scots get the Scone, but Major 
wants the jam”), I wonder when it 
will be returned to Northern 
Ireland? I quote from The 
presbyt&y of Rowte by the Rev 
Harry C Waddell (published 1960): 

“Ibwards the end of the fifth 
century Fergus McErc became 
owner of the district around Annoy. 
He granted lands to St Patrick in 
the year 474 and built the Gist 
Christian church in the region. 
Fergus crossed to the Scottish side, 
occupied Dunsiaffiiage Castle, and 
brought with him the celebrated Im 
jiiil, or Stone of Fate, on which Irish 

monarchs were crowned and which 
was afterwards removed to Scone." 

Perhaps a campaign to return the 
stone to Ireland could unite the 
people in a way that Messrs Adams, 
fiimble and Robinson never can. 

SUZANNE STOCKMAN 
Felixsiowd, Suffolk 


Wind turbines a 
threat to climate 

Sir: It seems to me that wind 
turbine generators cannot be as 
harmless as people assume (letters, 
9 Januaiy). Wind carries energy, 
hence the use of wind farms to 
generate electricity. The turbines 
remove this energy from the wind 
and it elsewhere. 

Global weather is a chaotic 
^tem. The essence of chaos 
theory is that small changes in one 
part of the tystem lead to drastic 
and imnr edietable changes in other 
parts of the system. 

I bttiieve that the removal of 
eneigyfrom the wind could cause 
large-scale changes to wind ^steins 
in other parts of the world. Thus 
wind farms could conceivably cause 
just as much climatic damage as the 
fossU-foel-bUTDing power stations 
th^ are supposed to be replacmg. 
ANDREW COSGRAVE 
Cordiam, Wiltshire 

Sir Professor John IMdell 
( Letters, 9 J an.) is in danger of 
being run away with by his clean- 
energy hobby-horse. In writing 
about the new turbine at 
Nympsfield, I nowhere expressed 
disappren^ of wind-power as such: 
1 am as worried as anyone about 
the damaging chemical emissions 
of fossU fuel, and 1 welcome clean 
power, however generated, 

hty point was simpty that a 
prominent spot in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty is not 
the place for a single turbine 200 ft 
tali. As I wrote, the DTI inspector 


agreed that the structure would be 
severely detrimental to the village, 
and coQtzaiy to all existing 
conservation policies. My aim, 
further, was to show how ordinary 
people are powerless to protect 
their own environment. 

Hnally, may 1 inform the 
Professor that I do not live in 
I'fympsfield, and, in describing the 
villagers' rearguard action, was not 
trying to protect my own bade yard. 
DUFFHAKT-DAVIS 
Uiey, Gloucestershire 

Sir: Ibm Stevenson's article 
(“Costain chaos as fists fly", 7 
January), wben linked with the 
accompanying photograph, may 
bavegivra the impression that 
Friends of the Earth fought with 
security guards at Costain's latest 
extrao^inary genera! meeting. We 
didnoL 

Our shareholder campa^ 
against the ill-fated Newbury 1^- 
pass has always been conducted 
peacefully. N^olcnce is not only 
morally repugnant hut counter- 
productive to effective 
cam pai g ning. We condemn those 
who think otherwise, including the 
few hotheads who a^ressively 
confronted the Costain direaors. 

Let us not forget, though, that 
the tw-pass buflders are committing 
a far grea ter wro ng by ruining four 
of Britain's best wildlife reserves, 

12 archaeological sites and one 
listed Civil battlefield ate for a 

road that will not relieve Newbury's 
severe congestio n. 

CHARLES SECRETT 
Director, Friends of the Earth 
London NJ 


Women support 
expelled priest 

Sir I was interested to see the piece 
about Ussa Balasuriya's 
excommunication (“How Rome 
dealt with a turbulent priest”, 7 
January). 

I was with Fr Balasuriya in 
December at the fourth general 
assembly of The Ecumenical 
Association of Third World 
Theologians (Eatwot) in the 
PhUippines. Fr Balasuriya was a 
founder member of Eatwot and it 
was with some shock that 93 
parUdpants from 33 countries, 
maiiily in the Third World, heard of 
bis posrible excommunication. 

It was clear that one of the main 
reasons was his refusal to sign a 
profession of faith which included 
the words: “1 finnly accept and 
hold that the Church has no 
authority whatsoever to confer 
priestly ordination on women." 

The women members issued a 
statement that “as women 
theologians from Asia, Africa, 

Latin America and the minorities 
from the US, we deeply appredate 
this strong gesture of solidarity with 
womeu coming from a male 
theologian”. 

The whole conference was later 
invited to sign a resolution 
affirming suppon for Fr Balasuriya 
and appealing to his superiors and 
the Pope to give him a fair hearing 
and stop all proceedings 
excommunicating him. 

Many, like me, involved in the 
Struve to ordain women in the 
Church of England have studied Fr 
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Balasuriya’s uriiings and valued his 
thinkmg. As a Welsh woman 
celebrating with my sisters in Wales 
their ordination to the priesthood 
this weekend. 1 find it ironical that 
while one of the Church is 

being more inclusive, another is 
finding it necessary to censure so 
harshly an inspiring theologian and 
priest with a long history of 
stranding for justice and peace. 
BRIDGET REES 
TJieologi'Ad\iserto Christian Aid 
Mahvm, Worcestershire 


Scientology ban 
helps democracy 

Sir lb compare Germany’s stance 
on Scientology with the Nazi 
persecution of Jews, as several 
Hollywood stars did, does no 
justice to modern Germany 
(reports, 10 and 1 1 January). 

The reason for the opposition to 
Scientology is the same reason that 
Commiuiists cannot beromc cMl 
servants, and why there is now 
discussion on whether dril servants 
who are Freemasons should have 
lo declare their affiliation. 

The purpose is lo prevent 
nepotism and the underminii^ of a 
woifcing democraty hy secretive, 
possibly undemocrauc oiganisations. 

When the Nazis seized power, it 
was facilitated ty the existence of a 
democracy which permitted itsveiy 
opponents to form groups and even 
become members of parliament. 
Germany's post-war constitution 
has recognised this fault and 
established a “strong” democracy, 
one that can indeed he intolerant 
when its very root, the open 
democratic process, is endangered. 
TOBIAS SCHUMACHER 
London H'7*/ 


Bavarian throne 
first for Franz 

Sir: While Duke Franz of Bavaria is 
indeed the senior representative of 
the Stuart line (“King Franz of 
Scotland?”, 1 1 January), before he 
concerns himself with the Scottish 
throne he will surely wish to see the 
restoration of his native Bavaria's. 

In 1992 a Bavarian radio phone- 
in poll resulted in 68 per cent 
voting for the counuy to be a 
kingdom once more. This is exactly 
twice the number who. in the 
recent television debate, voted in 
favour of a British republic. I trust 
that all those who believe the 
British republican minority should 
be given the right to have a 
president will be equally vociferous 
m supporting the ovarian 
majority’s desire to have a king. 
DONALD FOREMAN 
Secre/an'-Genem, 

The Monarrhist League 
London WCl 

Sin James Cusick is mistaken. Maiy. 
wife of William lU, was not the 
sister of James n but his daughter. 
LIAM DUNNE 
London SW18 


McCarthy cash 
went to charity 

Sir: Jo Brand questioned whether 
John McCarthy “cheapened his 
experiences for the sake of some 
cash” when he did an advert for 
One-to-One cellular phones (“Jo 
Brand's Wrek”, 4 Januaiy). 

.As someone who was active 
herself in the campaign against the 
Asylum Act. she vHll be interested 
to know that he is a dedicated 
patron of the Medical Foundation, 
a charity that helps survivors of 
torture. Die majority are a^lum- 
seekers. 

He donated the entire proceeds 
(£80,000) to the foundation to help 
clients hit ty the withdrawal of 
benefits. 

HALLEY COHEN 
Medical Foundation for the Care of 
Victims of Torture 
London NWS 


Business aid for 
safer streets 

Sin Jason Bennetio (“The big 
issue? Safer streets”. 8 January) 
concludes his analysis of “zero 
tolerance”, ^suggesting, 
somewhat di^iiitedly, that “it may 
be a luxury we cannot afford" givea 
the extra costs of cracklqgdown on 
low-level street offences. 

This omits one factor which was 
employed in New York with some 
success, lliere. “business 
improvement districts’ have 
developed, a small rate being levied 
on all privately own 'dcomnercial 
properties in a ^vei area (usually 
one that is visibly ddj lining). The 
levy b spent on extra treet cl eaning 
staff, gi^ti removal •md street 
security. Why not Kb 's Cross in 
London? ; 

RICHARD DEZOYSi 
faculty of Heabh and; xial Science 
South l^nk University 
t amdon SE16 

Sir When 1 an in London I 
frequently encounter MPs, most of 
whom are ^itish and many of 
whom are aggressive and drink too 
much (“Hey Jimmy: heard about 
the minister who thinks most 
'oeggars are Scots?’, II Januaiy). 1 
have never met one yet who 
politely asked me for my vote. 

Dr DAVID DELVIN 

The Medical Infarmadtm Sa\ice 

Little Sheljbrd, Cambridgeshire 
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Britain serves 


up a winner 


The success of Tiin Henman 
threatens to condfound the 
natioDal stereotype of heroic 
failure. Matt Tench traces 
the rise of a rare champian 


U ntil recently the 
on a Bnton 
winning Wimble- 
don were, in the 
words of the Lad- 
brokes’ spokesman, “about the 
same as the second coming". 
This was hardly surprising, the 
bookies simply cndoreing the 
national stereotype Britain 
reserves for its tennis players; 
foppish, Kghtly-ianned young 
men, who pulled out the odd 
nice shot or two before losing 
gracefully to an unknown 
Swede in the tournament’s early 
rounds. 'Iheir fame was brief 
and brittle. Like their sport 
they rarely got any coverage 
outside Wimbledon fortnighL 
Which is one of many rea- 
sons why Tim Henman is not 
your average British tennis 
player. The &t 12 months have 
seen the 22-year-old from 
Oxford break through in his 
sport and, Q[pically, he has been 
as impressive in the winter 
months as be was in June and 
July. At the beginning of 
De«nd)er he reached the serai- 
hnal of the Grand Slam Cup, 
the ludicrously lucrative end-of- 
season bash in Munich. If that 
was progre^ his start to 1997 
has been little short of phe- 
nomenal. A week ago he made 
it to hhs first significant fimfi. a 
feat he bettered at the weekend 
by winning the Sydney Inter- 
national, lus first major title. 

In these tournaments be was 



beating players we have all 
heard of: Michael Stidu Goran 


heard of: Michael Stidu Goran 
Ivanisevic and Sergei Bniguera, 
for example. The Australian 
Open,, the first Grand Slam of 
the year, starts today in Mel- 
bourne, and for the foi.time In 
living memoir a Baton go^ into 
such a presti^ous event with a 
chance of winning it, albeit a 
slim one. Whatever happens, 
Henman has done enou^ 
already to show he is the b^t 
British tennis player for a gen- 
eration, and mayfiie much more. 

His rise could not be better 
timed, coming as it does at a 
time \dien two of middle Eng- 
land's favourite sports have 


given their followers L'ttie ap^ 
from depression and humilia- 


from depression and humilia- 
tion. England's cricketers have 
been in decline for a decade 


now, bnt even by their own 
standards the recent routing in 
the one-day series by Zim- 
babwe marls somethihg of a 
nadir. England’s rugt^ union 
team does still win matches - 
though not against the world's 
better teams - but here the 
frustration . focuses on the 
game's'antedEuvian rulers who 
have complete^ botched the 
move to professionaiism. 

But if Henman’s rise has 
been fortuitous, it was certainly 
not predictable. For genera- 
tions the juxtaposition of Wim- 
bledon ” the most successful 
and most important tennis 
tournament in the world - and 
the lamentable inadequacy of 
British tennis players was one 
of the fixed paradoxes on the 
sporting lanciscape. Year after 
year the All England Club 
would announce record profits, 
vear after year more was put . 
into the development of the 
game in this country, year after 
yeac.Bri;ish inter^t at Wim- 
ble^n muld epd .fciy.the fim 
Thursday. So where has our 
new hero come from? 

For most of his tennis life 
Tim Henman has been barely 
distinguishable from many ca 
his contemporaries; gifted, but 
certainly not a prodigy. His 
bloodHuie, it is true, could baidfy 
be bettered. Ellen Stawell- 
Brown, bis great-grandmother, 
was the fiiA woman to serve 
overarm at Wimbledon; his 
grandmesher, Susan, with a nice 
sense of symmetry, the last 
woman to serve underarm. Her 
husband, Henry Billington, 


made 15 appearances at the 
championsh^ reaching the 
third round on several occa- 
sions. Hiree of their chDdren, 
induding Thn’s mother Jane, 
compel^ in junior WimUe- 
don. His father, Ibny, is no 
slouch either, playing tennis, 
squash, hoedsey and cricket for 
Obtfortfrhire as well aspu^umg 
a successful career as a solicitor. 


T im, the younge^ of three 
brothers, first picked up a 
racket at the age of thr^ 
and it was immediate^ dear 
that he had a gift for the game 
- and be soon devel<>i^ a 
somewhat pfiecodous aixibhioD, 
Asl^ recently viien he fast 
realised be would pursue- a 
career in tennis, Henman 
answered, without a trace of 
froiy, “from the age of five or 
snT. Certainly thc^ who met 
Henman, even in his earliest 
years, were struck by the deter- 
mination and focus of a school- 
boy wjba was, in the words of 
David IJpyd, f njeebr selfish". 

ticyd, a meoibCT of Britain's 
most famous tennis ftunify and 
the founder of a lucrative string 
of indoor t»uiis centres, came 
across Henman as the benefi- 
ci^ of one of bis scholarships. 
Still there was no sign that fae 
teenage Henman, who was 
small for his age. was anything 
spedal. That breakthrough 
came in 1992 when, at 17, be 
was invited ty Bill KnigbL then 
head of craining at the Lawn 
Te nnis Association, to join 
three others to be coached by 
David Pelgate. Recalling that 


Wjll you help save 
Jenny’s life tonight? 



qO I LAST 

"O C I night 

Jenny sleeps in a shop doorway - but not to queue ibr the sales. She’s 
riiere because she's homeless. All she wants this winter is to supfive — 
but without help, she may not. 

jenny has learned to cope with dirt, hunger and illness but harsh 
weather could finish her off. Last winter, in London alone, 74 people 
perished while sleeping rough. 

You can help Jenny - and hundreds like her — make it throu^ vrincer. 
Send £25 to Crisis today. We’ll use it to give a vulnerable homeless person 
food, warmth and shelter at one of our emergency cold weather shelters. 

£25 is a small price to pay to save a human life. But it could be the 
most important saving you'll ever make. 


Crisis Winter Emergency 


Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm; 

□ £I5 □£25 ^£50 □£250V other £ 

I enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my: 

D Visa D Access D Switch^ other 

Card no. II i I I ! I I ! i II I ! 
^Last three digits of Switch card no. ^ ! Switch issue na ^ 


Expiry date 7 Signature 

" Grfts of £250 or more are worth almost a third extra to us under Gift Aid 


Name (caps) Mr/tirs/tis. 
Address 




, Postcode . 


I OR please phone our doration line 0500 1 0 99 99 

|jCrin,PO Box 13295, fn^MstEDOSTai, London El IBR j 


At 
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time this week, Knight remem- 
^ beredthatitwasauothexmem- 
S ber of the gn^up, Nick Goulti 
who begao as its outstanding 
player tmt that “in a conqiata- 
tively short, space of time Hm 
was number two. By 1993 he 
was number one". 

The choice of Felgate, still in 
his twenties, was intriguing. A 
British player whose adiieve- 
ments had been mod^ he 
returned from America having 
done some private coaching 
and ofifexed ^ services to tiie 
UA. Knight, tfaou^ ooncemed 
about rente's 1^ of eqaeri- 
ence, was strud: his IokjwI- 
edge of the game and his con- 
tacts within it. Under Fsigate’s 
tutelage all four improved 
. rapidfy, but Heimian'’s tians- 
fonnation was remarkable. “He 
ofcrvibusfy had more talent than 
other pecmle," Kiugfit said. “He 
knew and felt the game much 
better. And he und^ood what 
he had to do to gi^ better. He 
could understand what David 
Felgate could give him, and 
mSre. He knew what he bad to 
do to become a better player." 

Blessed with tremendous 
natural talent - “great ban^", 
in the language of the profes- 
sionals -> Henman, imnsually, 
was prqsared to put the hours 
in aswelL “When tlfings come 
ea^ to you, ifs e^ not to 
work," as-BUl Kni^ puts it. 

^ now Henman and Fel^te 
had foeged a strong woridog and 
person^ rejadonshtp and as 
Henman continued to improve, 
so Felgate ^3rat more and more 
time with hj^ a piogtession 
that reached its joanual coodu- 
rion reovtiy ^en he became 
Henman’s ^ttime coa^ (hte 
wife, Ji^ is Henman’s a^^t). 

Haring made an impact as a 
junior; the next step for Hen- 
man was the satellite dxcuit, the 
one beneath the top leveL the 
ATP tour. For some this dog- 
eat-dog world, with its modest 
hotels and n^gible public 
interest, is an insurmountable 
hurdle. James BaUy, for 
instance, made an earlier 
impact than Henman when, at 
17, he become the first Briton 
to win a junior boys' grand 
dam title for 28 years. Fifteen 
months later he was out of the 
game. “Fd become a monoma- 
niac," he later recalled. “As I 
got older 1 wanted to gp out 
more, have a drink, have girl- 
friends, lead a nonnal life. L was 
brain dead most of the time." 

BaOy found the the satellite 
world unbearable. “Eveiyone 
was so much ^endher at junior 
level. The satellites are just 
torture. No one talks (o you, 
and you don’t talk to anybody. 
No one really wants to be there. 
It could be very lonely." 

Buttressed perhaps by his 
inheren t love of the gmne. Hen- 
man, with Felgate at his side. 
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Frcim natural talent (above left, aged eight) to a hero In the maidi^ at Wimbledon . . ^ IThotogrgph; ^Dayid AsMpwn 


sadled through. He was just 
beginmog to moke an impact 
on the tour itself when his pro- 
fessional career hit its first - and 
to dare only - crisis. It was an 
mcideDt that certainly estab- 
lished him as not your average 
British tennis player be was 
disqualified from Vtfanbledon. 

This unique disgrace - one 
that bad even eluded John 
McEnroe - came during a 
doubles match in the 1995 
championships. Henman, play- 
ing with Jeremy Bates on 
Court 14, missed the ball after 
it hit the net cord. As a ball-girl 
moved in, Henman lashed out 
at another ball, one he was 
holding, bittii^ the girl, who 
was only a foot away, ftill on 
the ear. Henman was immedi- 
ately thrown out for “unsports- 
manlike conduct", and was 
close to tears at a hastily 
arranged press conference. “It 
was a complete accident, but 
I’m responsible for my 
actions." be said. 

It may have been as well that 
the incident occurred while 
Henman was relatively 


unknown. TWelve months later 
he took the championships by 
storm, and his life would never 
be the same again. 


month. “I decided 1 didn’t want 
to be put in the same bracket." 
Henman's coolness under 


T he catalyst was a first- 
round five-set victory over 
Yevgeny {>^eiiiikciv, the 
newly-crowned French Open 
champion. Henman raced mto a 
two-set lead, but allowed his 
Russian opponent to win the 
next two and go a break up in the 
final one. It seemed a fa miliar 
tale of brave British failure, imt 
to the delight of the Centre 
Court CTowd Henman 
responded with two further 
breaks to win the match. He 
went on to become the first 
Briton to reach the quarter- 
finals since 1973, but it was his 
fighting spirit that left an indeli- 
ble mark. 

“1 remember thinking that I'd 
watched a number of British 
tennis players mai^g names for 
them.selvcs at ^MmbIedon by 
playing really well, but the sad 
fact was that they lost in those 
matches,** Henman told The 
/njepeiuiem in an inierviisw last 


pressure is probably bis great- 
est asset, a nttine one for some- 


est asset, a fitting one for some- 
ime triiose all-time hero is 
Boi^ He wins more than his 
fair share of tie-breaks and 
makes a habit of fighting back 
after losing the first seL At the 
same time be possesses a range 
of shot that in^tressed McEnroe 
among others, at the US Open 
two months after Wimbledon. 

Where will it all end? There 
are alreacfy si^ of Henmai^ 
with a teenage female foUovrin^ 
and a degree of interest in hu 
exploits that would have seemed 
absurd oidy a year ago. A plac- 
ard for bis match in the Davis 
Cup on No 1 court last Septem- 
ber simply said, “Tlmbledon". 

The man himself appears 
unfazed. A popular and relaxed 
member of the tour, be has 
recently moved to London and 
greets his fame with a mixture of 
amusement and bemusemenL 
“In Moscow, wt^e 1 was piling 
out there, Tina Turner was in 
concert,*' he recalled recently. 


“Her manager happens to be 
EnjO^Usb, and he sent a message 
asking if I would like to come 
and see the oonoeit std meet her 
afterwards. Imagine that? I 
would have gone up to her in 
complete awe. and she would 
prot^bly turned round and sad, 
‘Who the flick are you?’ " • 
l^fanbledoo this year would 
appear made for h^ Having 
at the end of last year, idenfr 
fied strength and stamina as 
areas that need to be 
addressed, there are already 
signs of progress, while Boris 
Becker’s advice to follow his 
service in more has also borne 
fruit. Many esmerts think grass 
will prove h^ bea sur£ace_. 

Certainly with no major foot- 
ball tournament this summer, 
and England’s cricketers all but 
certain to be losing disastrous 
to the Australians, the nation 
wiU be dying out for a hero by 
June-To e:qpect avictoiywould 
be unfair, but he could easiljr 
surpass last year’s exploits. One 
thing’s for sure. If Hm Henman 
does win Vlfanbledon, even Tina 
Turner will know who he i& 
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The minister’s future is in your hands! 


T oday we bring ycxi the 
Stan of a complete 
novel! And not just any 
old novel - this is a genuinely 
interactive novel in which 
you, the reader, are the hero, 
and as such you play an 
important part Wl^ 
Berause at eveiy junctnre 
YOU have to nulre the cor- 
rect dioice for the next piece 
of action! 

You’ll get the idea as we 


go alon^ so here we go with 
this brilfiantly up-k>date 


this briliiantly up-k>date 
novel eDtitlM.4 Man for 
Tcftfey. 

Chapter One 

Your name is Jeren^ Plinth, 
and you are the young, up- 
and^ming Junior Minuter 
for Arms D^ds at the For- 
eign Office. You live at a 
small house in Chelsea with 
your wife and two chilciren 
(and you also live some of the 
time with your mistress in 
Fulham, but that is another 
siocy). 

A& an up-and-coming Tory 
politician, you have 
feelings about the coming 
electm On the one band, 
you want the Tbiy parly to 
win, because thev are your 
team. On the ot£er bud. you 
will probably rise faster in 
opposition, because Vtbe 


lories lose the election a lot 
of the senioc oneswUt get out 
of politics, leaving more space 
for your ambitions. So a Ibiy 
loss might be good for you. ' 
On the other hand ... 

Things like this keep going 
through your mind so much 
that you even drinim politics. 
One night you dream that 
you are in Parliament when 
the fire alarm goes oft and 
the place fills with smoke'. 

You are fighting your way out 
when you stumble over a 
body. U is the unonnsdous 
Prime Minister! You know 
you haven't a second to lose. 
What do you do? 

a) Pick up the recumbent 
Mr Major and rescue him. 

b) Shn^ your ^louldeis 
and say, “^^U, really, cveiy- 
bod>' ^ouJd be rc^nsible 
for his own welfare and not 
expect politicians to do it for 
him." 

c) Figbt your way to the 
nearest phone and ring the 
press with the major scoop: 
“PM perishes in fire!" 

d) Rinic. 

The corrert answer is that 
you panic Without experi- 
ence of senior office, v^ai 
h(^ have you got of react- 
ing coolly? But as you pan in 
you realise that you arc being 



Miles 

Kington 


shaken awake bv your wife, 
who is saying: “The phone 
has been ringing for hours! 
Answer it!" 

Ah, so that's why you were 
dreaming about fire alarms! 
You answer the phone, noiic- 
that it's still pitch black 
and only fiam. and a voice 
says: “Sorry to distuib you, 
imnisler, but it's the Today 
programme here, and we'd 
love to have you on the pro- 
^amme for yoiu reaction to 
the William Wildegrave rev- 
elations ~ wc could send a car 
round to fetch you!" 

You've never been on 


Tbdin before. You know an 
invitation means new status, 
new dignity. On the other 
hand you don't know what 
Vl^ldegrave buriness he's 
talking about and you don’t 
want to make a fool of your- 
self. You've got five seconds 
to decide. What do you sstyT 

a) “Some mistake, Fm 
afraid. No minister here." 

b) “Fll do it on condition 
you don't mention my mis- 
tress in Fulham." 

c) “I’d kwe to do it as loi^ 
as John Humphiys doesn't 
ask the questions." 

d) “Get stuffed!" 

Yes, the bed is so warm 
and the pro^pM of getting 
out of it so uninviting that 
with great courage you tell 
Tbdm to get stuffed And you 
go to sleep again. But fi^ 
minutes later the phone rings 
again, and there is a s^ 
Northern Irish accent at the 
other end. and you just 
KNOW in your heart of 
beans that it's Dr Mawhin- 
ney, and he Says: 

“What's this I hear, 
Jeremy? Rejecting an invita- 
tion to appear on Totiov-? Fl?r 
God's sake, man. we need 
eveiy bit of publici^ wc can 
get and you 're teWng Today’ 
to get siujfed? Now listen to 


me. Plinth. You get out of .. 
bed and phone fae Today 
people and tell them you’ll do . 
n, b^use if you don't FD 
have your guts for gaxteisl.lf 
you don't play bafl, I may ^ 
have to talk to your wife; 
about a certain lad^ in Fid- . 
ham...” 

You are so shocked:tfaai . ' 
the truth never occurs to yon, 
-namety, that it isn’t Dr. .. . 
MawhinoQ at aD, but an.lrisb 
chap on the Tiday productiGO 
team who can imitate 
Mawhinney veiy weD, and has., 
often used this impeisoaatiQu 
to get ministers scunyii^ . 
along. So how do you ; 
respond to the muiyou think. ■ 

is the dreaded doctor? : i 

a) “Yes, sii^ please, sfrr" r- 

b) “Yes, af, please, sir, I 
sorre, sir." 

c5“Oninywayaow,sfo";' 

d) “Piss of(^ you 
fake doctor from Ntvthenr .. 
Ireland, you puffed iqi litife • 
buDyboyl" 

Ye^ you tefl the man you, ■ 
think is Mawhion^ that ■ 
wQ] gladfy do h and at tb^'. 
moment the doorbell riz^ 
and it is the radio cars^-bf 
the Tbdli^ programme!' 


Mono/thisffipfsngsiiga 

tomonaw! 
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At last, homeless 
people &d a place 
on the agenda 


A s far as 1 am ctnceraed, 
the general election of 
1997 has got ofit to a ^x)d 
staiL A subject thou gh t to have 
no voter appeal at all, bome- 
lessoess, has bagged the 
headlines. 

We have also heard the first 
new catch-phrase of the year - 
“zero tolerance". I suppose 
bomelessn^ would not have 
InSmqited the openii^week of 
the campaign if not for the 
diance that Tony Blair had done 
ah interview before Christmas 
with The Big Issue, whose sub- 
sequent publication then pro- 
voked a junior minister at the 
Home Office, David Maclean, 
into revealing his fentasy that 
most beggars in London are 
Sfcots. 

. In its unpleasantness, “zero 
tolerance" has an authentic 
1990s ring to iL It is the exact 
opposite of the “permissive- 
nes of the 1960s. The phrase 
was borrowed from the techni- 
cal language of engineering 
where it is used to describe the 
tightness or looseness of a 
machine part; zero tolerance 
means no play in the fit of one 
part with an^er. American 
crime ei^rts were the first to 
appropriate the phrase. Th^ 
attached it to a new approach 
to policmg which was pi^eered 
earlier tms decade m Boston 
and New York. No crime, how- 
ever petty, such as dropping lit- 
ter. would be ignored - “zero 
tolerance” for lawbreakers. 

Now this American poUcii^ 
method is being tested out in 
this countiy. A^d with it has 
come its 1^1, a phrase with all 
the finality of a prison door 
being locked. 

In his interview, published in 
. last week's edition of The Big Issue, Mr Blair 
was asked whether he agreed with the exper- 
iment in zero tolerance policing being carried 
out in the King's Cross area of London. “Yes, 
I do”j he answered. And in reply to a further 
question about whether such poliong methods, 
‘where- be^ng can become an arrestable 
offence, mean that society is bemg asked to 
show zero tolerance towards homeless people, 
Mr Blau said: “The basic principle here is to 
say yes h is ri^t to be intolerant of people 
hooieless on the streets." 

So.nqw ^zebQ tqlerance" has been trans- 
lUuted fr^ a technical description into a sort 
of praiseworthy “intolerance". No doubt Mr 
BIw meant to refer to an unfortunate state, 
homelessness, rather than to a set of unfortu- 
nate people, the homeless. But tty using such 
language, the Labour Party leader is lending 
himself to the demonisiiig of a partkular gnoi^. 
We can see that Mr Blair guiltily knows this, 
because he prefaced the answer quoted above 
tty saying that “obviou^ some people will 
interpret this in a way wtuch is ham and 
unpleasant". 

Moreover, piously not ghring money to beg- 
gars but contr^uting instead to charities, as is 
the habit of Mr Blair arid many other people, 
is a flaw^ response. The giving of a small com 
shows tympalby. The refusal, often blank- 
faced, imspokeo. walking on without breaking 
step, di^Tli^ hostility. Such oegative actions 
cumulatiwty make palliative, out-reach work 
with the homeless more dfficulL 

Let us understand homelessness. Only a 



Andreas 

Whittam-Smith 

Whatever 
one thinks 
of zero 
tolerance 
and tough 
love, the feet 
remains 
that the big 
issue has 
finally made 
it to the 
electoral 
platform 


small proport/on of homeless 
people resort to begging. 
Indeed, much of homelessness 
is hidden, for it comprises peo- 
ple squatting, people continually 
moving from one friend to 
another and people in emer- 
gency accommodation, as well 
as those sleeping rough. The 
major reason for nomelessness 
is family breakdown; this ts wfaac 
puts hundreds of thousands of 
young single people onto the 
streets. 

In the vanguard are those 
who leave care. They are com- 
pelled to depart by the age of 18 
or earlier from the foster homes 
and institutions whidi replaced 
their original families, whereas 
the average age for leaving the 
parental home is 22. Family 
breakdown often has the result 
that young people leave in a 
hurry, with neither job nor 
accommodation in view, trusting 
to luck. And if things donT 
work out, there is nowhere to 
which to return; in fully func- 
tioning families young people 
plan their move from depen- 
dence to partial dependence, 
and then finally to indepen- 
dence - and have a fall-back 
position always available. 

Other causes of homelessness 
include absence of work, espe- 
cially for poorly educated young 
people. Youth unemployment 
rates are twice as hi^ as adult 
rales. Homelessness is also the 
result of learning disabilities 
and mental healtii problems. 
“Care in the conunumty" trans- 
lates into absence of care on the 
streets. Finally, all surveys show 
that the number of homeless 
people is increasing, that the 
homeless are getting younger 
and that more of them are sin- 
gle women. 

What can be done? Rimily breakdown is an 
issue be^nd the reach of government, despite 
all that is said about “the family". Preventa- 
tive work and the easing of the problem in a 
multiplicity of small ways is being carried out 
by the homeless charities, whose help is wide- 
ranging and creative. The homeless charities 
are weU worth supporting. What government 
can do is to focus on the dire equation: no 
home, no job: no job, no home. You cannot get 
a job if you are homeless. This means lookmg 
at bene^ social housing and t rainin g, . 

Unfortunately, when the present G^ovem- 
znent exainines braefits, it cuts tbem. e^ed^ 
for people under the age of 2S. When 1 tiiiu 
to the Labour leader’s remedies for home- 
lessness. another catchphrase of the moment, 
also borrowed from the United States, comes 
to mind - “tough love". As Mr Blair put it in 
an article on homelesaiess he wrote for the 
London Evening S/aniiard on Tliursday, he 
wants “hard-headed compassioa that comes 
from- a commitment to act, not simply a wish 
to tympathise". In effect tou^ love is a deal; 
we, society, have a duty to help you, the unfor- 
tuoate, and you have a duty to help yourself. 
In this case. Labour says its part of bargain 
will be to provide better education and skills 
training and to give local authorities greater 
scope to provide more affordable housing for 
rent. would be faeipfsl, though hardly 
decisive. None the less, be grateful for smaU 
merries. At last homelessness has got onto the 
political agenda. 


Under the hammer or 
back on the rails? 


H airy Beck’s fiunous 
and much-copied 
map of the Lon- 
don Underground 
has always been 
more than an aid to getting 
around the world's old^ and 
one of its largest and compli- 
cated metro tystems. First 
sketched in 1931 tiie Under- 
ground map fe a briliiaDt dta- 
grammatic between Lon- 
doners and visitors to LondOD 
and the dty hself. It describes 
a city that appears to be rmio- 
□aL logicaL compact and eaty to 
understand. It offers (»der cuit 
of chaos, and depJcK the 
Underground network as the 
guiding ioteUigcDce or arterial 
tysiem of the capital. 

The map was mass-produced 
from January 1%33: the new 
London PasKnger Transport 
Board, the public corporation 
charged with running Looden's 
buses, trams and tube trains, 
came into being six months 
later. From then on. a miasma 
of competing road transport 
companies and the private 
Underground lines would 
become one inte^ted public 
service under the aegis of two 
gjants of modem urban trans- 
port: Lord Ashfield and Frank 
Pick. A single-deck bus chug- 
ging throu^ remotest Hen- 
fbrdshire or a steam train puff- 
ing along the BriD branch (» the 
former Metropolitan ^ih^ 
were now painted in standard 
modem liveries and bore the 
legend “London Transport". 
London’s tran^rt DebM>rk 
was no longer a plaything for 
rival entrepreneurs but a pub- 
lic service with a long-term 
strategy and consklerable mod- 
emiring work to do. 

London Transport came into 
being as a result a politick 
desire to create an efficient 
integrated public transit tys- 
tem. It would rationalise invest- 
ment and improve services and 
an infrastnictura that, like the 
mainline railways, had been 
depleted and exhausted during 
the First Worid War and had 
never quite recovered. 

By common consent the new 
corporation did its job superbly, 
creating the world’s finest 
urban transport system. Smart 
new diesel buses, iroUey-buses 
and Tube trains were matched 
by sophisticated modem archi- 
tecture and derign. In an obU- 
uaiy of Frank Pick that 
appeared in the ArchUectuml 
Review in 1942, Nik olaus Pevs- 
ner described the LFTB’s late 
chief executive as “the ideal 
patron of our age", and paid 
homage to the “civilued urban- 
ity and humane common 
sense" that had inspired Lon- 
don Transport in tlM Hiirties. 

Sixty years on, a passenger 
(or “customer") on the North- 
ern line is unlikely to know 
vdio Lord Ashfield and Frank 
Pick were and is most unlikety 
to feel that the shabby trains 


by Jonathan Glancey 



Tory plans to privatise the Tube will bring no 
relief to its suffering customers. But there is 
another route, and it’s been travelled before 


and dismal journeys are the 
legacy of some act of enlight- 
ened public patronage. The 
fact that the Underground is in 
a mess, however, has b’ttJe (0 do 
with the question of ownership 
and much to do with the way 
govenunenls have treated it 
since it was nationalised in 
1948 and subsequently banded 
from public body to public body 
with little apparent concern for 
Its future. The Underground 
has been a political and com- 
merdal shuttlecock, its man- 
agers never allowed to plan for 
the longterm. Some of the new 
lines and works envisaged in 
the TliiTties have yet to be 
commissjoned. There is still no 
Chelsea-Hackney line, while 
many trains and stations are 
increasm^ old and rickety. 

There is no reason wlty a 
public company cannot - if 
permitted to raise money from 
banks and to bid for funds 
from central or local govern- 


ment - run an efficient Under- 
ground. Id fact, the effidency of 
the network depends lo a great 
extent on it being just that -> a 
network of integrated lines. 
London Transport ran at its 
best when not Just the TUbe 
lines but the buses, too, were 
part of one single enterprise 
working together for the com- 
mon good of the city they 
served. The best modem urban 
transport tystems - as. for 
example, in AinslerdaiD - still 
work this w^. 

Privatising the Underground 
smacks more of pob'ticaJ dogma 
than of common sense. Why 
break up a ^tem that was 
brought together because pri- 
vate enterprise was unable to 
develop it along efficient mod- 
em lines? And if privatisation 
supply means the creation of a 
private transport monopoly, 
what would be the point? 

Perbapswe will see a restora- 
tion of the Pullman trains on 


the new Metropolitan Railway, 
with City folk tucking into 
kedgeree and tappers on the 
morning mn from Amersham 
to Liverpool Street (these ran 
until October 1939). Or a trol- 
ley refreshment service might 
be introduced on the Central 
London Railwity as it rumbles 
between Ealing Broadway and 
Epping. And of course there 
will be the voices of “senior 
conductors" UiankiDg us for 
“choosing" to travel on the 
Bakerloo Railway from Ele- 
phant & Castle to Edgware 
RoacL even though the only 
alternatives were a bus caught 
in a traffic jam, an expensive 
taxi or a long w^ 

Aitbough there is no good 
reason to privadse the Under- 


ground. the private sector 
might well jump at the chance 
of owning it Why? ftir the sim- 
ple reason that the Under- 
ground is a major landowner 
with assets said be worth £13bn. 
Property companies would 
surety race to build a superstore 
over Ncasden Depot, or to 
promi.se a smart new siau'on 
“f^ity" at Ruislipor Hainauli 
paid for by a massive new res- 
idential developmenL These 
could be hugely profitable and 
help to fund a new' generation 
of sponsored or branded trains 
on the Underground, each fit- 
ted out with video screens fea- 
turing non-stop advertising. 
Given the fact that prhute com- 
panies are likely to be sub- 
sidised bjt- cenind government 
for njoning trains on tbe far 
reaches of Qie former Northern 
^ Central lines, there is every 
incentive for private companies 
to take what public money they 
can get while making a ^ling 
from property deals. 

Private enterprise may well 
be able to make the Under- 
ground run in one form or the 
orher. Do not. however, expect 
it to be the “civilising agent" it 
was in its heyday. Anyway, as 
very few readers and travellers 
can remember those days, why 
let wbat can earily be di^issed 
as nostalgia get in the way of 
privatisation? .After all we have 
got used to other utilities and 
services being run tty the private 
sector. Asking people to worry 
about tbe fact that they now 
travel on badly designed buses 
in London can be duiracterised 
as effete and a waste of energy. 
We want cheap, reliable trans- 
port, no matter how it appears: 
and we want it now. 

If the Underground is to stay 
in public hands, wbat ought to 
be done? It is clear that it is in 
poor shape. The answer might 
be to reconstitute London 
Transport as a public corpora- 
tion, as it was in 1933. Aboard 
of directors would agree finan- 
cial and performance targets 
with London authorities and the 
Ireasuiy. but would be free to 
Divest as its members saw fit It 
could be subsidised locally by a 
tax 00 London companies 
whose staff rety on it or nation- 
ally by the Treasury on a long- 
term basis that would protect it 
from tbe financial see-saw of the 
Chancellor's annual budget 

Harry Beck's famous map 
defoed an integrated public 
transport that remains a model 
of its kind, lather than rush 
into privatisaiioo. the next g^- 
ernment would be wise to give 
a public sector London Under- 
ground tbe autonomy it needs 
to make the trains nm on time. 
And even look good. too. 


Come to low-wage Wales 

Korean mrnpanipR hawR fhimd a grateful altemative to thar own strikiiig woriasrs. says Tony Heath 


T he industrial tigers of the Pacific 
Rim are begmning to roar on 
the far distant shores of South 
^^es. For while workers in Korea 
raifp to the streets in protest at harsh 
new labour laws, the conglomerate 
Luclty Goldstar, one of the most vora- 
cious big cats, is setting up shop in 
Nevt^rt. There is a price - the Mme- 
what unedifying spectacle of the 
British government handing out tax- 
payere' money like a drunken sailor on 
lec’ after weeks at sea. 

The Korean giant prefers to be 
known simply as LG, perhaps^use 
the full title suggests a mam^uier 
of fortune cookies. It got really luclty 
when iSt year Hague, the 

welsh Secretary, underpinned the 
£1 7bn investment with a huge but 
undisclosed doUop of pub^ money 
When the project to manufiteture all 
sorts of electronic wizardiy gets gjwg. 
U^Sl employ 6.000 workers; insiders 
itote Siat the cost to the taxpayer 
^^nunent subsidies is around 

-e. a stony 
m the streets of tooL No me 
see their jobs bemg export^ 

^thetensofthoosmds^t^g^ 

Knrea have that at the ba^ of ^ir 
fnmrk. Thc ucw labouT laws in that 

“J5v%u« of Boxihg Dtty when a 

SEy Britain was reaching far tte 

inr1ioev«lioa t^lelS- 




are Fhr Eastern jobs bemg 
to Vlbles? There is wden 

^TbeUef that 

rl*T j - 1 PMvinmv attractive. 



Empire, so tow wagesiu 

aces like Wales are a lure to canny 
ojeans, Taiwanese and Japanese. 


No one took much notice of the 
question of w^es until 12 montte ago 
when Ronson moved cigarette lighter 
production from Korea to Vfeles in 

order to save neaify 20 per cent on tire 
wages bill Then only a couple <M hun- 
dred jobs were involved, and it may 
lake some time before the inqilicaiioas 

of the LG invasion sink ia 

The Welsh Office has a secret 
weapon to blunt criridsm • a bri^g 
note on pay rates. Although it failsto 
mention fibres, the document 
explains, somewhat plaintively, that 
i^rd investors “are attracted to the 
UK and Wiles because of non-wage 


costs, eg employers' socud security 
costs, pension and health oontribu- 
Uons. Tliese costs are lowerin the UK 
than elsewhere in Europe. For ei^iy 
£200 in wages, empktyeis pay an extra 
£44 in non-wage costs in Italy, £41 in 
France, £34 in Spain, £32 in Germany 
and £18 in the Unii^ Kingdom. 

The note also lefeis to higher lev- 
els of long-term illness that prevent 
people frem working and the countiy's 
“greater proportion of retired people". 
It may be berety to sug^t that if 
more attention were paid to non-wage 
costs, illness would be reduced, absen- 
teeism slashed and the working envi- 


ronment made more productive. And 
wouldn't it be a mark of John Major's 
country at ease with itself if tomor- 
row's ^nsioners could look forward 
to some improyement in the present 
levels of retirement p^? 

As things stand - no Soda! Cb^ 
DO minimum wage - that’s just 
wishful thinlriB g. The reality is aaik. 
Wales stands 6Stb in the European 
Umon’s league table of regional pros- 
perity, languishing behind r^ions in 
su^ countries as Italy and Finlaod. At 
£10J58 the average annual Welsh 
income is almost £2,000 below tbe 
European average of £12336. 


Less than £3 an hour is earned by 
104.000 of a workforce that numbers 
a shade below one million. MeanwhOe. 
job insecurity west of Offa’s Dyke 
gnaws away at moraJe. Since the 1993 
election. 239,600 employees in Wales 
have experienced two or more spells 
on the dole. 

Given the pressures, it is not sur- 
prising that tbe “low pay is beaer ±an 
no pay" mantra is discreetly preached. 
Tbe world of work has tilt^ sharply 
since 1985, when Welsh collieries 
alone employed 30,000 at wages 
unlikely to be match^ by the “com- 
mercially confidential” rates inward 
investors hug close to their chests. 
Ibd^ just one d^ nsine, the worker- 
run Tbwer colliery near Aberdare, 
remains, paving high wages, making 
decent promts and d)Ie io give every 
one of the 250 miner-owners a £500 
new year bonus. 

In their anxiety to pull in overseas 
investors, the brokers at the Welsh 
Office and the Welsh Development 
Agentty scarcely stop to consider the 
factory hand’s pay packet. Indeed 
there is a cavalier contempt for sudi 
concerns epitomised by Barry Hart^ 
the recentty resigned chief executive 
of tbe agency, who declared unblusb- 
ingjy: “JUl this stuff about slave labour 
is Just crap.” A tougbie with a touch 
of the Nor man Tebbits, he declares 
that “at the end of the day there will 
alw^ be losers". 

Rir away, the embattled Korean 
workers fev that more of their jobs 
could be eiqiorted. Bac^ home a car- 
rot dangled at the end of a long stick 
has mut^ the ^Ish dragon's toi^e. 
Luclty for some, unlu^ for others? 
The real winners are mtemational 
conglomerates staling the world- 
wide labour maitet. With a fittle help 
from their newfbund friends. 



To m 


General courses: All levels - 2-4 hours/week. 

French 

Crash courses: All levels • 4 weeks - 15 hours/week. 

isn't 

Business French: Advanced only - 15 weeks - 4 hours/week. 

second 

In company tuition: All levels - General & Business French. 

nature. 

Tuition for children: At child's school - At home. 

it’s tint 

Cad now for a free brochure; 0171 723 7471 . 



Alliance Fran^aise de Londres 
I Dorset Square, Sponsored by the French Botfemmenl 

London NWl 6PU. RadstBred chanty no. 2766K. 






We think it’s time you went away 


f^upp® 


Headlands Hotel 
PortGaveme 

Port Isaac, ConiwalL PL29 3SH 
0120S 8S0260 From £55.00 
F(rt>Apr 

Small hotel in a spectacular difftop 
location with comfortable rooms 
and excellent cuisine. 


CUMBRIA 

The GiainmarCounizy House Ho- 
tel Cajimel •••• 

Cumbria, LAD 7SG 
015395 36367 £68.00 
Jan-Sept 

Quality hotel in own grounds in 
beaudAiJ '^le of Cartmel offering 
peace, tranquilly and good food 
guaranteed. 


The Whitewater Hotel 
The Lakeland Village 
Newby Bridge, Cumbria, LA12 
8 PX 

0I539S31133£95.00 

Jan-Jun 

A convened old mill with a health 
dub enjoying a riverside location 
at the soucbero end of Wmdemiere. 


Chaucer House Hotel 
Derwent V^ter Place 
KeswicL Cumbria. CA12 4DR 
017687 72318 £68.00 
Jan-Sept 

Victorian House with all home 
comforts and serilng good food m 
a relaxed atmosphere. 


DERBYSHIRE 

Abbeydale Hotel 
Ooss Street 

Chesterfield, Deibys, S40 4TD 
01246 277849 £58.00 
Jan-Sept Fri-Sun 
Aquiet location within stroOing dis- 
tance of market 

square and convenient for Peak 
District and Cbatswonh. 


DEVON 

The Dartmoor Lodge ***“ 

Peartree Cross 

Ashburton, Devon, TQL3 7JW 
01364 652232 £55.90 
ian-i^>r 

Just off the A38 CApi c sb w a y on the 
edge of Dartmoor 
National Park. 


Cockhaven Manor Irm 


Hole 


AVON 

BaUbrook Lodge Hotel ”*** 
35-37 London Road West 
Bath, Avon, BAl 7HZ 
01225 859090 £55.00 
Jan-Apr Sun-Tliuis 
Splendid GeoigiaD 12 bedioonied 
hotel close to centre, elegratly ne- 
fuibb^ with modem ladlides and 
car parking. 


Codtbaven Road 
Bishopsteighton, Devon, TQ14 
9RF 

01626 7752S2 £50.00 
Jan-Jun/Sept Sun-Thurs 
16th Ceno^ Inn lovingly restored 
retaiiuDg its' dde 
wodde Chaim and character over- 
lookmg the Ibign estuaiy. 


The Old MaJthouse Hotel **** 
Badfbrd,Tlmsbuiy, 

Nr Bath, Avon, B.'O IQF 
01761 470106 £66.00 
Jan-Sq)t 

A hotel of diaracter set in beauti- 
ful Surroundings 

with a restaurant specialising in 
English country cooldng. 


Gieai Western Hotel 
St David's Station Approach 
Exeter. Devon, EX4 4NU 
01392 274039 £S2J)0 
Jao-Sept 

family owned ciy hotel with m et- 

ceOeot restaurant also sapetb bw 
food, compiimenied with real ale& 


Hukside Hotel 
470 Bath Road 

Brislington. Bristol, Avon, BS4 
3HQ 

0117 971 1461 £77.00 
Jan-Sept Fri-Sun 
Built in 1760 for awealthy Bristol 
merchant the Parkside stUI boasts 
many original features. 


The Belficy Country Hotel **”* 
Yaicombe, Nr Honiton 
Devon, EX14 9BD 
01404 861234 £64.00 
Jas-Sept 

Small luxury hotel converted from 
Victorian village school with 

scrumptious home etwlring 


BEDFORD 
Shakespeare Hotel 
Shakespeare Road 
Bedford, MK40 2DX 
01234 213147 £60.00 
Jan-Sept Fri-Sun 
The hotel has 19 rooms with all the 
facilities e^qrected by the discern- 
ing traveller. 


Old Church House Inn 
Toibiyan 


IppleMn, Devon, TQ12 5UR 
01803812372 £75J)0 
Jan-^t 

Inn of immense character and olde 
worlde charm in an area of oul- 
standhig natural bnuty. 


CHESHIRE 
Eaton Hotel 
29 City Road 

Chester, Cheshire, CHI 3AE 
01244 320840 £60.00 
Jan-Jun Sun-Thurs 
Caoalside hotel within 5 minutes 
walk of city centre, tourist attrac- 
tions and ooDvenient for station. 


CORNWAa 

Maer Lo(^ Hotel “••• 
Crooklets Beach 
Bude, CorowalL EX23 8 NG 
01288 353306 £63.00 
Jan-Sept 

Has spacious grounds overlooking 
the golf course and the restaurant 
is renown for its' excellent cuisine. 


Penmorvab Manor Hotel 
Budock '^ter 

Falmouth. ComwalL, TRil SED 
01326 250277 £70.00 
Jan-SepI 

'Cornish Hideaway* in 6 acres of 
gardens and woodland, servn^ su- 
perb food in a friendly relaxed at- 
mo^bere. 


Reldhead Hotel 
Fortuan Road, 

Looe, Cormradl, PL13 2DR 
01503 262689 £76.00 
ian-Sept 

Thra oftbeoentiuy house set in 12 i 
acres overlooking the bay with an 
intimate candlelit restaurant 


GLOUCESTER 
Chester House Hotel 
^^ctoria Street 

Bourtoo on the Witer, Gloucs. 

GL542BU 

01451 820286 £79.00 

Jan-M^ Sun-Fii 

occupying a quiet but central spot 

in one of the Cotswold's most 

scenic villages. 


Mount Haven Hotel & Restaurant 
Turnpike Road. Mararion . 
Penzance, ConiwalL TR17 ^DQ ' 
01736 710249 £60.00 
Jan-Apr 

Wann, comfortable hotel over- 
looldng St Midiaefs Mount and the 
sea. 


Allards Hotel & Restaurant 
Shurdiiigton Road 
Cheltenham; Gloucs, GLSl'SXA 
D1242 862498 £72.00 . 

Jan-Sept 

3 acres of grounds adjacent to 
Cbeltenham, Glouceistcr and the 
Cotswolds. Relax in an attractive 
restaurant offering regional dish- 
es. 


Victoria Hotel 

High Street. Newnbam on Severn 
Gloucs, GL14 lAD 
01594 516221 £60.00 
Jau-Sept 

17ih century famfly run hotel po 
sitioned in a picturesque village at 
the gateway to the Forest of DeaiL 


Jessop House Hotel 
65 Church Street 
Tewkesbury, Gloucs, GL20 5RZ 
01684 292017 £75.00 
Jan-Sept 

A Gecu^an Grade II listed town 
house situated opprate 
Ihwkedniiys historic abbey. 


HAMPSHIRE 

Asbbnm Hotel & Restaurant 
Damerham Road (B 3078) 
Fordingbridge, Hants. SP 6 UP 
01425 652060 £79J!0 
Jan-Sept 

Vbnn hiendly hotel with an award 
winning non-smoldng restaurant 
and has a heated outdoor pooL 


KENT 

Abbot's Hreside Hotel 
High Street, Elbam 
Nr Canterbury. Kent CT4 6 TD 
OlJKLt 840265 ES9.00 
Jan-Jun Suo-Fri 

A ISth century historic bouse 
which is famQy run, full of 
old world charm and serving ex- 
celleni food. 


LANCASHIRE 
Whoop Hall Inn 
Kiridv Lonsdale 
Camforth, Lancs. LA 6 2tIP 
015242 71284 £68.00 
Jan-Sept 

Situated between the lakes and 
dales and serving super food with 
game and fish as specialities. 


UNCOLNSH1RE 
The Haven Inn 
Ferry Road 

Barrow Haven, Lines, DN19 TEX 
01469 530247 £4950 
Jan-Sept 

Arural Ion with beamed bars, real 
ales and a warm welcome. 


Knighton Lodge Hotel 
9 Trafalgar Avenue 
Skegness, Lines, PE25 3EU 
01754 7643S4 £49.00 
Jan-Jul/Sept Mon-Thurs 


mi'm 


mm 
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Hoops Inn & Hotel **** 

Homs Cross. Nr Qovelly 
Bidelbrd, Devon, EX39 SDL 
01237 451222 £72.00 
Jan-Jun 

Romantic thatched Inn near south 
west coastal path. 





DORSET 

Kersbrook Hotel & Restaurant 
Pound Road •••• 

Lyme Regis, Dorset, DT7 3HX 
01297 442596 £90 JO 
Jan-Sept 

18th century tbatdied listed hotel 
in an acre of gardens overlooking 
Lyme Bay. 


Millmead Coimtiy Hotel 
Goose Hfll 

Abbotsbuiy, Dorset, DT3 4HE 
01305 S71432 £76JX) 

Jan-Sept 

Family managed hotel in 'Hardy 
Country with a small cosy restau- 
rant serving excellent qi»«r ine pre- 
pared chef patron. 


T he Independent and the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday would like to 
invite vou to take a hotel break 


Pictured today is The Ashcroft Hotel in York. 
T?)is former Victorian mansion, with imaginatively 
decorated ensuite bedrooms, restaurant and bar 
is set in 2 acres of grounds with river views. A 
double or twin room for one night costs £80. 


T he Independent and the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday would like to 
invite you to take a hotel break 
and enjoy two nights tor the price of 
one 

Simply pay for one nighfs bed and 
breakfast and you will get the next 
night, bicluding breakfast, free. Prices 
are based on two people sharing a 
double or twin room. 

All the participating hotels are mem- 
bers of the Minotel consortium and 
many will allow you to enjoy a longer 
stay on the same basis; p^ for two 
nights and stay for four, lor example 
You can.check.this with your chosen 
hotel when you make your initial 


reservatioa 

There are more than 80 Minotel ho- 
tels participating in this offer, all of 
which are located iri England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales All the hotels of- 
fer top-class comfort and pride them- 
selves on providing a personal 
service th^ many larger establish- 
ments cannot match. 

A list of the participating Minotel ho- 
tels is printed tod^, the list wili be 
published again in tomorrow^ Inde- 
pendent You will find a brief descrip- 
tion of each hotel includihg the 
address and availability dates Prices 
are based on two people sharing a 
double or twin room 


^INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


All rooms are en suite with fridges 
and movie dianncls. 

There is an indoor pool and the 
beach is neaibv. 


Gaiden House Hotel St Martins 
Stamford. Lines. PE9 2LD 
01780 763359 £7950 
Oct-Apr 

IStb century 3 star family run ho- 
tel set in an acre of gardens with 
maiQrpeisoaal touches and service 
assured. 


Jan-Jun 

Country hotel set in 4 acres of 
^^ 11 dl^fe gardens and woodlands 
^Tth a comfortable bar and li- 
censed restaurant 


Washingborough Hall Country 

House Hotel 

ChuchHiU 

Washingborough, Lirtes, LN4 IBE 
01522 790340 £77JM 
Jan-Sept 

Quietly situated in 3 acres of lawn 
and woodland with an outdcxir 
heated snimmidg pooL 


SHROPSHIRE 

'Hw RfidCem Hotel Cteobuiy Mor- 
timer Shropshire. DY14 8 .AA 
01299 270395 £80.00 
Jan-Sept 

1 1 ensuite rooms, log fire in the bar 
and AA Rosette for food. Situat- 
ed close to Ludlow and Ironbridge. 


Brighton, E Sussex, BNl 2FA 
01273 326302 £65.00 
Jan-Apr Sun-Thurs Small town 
house hotel on &jghton's sea fremt 
Romantic antique four poster beds 
are available. 


MIDDLESEX 

Stanwell Hall Hotel 
171 Town Lone, Stanwell 
Staines. Middx. TW19 7FW 
01784 252292 E95.00 
Jan-Aug Fri-Sun A Victorian ooun- 
iiy bou^ hotel set in its' own gar- 
dens. 


SOMERSET 

Oak House 

The Square. Atdmdge 

Nr Ch^dar, Somerset, BS26 2AP 

01934 732444 From £54.00 

Jan-Apr/Jun 

Friendly historic hotel in a Medieval 
market square, all rooms are en- 
suile and there is a log fire and ex- 
cellent food. 


Dowoland Hotel & Restaurant 
37 Lewes Road 

Eastbourne, E Sussex, BN21 2BU 
01323 732689 £75JW 
Jan-Sept 

Charming small hotel offering re- 
laxed, friendly atmosphere and su- 
perb food m its, award winning 
lestauranL 


NORFOLK 

Tbe'Lifriwai Inn 
Ship Lane. Thornham 
King's Lvnn. Norfolk. PE36 6 LT 
01485 512236 £65.00 
Jan-Mar Sun-Thurs 
16th century smugglers haunt with 
views across Thornham harbour lo 
the sea. 


The Devonshire Aims Hotel 
Long Sutloo. Nr Lungport 
Somerset. TAIO 9LP 
01458 241271 From £65.00 
Jan-Sept 

Built as a Hunting Lodge in 1787 
this hotel is famed for its' food by 
locals and visitors alike. 


WESTSUSSBl 

Black Mill House Hotel **** 

ftincess Avenue 

Bognor Regis, W Sussex, P021 
2QU 

01243 821945 £64.00 
Jan-Sept 

Comfortable family run friendly ho- 
tel near Chichester and the S^ih 
Downs, offering traditional English 
food hoq>itaiity. 


Grasmere House Hotel 
70 Harnbam Road, 

Salisbury, WUrs. SP2 8 JN 
01722 338388 £105.00 
Jan-i^r/Aug-Sept 
Fine example of a Victorian fami- 
^ residence set in grounds over- 
looking rivers, meadows and 
Salisbury Cathedral. 


The Lamb at Hxndon 
Hindon 

NrSalibbury. Wilts. SP3 6 DP 
01747 820573 £75.00 
Jan-Aug 

17ih century Posting Inn in an at- 
tractive unspoilt village serving 
iresh local produce and real ale. 


NORTHUMBEtOAND 
Warkworth House Hotel 
Bridge Street, Wukworth 
Northumberland. NE65 OXB 
01665 711276 £75.00 
Jan Apr 

This warm, friendly hotel set at the 
heart of the village has a highly rec- 
ommended restaurant Dogs are 
welcome. 


The Apple live Hotel & Restau- 
rant 

Keentboroe. Nr Nether Stowey 
Somerset TA5 IHZ 
01278 733238 £504)0 
Jan-Sept 

Country hotel on the A39 Bridg- 
water to Minebead road with an 
empharis on real fre^ food and 
gKK^ service. 


Chequm Hotel •••• 

Chui^ Place 

Pulbofough, W Sussex, RH20 lAD 
01798 872486 From £79.00 
Jan-Sept 

Country hotel in Sussex downland 
village with luxury ensuite rooms, 
log foe and candlelit award wtaniog 
restaurant 


WORCESTERSHIRE 

Cedars Hotel 
Mason Road 

Kidderminster, Woics. DYll 6 AL 
01562 515595 From £64.00 
Jan-Sept 

3 star hotel with 22 rooms at rea- 
soitable prices and a 
breakfast to die for. 


GKFORD 

Westwood Country Hotel 
Hinksey Hni Top 
Oxford. 0X1 SBC 
01865 735408 X80.00 


SUFFOIK 

Brandon House Hotel 
High Street 

Brandon. Suffolk. IP27 OAX 
01842 810171 £ti5.00 
Jan-May 

Gcoigiaa hmel sicuaied on the edge 
of a maricct town offering extensive 
menus and a warm welcome. 


Cavendish Hotel **** 

1 15 Marine Parade 
Worthing. W Sussex, BNII 3QG 
01903 2it6767 £68.00 
Jan-Sept 

Prime seafront location and ideal 
for touring Sussex 'VTUages and 
Downs, Chichester. Aondel. 
Goodwood. Brighton & Lewes. 


WARWICKSHIRE 


While Lion Hotel 
High Street 

Upton on Seveni. Wares, WRS 
OHI 

01684 592551 £74.50 
Jan-Sept n/a during Cbeltenham & 
June Jazz festivals. 

OfTudor origins with Geoigian and 
modern additions. 

10 ensuite rooms and comfortable 
public rooms. 


EAST SUSSEX 
Granville Hotel 
124 Kings Road 


Three Horse Shoes Hotel 
Sheep Street 

Rugby. Wuwicks, CV21 3BX 
01788544.585 £68.00 
Jan-Sept 

300 year old coaching Inn featur- 
ing beams, open fires and good food 


NORTH YORKSHIRE 

Minotel Leeming &r 
Leeming Bar, 

Bedaie, N Yorks, DL 8 IDT 
01677 422122 £49.95 
Jan-Sept 

Clean, comfortable modern hotel 
near the dales and 


1 




situated in the '\fele of 


The Ashcroft Hotel 
294 Bishoptbotpe Road 
Yoik,Y02ILH 

01904 659286 f80JJ0 Jan^ 

I^uxner Victoriao manaan with 
{j yiginatf agiy decoiaied ensuite 
bedrooms, rcstautant and bar and 
set in 2 acres wlh river views. 


Manse Road 

tangnsBe, HigMand, PBZ1.43F 
01540 661402£80il0-' 

Jan-Jun- 

SmalLwdoQmmgfloim&yboKlx). 
tel with scenic aU noBU cDff 

suite, four; posters avail^ and 

privatepari^.. 




.tv 


Beechwood Qose Hotel 
19 Sliptoo Road 
York,Y036RE 
01904658378 £754)0 
Jan-Jul^ept 

There is a warm welcome waitiqg 
at this hotel siniaied in U's own 
grounds with 14 ensuite rooms 
and a car park. 


The Harbour lights 
Gaive Road 

Ullspocrf, Highland, rV26 2SX . 
01854 612222 £6SdOO : 

A modem comfoit^ile friendly 

SsaSJy hotel on the shore ofXocfa 

Broom 




WEST YORKSHIRE 
The Faikgrove Hotel 
Itefc Grove, FriringhalL 
Bradford, WYbrlcs. BD9 4JY 
01274543444 £60.00 
Jan-Sept Thins-Sun 
A^ctorian hotel with all focOities 

which is situated two miles from the 

dty centre. 


Denpfoale Hotel 
CaiTiiiRDad 
Dundalk, Co Louth 
00353 4235471 £80.00 
Jan-Sept 

23 bedroom hotel all with modem 
focUities together with restaurant 
and bar and dose to maiQr sport- 
ing activities. 


SCOTLAND 
Eskdale Hotel 
Maricet Place 

Langholm, Dumfries & Gallows^r, 

DG13 0JH 
013873 80357 £54.00 
Jan-Sept 

Former Coaching Inn in the mar- 
ket place providing good food, 
drinb and accommodation. 


WILTSHIRE 
Knoll House 
Swindon Road 

Malmesburv, Wilts. SN16 9LU 
01666 823114 £75.00 
Jan-Sept 

Located in a historic town, taking 
pride in the comfort and quality of 
its' facilities and friendly service. 


Kings Anns Hotel 
Street 

Lo^rbie. E>um&ies & Galloway, 

DGll UL 

01S76 202410 £60.00 

17tb centuiy coaching bm boasting 

that Bonnie Prince 

Cha^ stayed here in 1745 and Sir 

VUier Scott in 1813 


Annandale Anns Hotel **** 
High Street 

Moffat, Dumfries & Galloway, 
DGIO 9HF 
01683 220013 £644)0 
Comfortable Georgian hotel in 
the cemie of the pretty town square 
of Moffat 


Lovat Arms Hotel 
Beauly, 

Highland. rV4 TBS 
01463 7823 13 £94.00 
Jan-Apr/Sepi 

An ideal bare for touiii^ the west 
coast and highlands of SootlaodL 


Achifty Hotel Con'Jn, by Strathp- 
effer 

Highland, IV14 9EG 
01997 421355 £59.00 
Jan-May/Sept 

Characterful hotel. Magnificent 
soenety. Ideal base foi touring. 
Charmii^ hospitality. Superb food. 
Coagenial, relaxing atmosphere. 


Coul House Hotel 
Cootin, 1^ Sirathpeffer 
Highland, IV14 9EY 
01997 42I4S7 From £70,00 
Jan-May 

Romantic country house in mag- 
nificent highland setting. 

Log fires, home comforts and great 
cookiog. 


Grouse & Trout Hotel 
FUchity Farr 
Highland, IVl 2XE 
01808 521314 From £70.00 Apr- 
Sepl ^ 

An ori^nal stone building with 
beams situated amidst lochs and 
mountains 


Craigdarrodi House Hotel 
Fco«is. South Loch Ness Side 
Hi^nd, rvi 2 XU 
01456 486400 £ 120.00 
Jan-Jul/Scpi 

Rmoramic views over Loch Ness, 
log fires for wannth and comfort 
and serving excellent cutsfoe anH 
wines. 


Columba House Hotel & Restau- 


HowbOuaHy 

1b quaifr (or your a tor 1 breakyoumusicoflKttourdR* 
terarXIy nunteBd tokens from the nfeM wa BTs priitng «i 
The feidependant BiKl tfis Independent on Sufbay unil 

Sunday 1 9 Jaruary: Then atlscri them M am ol toe 
vDuetMS tra aie prirstog in The Independeni on Tuesday 
14 January and SNurday 1B Januaiy and in toe Indepan- 
dad on Sunday on 19 January (econflrmatiQnboai^ 
fonn wM atoo be puMshed on tooee dates). When you 
have tour tokens and a voueher, simply taSew toe boeldng 
preoadure detsBed betow: R you would Pm b take more 
than one 2 tori break, ^ GODact tow lokene red one 
voucher far each eepar^ ocGBslon that you wish to go. 
Ybstorday in The Independent we prim w) Token 1; today 
we prim lUcsn 2. Tbken 3 wll be printed In romwowb to- 
dependent 


Booking Procedure 

1. AH boolongs nwet be made by telephone cMcl with 
eech IndMduai hoM. C aB er s must Ideniay triemse tos as 
‘Independent 2 tor 1 voucher hoMerS* as some hotels 
may have standard Or Bitoarior rooms avaidile et nofinal 
rates when iliev akcation of 2 far 1 rooms Is tuiL 

2. AD bookings must be pta-pad and leeenrtoRins can be 
Gonflrmed over toe telaphone by crsdl card holdais at 

RisBthdieto. 

3. Vtaucher hoktora wohing to pay by otoer melhoOb can 
nwto a prmMonel booMng by phene whkto ite hoM wil 
keep open far 48 hours pwk^ racefat of toe confirma- 
tion booidng lorm and payment whUi wfD be aefcnowl- 
edgM by Ihe hotel on the day It is received. H you do ikX 
receive Bucto an aeknoMledgemenl within seven days, you 
ore advtaed to eontoct Ihe hotel. 

4. Voudiare must be swrendered on arrival el ihs hotel 
and can be used on one occasion orty 

5. Vbuchers are vafid from 11 Jmiaiy m 30 


Itoms and Canditnns 

1. Tapaitie^toour2torlD8eryoumu5lGoltecl4dif- 
lerently numbered tokens. BKludmg one fram the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday and oaatfi toem to a voudier. fl you 
would Ihe to tale more then one 2 tor l break. Jute caDea 
tow toketg and erw voudwf tor each separate ocenaion 
toaiyouwehttga 

2. The voucher may be redeemed at any participabng 
MiiOtel hotel (as hsted in toe hdependem on Sunday, 12 
January and The bfidependent, 13 January) tor one free 
rujWs bed and breMasl tor two people to a standard 
aMln or double room whan toe Dm mghre bed and break- 
lasHspre-puntoBsedaltoepneandtoeled. 

3. Seme hotels, at toa pr oprtetorYdeaofioawa accept 
the voucher tor longer stays on toe same basis, so you 


can slay tor 4 nights tor Ihe price of 2 tar exampiB. Plaaee 
check wNh your choeen hotel when mahtog your boGUng. 

4. The voucher dees not cover peymanl fbr any other 

maols or service tool may be requested by Ihe holder arte 
camoi be used wito any other oEer, savhg or discoum 
Dial may be avaiable at toe hotel 

5. No booldngs wfl be accepted tor Bank hoDday penods. 

6. Booktogs tor January. Fsbnery, March and A^ caimol 
be macte more toan e wemo to advance. Booktoga far 
May and Septentoer caimM be made more than 4 weeks 
In advance. Bookiigs tar June, JUy end August cannoi Da 
made nm than 7 days In advance. 

7. Vbuchers are vaid from 11 Jam^ to 30 September 
1997. 

8. Vtouttoers must be surrendered on arrival ai the hotel 
and can be used on one occasion only 

9. No-ehows or eanealiaiians lea toon 14 days prior lo 
toe anbppated dale of arrival at to hotel will rervler the 
voucher toveSd and toe holder Dabla tor payment to fai lor 


"^.hooked, toctodhg tooee prsvnaly offarad fiwe. 

10. AR booknos made imdar ttils omnotlon m -rrartiirt lo 
avalabUly and lo me seleeted hotel's own period of nvaP- 

6taByandianiB»dcorKftans,e)iGeplwneiethoseeon- 
dUlons may diRer from tosee in whiA ease tIteN 

ceniflitons shaB ptevai 

11. Phottcopiea d tokens and vouchers are not aocapi- 


12. One diikl under the aga d 12 years at toe itoie d 
twoWng and sharing a room whhiwoadtftswH be a& 

commodated Iree cn charge but all meals. kKOalni hmait 
last, wll be Chargeable. . -uut^oreaw 

13. The deerepbonii and prices conaned to tots dter 
have been suppHad by parUdpaUng hotels. Whia every 
ettort has been made to eneuie toair B«<iif aF y prior to 

piAinranoa no responstaeily can be tehan by NawsDaoer 
PubOshtog pta. ChartBTheuee Ptomotona Of Mtoo^ tor 
any error, omissions or changes toat may lake place after- 
wards wHhoul nodee. 


Mallard Hotel •••• 

East Links Road 
Gullaoe, Lothian, EH31 2AF 
01620 843288 £76J)0 ' 
Jan-J^tcfful-Sept ' 

Qoiet^ atuated overiookdDg'golf 
courses with beacbea • 

oeaiby and just 30 minutes froon. 
Edinburgh. 


The Griffin at Leeds 

Boar Lane 

Leeds, LSI 5DA 

0113 242 2555 £6a00 

Jan- Sept N-San 

Situated in the heart of Leeds 

with indhriduaily deagned en suite 

rooms and ofienng realistic prices. 


Karnes Hotd •••* 

Karnes, by UglmahTuaicfa^ - 

Strathclyde. PA21 2AF 
01700 811489 £60.00 
Jan-Jun 

Magnificent views over Kyles' of 
Bute, good fbod, ales; fine mall 
wh^^ and a &ie 3 idty.^*iplcoQi& 


The FI)qiig Horse Country Hotel 


NetiletOD Hin Road, Scsqiegoal IffD 
Huddersfield, W. Yorks, HD7 4NY 
01484642368 £64.95 
Jan-Sept 

CounC^ hotel situated on the edge 
of the Pennines with unsurpassed 
views and exceneot food serred by 
friendiy staff 


The Anchorage Hotel **** 

149 IblDplehill 

Tjnoaj'Stratb^ide, YAIO ffiQ. 
01292 317448 £6a00 
^mOy ran fifendly hotel dossed as 
the oldesc Ucen^ premises in 

tOWlL 




IRELAND 

Dairy Court Hotel 28-30' Lower 
Stephens Street Dublin 2, Co 
Dublin 

00 353 1 4751988 £139.00 
Jan-Sept 

Built in 1996 the hotel has 32 ul- 
tra modem large rooms and is sit- 
nated mirmreg from all that Dublin 
has to offer. 


Shafie^uiy Hotel 

1 Hyndford Street 

Dundee, 'lkyride,DD2.1HQ - . . 

01382 6^16 £76.00 

Jan-Sept Rr-Sun 

Former Jute Barons mansion bu3t 

in 1870 retaining some 

original featnres. Racbefs restan- 

zant serves good food. 


Latbones Hotel 
by Laxgoward 
Sl Andrews, Fife. KY9 IJE 
01344S4O494 From£76J)0 
Jan-Mar 

14 bedroom country hotel 4 miles 
from SuAndiews ^th restaurant; . 
bars and parMng 


WALES 

Bryn Deiwen Hotel •••• 
AbbeyRoad 

LJangoUen, Qwyd, LL20 8 EF . 
01978 860583 £65J)0 
Jan-Sept 

A warm welcome awaits you in this 
home^ hotel overlooking the 
steam raffway and the ^ctuiesque 
of UangoUeiL 


gBUS. Pubs & SfsS 


Hotel Mariners 
Mariners Square 

. Haverfordw^ Dyfed, SA61 2DU 
01437 763353 from £67J0 
Jan-May 

I7ih century famQy run hotel cen- 
trally situated in a quiet part of 
town, an excellent bare for touring 
South West lA^es. 


Ihe Black Uon Royal Hotel 
High Street 


Lanmeter, Dyfed, SA4S 7BG 
015TO 422172 £58.00 


01570 422172 £58.00 
Jan-Sept 

Fam^ run 18th century coaching 
Inn situated in the centre of town, 
excellent for tourmg Cambrian 
Moimtaios and nemby coast. . 


... r.J. I 

; "t I'.f ■ 

: f"^' • •' 
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Cksile Hotel •••• 

Kings Road 

Llandovery. Dyfed, SA20 OAW 
OISSO 720343 £65.00 
Jan-Sept 

"Over the hilis and far away” but a 
superb destination. . 


Court Colman Hotel 
PenyFai 

Bridgend, Glams, Cm 4NG 
0L6S6 720212 £78 JO 
Jan-Feb 

Itie hotel is situated in 6 aoes of 
(ranquil grounds ideal fbr business 
or a relaxing weekend. 


The Rivenside Hotel 
Cindeihill Street 
Morunouth. Gwent, NPS 3EY' 
01600 715577 £71.00 
Jan-Sept 

A private botd offering a wapn woi- . 
come, quality rooms and a restsi’ 
rant with professional service ' 
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Biyn Hrion Hotel **■* ' 
RedWharfBay 
Ai^lesey, Ov^oedd, LL75 8 RZ 
01248 852366 from £65.00 . 
Jan-Sept 

Fumisbed to a high standard wifo 
beautifol views of Red 
Wharf Bay and has a C 09 mtimate . 
restaurant. 






Dragon Hotel “•••. • 

Montgomery, • • 

Pbwys, SY15 6 PA 
01686 668359 £72JXIJan-SepL 
17th century family ran Coadnng 
Ina with mdoor swanmiag pubi, fiu^ 
restaurant, ales and wen lo- 
cated for peacefril walkiag.' 


II' 

•4 !■* 


Usk Hotel •••• ■ " . . 

Talybont-on-Usk 
Nr Brecon. Powys, LD3 'TIE 
01874676251 - - - - 

Jan-Sept 

A small country hoteT in the nre- 
con Beacons National Park. 
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business 


Supporters of hungover Matthew Clark fece their day of reckoning 


Tins be an uncomfiartable 

week for Tbiw Dye and other 
^porters of Matthew dark, 
bubbfy drinks group 
which is silvering from an 
alcopop hangover. 

Interim Sgures, due tomor- 
row, wiQ oifier invcttois the fiitt 

detailed guide to the extent of 
tte groves di£Bciiltie& And Mr 
Dye, the man banking on a 
stock market crash, should be 
more interested than mosL 
He has for long backed Gark 
and his underperforming 
PDFM fund has a near-20 per 
cent stake. 

I^u^out the 1990s the 
British wine and cider group 
made impressive headway 
under the direction of Peter 
Aikens, a former Courage 
brewery executive. In May its 
shares were riding at an 801p 
peak and Clark, tSdng in such 
ddeis as Gaymer and '^unton, 
seemed to be ridii^ on the crest 
of an AQtens-inspired d rinks 
wave. 

Suddenly it all started to go 


wrong. Some ixsdnitions were 
disma^ by a £431,000 relo- 
cation allowance received by 
Mr Aikens. 

It was pointed out that the 
paymen^ made vriien Clark 
moved its head office from 
Guildfard to Bristol, repre- 
sented more than £ 4,000 per 
mile. 

But the unhappiness over 
the payment was lost in a mist 
of outlet rage when in Sep- 
tember the then chairman, 
Michael Cottrell, revealed at 
the yearfy shareholders' meet- 
ing that ^er profits had been 
savaged by the craze for 
alcopops. 

Qatkfs ttiares phmged as an- 
alysts slashed their profit fore- 
casts from more tban £70m to 
around £50nL 

PDFM had tof^ied up its 
stake just before the share- 
holders* meeting although its 
associated securities business, 
UBS, was thought to have 
turned bearish. 

Mr Dye, who has 15 per cent 


of his funds in cash because he 
is unhappy about the outlook 
for shares, decided to take the 
Clark blow on the c hin and 
even increased his sharehold- 
ings after the profit warning. 

Althou^ UBS was 
rumouretfto be uoea^ other 
stockbrokers were cau^t on 
the hop. Bi^ circulars had 
been product onfy weeks be- 
fore the shock waining. 

With so many red faces 
Clark in gener^ and Mr 
Aikens in particular, have been 
given a rough ride. The shares 
fost 35 per cent of their value 
in a day and continued to 
slide, hitdng 258.5p. 

Inrecentweekstakeoverru- 
iDOtiis have enoour^ed a mod- 
est recovery. So have cautious 
hopes that the interim results 
wfll not look quite as sour as 
some espect. Last year the 
half-way profit was £lS. 4 m. 

One of the stories which has 
helped encourage the shares to 
305 p is that Philip Morris, the 
US giant strivii^ to develt^ 



STOCK MARKET WEEK 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 

of the year 


Millers lager in this country, 
plans a bid. 

It is rumoured that Morris 
wants to build a UK brewery 
and sees absorbing Qmk, with 


Matthew Clark 


.sta9p(!a,|»icB-; 
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its drinks wholesaling opera- 
tion, as ensuring Mfflers has 
adequate distrfoution. 

fl umneas is another in the 
frame. It h^ dpped a delicate 
toe in the cidn market and 
could be interested in mak^ 
a determined splash with 
Oaric. Bass is also seen as a 
possible predator. 

If this week’s figures do not 
offer any coi^oit Clark’s days 
of indqiendenee could quic^ 
draw to a sad end. As its 1^ 
rival, HP Buhner, has not suf- 
fered from the alccpop debade 
there must be a question marit 
over its marketing and pricing 
strategy. 

Hiere are suggestions it cut 
its promotional spend too 
mu(^ If that is the case it could 


face such a long haul ba(± that 
a bid would put the group out 
of its misery. 

Although profit statements 
in onfy the second week of the 
new year are still few and far 
between the paucity of com- 
pany anxKnmcements will be 
angmented by another fiuny of 
Christmas trading reports. 

TrwwHng^ the bunS to g»ins 
conglomerate which has re- 
main^ aloof from the de- 
merger tendency that has 
attested some of its contem- 
poraries, is one a profits 
announcement. It prodoces 
interim ^uies today. 

Chahman Greg Hulchings 
seeans wedded to the ^traMing, 
unrelated concept of the old- 
fashioned conglomerate and 
more buys, rather than dis- 
posals or a break-up, seem to 
be the most IDcely devdopmenL 

The group’s shares are near 
their 12-month gipy regring 
today’s results wiB be encour- 
aging. Tomkiiis is doing wdl in 
the US, vriiere its Gates ac- 


quisition is meetine em^a 

tioi^anda27^rcS^: 

Its jump to around £i6(tai is 

ejpectei An a per cem div^ 
idend advance to 3p is also on 

the cards. 

The dismembering of r^ . 
rbo. Tmy Rowland’s old in- 
ternational trading group has 
come to a halt Die^ Bock the 

German business man who 
sw^t in, much to Mr Row- 
land’s eventual dismay, to re- 
shape the group, is no«^. g 
non-executive director without 
a power base. Anglo American, 

the South African mining 
group is the new driving force, 
with a 27 per cent interest, al- 
though the Eurocrats of Bms- 
sels are far from happy and are 
probing its involvemeot which, 
tbey see, as having 
for the platinum ma^eL 

The Euro interest will almost 

certainly del^ flitting Lon- 
rho’s nunii^ t^mess from its 
remaining trading assets. Its 
UK hoteS have been sold but 
the luxury Princess chain has 


yet to find a buyer. On Thurs- 
day Lonrho U due to report 
year’s figures. 

It could also offer guidance 
about its foture direcdon. Cur- 
rencies and metal prices have 
not been favourable and pre- 
excepdonal profits should be 
around £166m. 

Caipetright, also on Thurs- 
d^, should have a cheerful tale 
with half-year profits likely to 
be 40 per cent up at £ 14 m. 

The creation of retail star 
Phil Harris, now Lord Harris, 
the group should have scored 
from the uplift in the economy 
and, in particular, the resi- 
dential housing market. 

It should also be a benefi- 
cial of the ^lending boom 
'siuA should be created by the 
stampede by mutual societies 
to coDven to pic status. 

Chrpetright has a fine record 
but its a^essive stores open- 
ing programme has been 
liken^ to carpet bombing - 
and sooner rather tban later it 
could run out of targets. 
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£5bn C&W deal runs into snags 


Chris Godsmark 
»d Mathew Horsman 


The landraaiic £5bn deal bro- 
kered Cable & Wireless to 
merge its Mercury phone sub- 
sidiary whh three cable com- 
panies is unlikely to meet the 
plaruied April deadline after a 
hitting a series of obstacles. 

Sources have pointed to 
growing dissigrMinents between 
the conqianit^ involved, with in- 
siders blaming a clash of cul- 
tures between the notoriously 
bureaucratic Cable & Wireless 


and the smaller cable cmerators. 
In a move to speeo up the 
process, a large team of man- 
agement constants from the 
Boston Consulring Group has 
iKen defrayed, along with pub- 
lic relations advisers Brunswick. 
However, concem has been ex- 
pressed that C&W, essentially 
a telecommunicatioDS business, 
has little cueviouseiqjerieQoe of 
the television industry. 

The deal, which would see 
f^W whh a controlling 
in the compaiQr, is now thought 
to be unlikely to be completed 


until the summer. Another 
problem is the sheer complex- 
ity of the task, with lawyers and 
brokets acting for Mercuiy. 

Cablet^mms and Bell 
Cablemedia, which is in the 
process of taking over Video- 
troo's UK operations. 

The difficulties have emerged 
as the joint steering group 
orga nfeang the merger, headed 
^ ^W director Stephen Pet- 
tn, has been forced to postpone 
the announcement of a chief 
executive to run the new com- 
pany, to be called Cable & 


Wireless Communications. The 
appointment was due to be an- 
nounced on 6 January, but 
speculation is mounting inside 
the various organisations that 
the f wigmal pretened candidate 
for the Job bas unexpectedly 
turned it down. Another theory 
is t^t the post has been offered 
to an American from the enter- 
tainment or computing indus- 
tries but the appointment has 
become bogged down in con- 
tractual d ifficul ties. 

Mr Peuit has kept the short- 
list a closely guaraed secret. 


though two [vefeTTed candi- 
dates were ihou^t to be Adam 
Singer, preadent of TCTs io- 
temational division, and Mike 
Harris, bead of the PrudentiaTs 
banking aim and a former 
C&W executive. 

However, Mr Singer is also 
believed to have turned down 
the job after concem at the way 
the deal was being organised. 
Sources have complained that 
failure to appoint a chief exec- 
utive has led to a damaging lack 
of leadership, not so & devi- 
ated by tbe appointment of 


Dick Brown as chief exeentive 
of C&W last July. 

Meanwhile, Dm Somers, the 
chief executive of Bell Cdle- 
media, has told colleagues he 
will return to Canada to work 
at Bell Canada Enterprises, 
the parent compai^'. He has 
been removed from the list of 
possible candidates for the 
C&W Crwnmiinicarinns top job. 

It is understood that Duxican 
Lewis, the former chief execu- 
the of Mercury ^lo left Grana^ 
da Media Group late last year 
aftera row with the bead ofGce^ 


Magnox merger 
deadline agreed 


Chris Godsmaric 

Business Correspondent 


Hopes of a pre-election break- 
throu^ in merger talks between 
Magnox Electric, the state- 
owned company which runs 
ageing nuclear power stations, 
and British Nuclear Fuels, 
reprocessing organisation, have 
risen after the two sides agreed 
to a provisional deadline in 
negotiations with the Govern- 
ment. 

Miiusters aim to transfer re- 
qxiTLsibility for Magnox Bectric, 
created last AprO in the re- 
structuring of the nuclear in- 
dustiy, to BNFL. which does 
much of the decommissioning 
woiic at its Sellafield complex. 
The talks became deadlock^ 
because of BNFLs unbaf^ess 
at having to take over part of 
Magnox*s £8.9bn decommis- 
sioning costs. 

However, in a private ex- 
diangc of letters between Lord 
Fraser, energy minister. 

Baker. Magnox chairman, and 


John Ih^r, BNFL chief exec- 
utive, the three sides agreed to 
work towards securing a by 
the end of next month. Letters 
of intent to seal the agreement 
are due to be rigoed in March, 
with the merger completed in 
April 1998. 

Sources suggested that 
though the timetable had been 
agre^ there was much work to 
be done on how to bric^ the 
hu^ funding gap. Of theu.9bn 
estimate for decommissioning 
aU nine of Magnox’s reactors, 
some £Ubn stQl has to be 
found. The G^mment last 
year agreed to guarantee £3.7bn 
of the costs, while Magnox has 
set aside cash and future rev- 
enue streams worth £3.9bn. 

Tbougii BNFL is state-owned 
it in effect runs as a private busi- 
ness and bas made dear to min- 
isters it would refuse to take on 
£13bD of liabilities without 
‘freasuiy help. BNFL has set its 
sights on commercial repro- 
cessing and waste management 
work overseas. 
















Funding gap: Of the £8.9bn estimate for decommissioning all nine of Magnox’s reactors, £1.3bn still has to be found 


Halewood’s future hinges on new Escort model 


Diane C^le 

and Chris God^nark 


Managers of Ford will meet 
union representatives at Hale- 
wood on Thursday to discuss 
whether or not tbe new Escort 
model will be built there. If the 
company decides against it on 
cost-cutting ^un<k it is likely 
to be the death sentence for tbe 
plant. 

Unions have agreed to tbe 


outsourcing of production that 
wiU reduce the number of em- 
ployees at Ford's Merseyside 
plant by natural wastage. But the 
compare is seeldog new work- 
ing practi^ that wlu cut several 
hundred jobs out of more than 
4,000 to save money. 

Last week Ford armounced 
that it bad made losses of 
$47^ in Europe in the third 
quarter after profits of $269m 
in the fii^ half of 1996. Last year 


Escort’s UK market share fell 
below 20 per cent for the first 
time. 

Tbe car industiy negotiator 
for the Transport and General 
Union, Ibny Woodley, said that 
if the company decided against 
manufacturing tbe Escort on 
Merseyside, the union reaction 
would be “serious and instant”. 

will be for the company to 
announce whether tbe new 
Escort wfl] be built there. If not, 


that has got massive implica- 
tions for assembly at Hale- 


tions for assembly at Hale- 
wood. It would io effect close 
it," be said. 

Diursday's meeting was 
called tbe company ^ will 
be attended 1^ its head of man- 
ufacturing in Europe. Ford has 
already told employees in 
\^eocia, Spain, and Saarlouis, 
Germany, that they will build 
the new model. 

Car mal^g on Merseyside 


bas been turbulent since the 
leading manufacturers opened 
plants there in the 1950$ and 
1960$ during government drives 
to boost re^onal ecoaomic 
development. British L^land, 
tbe previous incarnation of 
Rover, closed its site at Speke, 
which made Triumphs, at the 
end of the 1970s after an ^ 
palling record for productMty. 
quality and union disruption. 

Halewood’s future was also 


periodically in doubt, with a 
reputation gained during the 
197Us as one of Ford's worst 
manufacturing sites. However 
vast productivity strides saved 
the plant in the early 1990s and 
its current problems have come 
as a suiprise to industiy experts. 

In contrast. Vauxball recently 
announced a £300m investment , 
programme at its plant at 
Ellesmere Port, securing the 
future of 3300 staff. I 


EMU depends on strong political links 

Diane Coyle discovers the challenges facing the man preparing Europe for a single currency 


It is no surprise that Alexandre 
Lamialussy, the Belgian banker 
in charge of preparing Europe 
for the single currency, is opti- 
mistic about its introduction in 
less than two years. 

What is more remarkable is 
his new willingness to link the 
success of monetary union lo 
political integration, with a 
frankness unusual in central 
banking circles. In an exclusive 
interview with The Indepen- 
dent. Mr Lamfalussy high- 
light^ tbe need for wide poli^ 
co-ordination as the biggest 
potential hurdle in the way of 
the successful operation of Eu- 
ropean monetary uruon. 

He said: “Ws need doser eco- 
nomic and political co-opera- 
tion. I don't want to say poVtiical 
union because its content is 
vague. . . but there will be areas 
in which we have to get closer. 
That be forced by monetary 
union and that is the greatest 
challenge. ” 

It is a view likely to confirm 
tbe worst fears of Britain's 
Euiophobes. It ateo reconedes 


THE MONDAY INTERVIEW 


Alexandre Lamfalussy 


French demands for a “stabili- 
ty council” which would give 
finance aiinisteis a strong voice 
in economic policy and German 
determination that the new 
European Central Bank will be 
as independent and tough as the 
Bund^bank. 

There would need to be 
explicit co-ordination of fiscal 
policies, on top of tbe har- 
monisation of taxes that was al- 
reac^ under way within the 
single market, Mr LamfaJus^ 
said. Speaking from the Euro- 
pean Monetary Institute's eyrie 
high above the snow-bound 
streets of Frankfim, he said: 
“This is a unique enterprise. All 
of this is experimental.” 

Mr Lamfalussy’s other, 
equally strong, message for Eu- 
To^'s politicians is th^ they are 
wrong to blame high unem- 
ployment and stagnant growth 
oti tiie need to meet the Maas- 


tricht criteria. Soaring govern- 
ment debt levels meant the un- 
popular measures governments 
on the Continent were taking to 
reduce government deficits 
would have been essential any- 
way, he argued. 

On the use of Maastricht as 
tbe culprit Mr Lamfalussy said: 
“It is a mistake from a tactical 
point of view because it dis- 
credits EMU in the eyes of the 
public.” 

He concedes that the single 
current has prodded govern- 
ments into action: “Maastricht 
was wdcome because h puts you 
against a deadline.” 

But he regrets the negative 
associations the M-woiti has 
come to have in the public 
mind. “This is unfair and re- 
grettable,” he said. 

Rir all his alertness to the po 
litical forces driving progress to- 
wards the su^e currency. 


Lamfalussy insisted that tbe 
European Central Bank he was 
busy bringing into being would 
be independent of politicians' 
influence. But tbe personality of 
its first executives would be cru- 
cial, he said 

“There is a high probability 
that the ECB will be able lo re- 
sist very successfully any irolit- 
ical pressure. That there be 
political pressure is clear.” 

He added: “There is no 
doubt the choice of people will 
matter a loL” 


Apart from tbe defence pro- 
ided by its statutes, which 


vided by its statutes, which 
guarantee independence, Mr 
Lamfalussy said the ECB's 
strongest card was the exis- 
tence of a culture of price sta- 
bility in Europe. 

“The policy of combating in- 
flation IS already there. We 
have achieved price stability in 
a growing number of coun- 
tries. It has already happened,” 
be said. 

For the same reason, he de- 
nied suggestions that the ECB 
wculd have lo start out be ingex- 



Alexandre Lamfelus^: ‘I’d 
be delighted if UK joined’ 


tremefy tough in its interest rate 
dedsions in order to establish 
its credibility. The credibility al- 
ready exists, in his opinion. 
“Why, when you come togeth- 
er, should you suddenly to 


behave in a different way?” 
Mr Lamfalusty did not, how- 
ever, accept tbe view wide- 
spread in Frankfurt that 
raonetaiy union would neces- 
sarily exclude tbe Mediter- 
ranean countries to begin with 
- a diplomatic stance, perhaps. 
Although the presence of Italy 
and Spain at the start would 
raise doubts in the financial 
maricets about credibility, Mr 
Lamfolussy said: “Wc do have 
a reasonable chance that quite 
a number of countries will meet 
the budget commiimcnt.” 

He denied, too. (hat this 
could only be achieved by let- 
ting standards slip. “To say now 
that wc will have to fudge Ls go- 
ing a little bit too fasL By tbe 
summerwe will begin to see the 
likely outcome,” he said. 

Like many others on the 
Continent, he hopes for a 
clearer view of Britain's position 
by then too. 

“I would he delighted if the 
UK joined,” he said. “Monetary 
union would be poorer without 
Brilain.'' 
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has also been ruled out, fbl- 
at least two meetiiigB be- 
tween Mr Lews and Mr ftromL 
Tli^ are believed to have de- 
cided it would be **inappropri- 
aie” for Mr Lewis’ name to be 
added to the list of candidates. 

John Kflh'an, chief executive 
of Nynex CableComms, 
another merger partner, has 
ako been ruled oiU. He was loe{rt 
out of the secret discussions that 
led to the dramatic merger, an- 
nounced last year. 

Bell Cablemedia . and 
Vldeotron, meanwhile, are 


mairing further progress on 
their own merger, «4iicb is 
as a first step toward finalirirg 
the broader jneigpr' of 
companies witbin Cable & 
Wiidess Communicadons. In 
the next few weeks, most of 
BOM’S staff mil be relocated to 
Videotron's Hammersmith 
headquarters. 

The four companies involved 
io tbe merger are bracing them- 
selves lor tbcnisands of job loss- 
es. with Kveral senior and 
mid-management executives 
likely to lose their posts. 


Sears shoes 
told to pull 
its socks up 


Magnus Chimond 


Seais. the Selfridges to Dolcis 
retailing giant, is rea^ to sell 
or demer^ its troubled shoe 
business if there is no im- 
provement by this summer. 

Liam Strong, the chief exec- 
utive, adio is under growing 
pressure from large sh^hold- 
ers to resign or institute a 
break-up of the spraMing groiq) 
after last week's profits warning, 
is pinning Us hopes that spring 
ran^ shortly to be launched by 
new managemeot can st^ revive 
the fortunes of the British Shoe 
Corporation operation. 

Management, led by BSC 
managing director Rebecca 
Cotterell, have been told they 
have until the summer to prove 
that new ^tems, improved 
formats and customer service 
put in over the past year can 
produce results or the business 


in setting his fiioe against whole- 
sale demerger for now. 

One insu& said yesterday: ‘A 
huge amount of dunge and re- 


rS build 


Structuring has gone on and 
SDiins is me first time we will 


will be disposed of. 
ButMrStronit'sh 


But Mr Strong's hand may be 
forced if the coUapsing share 
price, which at 88p on ^day is 
near recent lows, prompts a 


break-up bid for tbe compaiiy. 
One report over the wee^nd 


One report over the weekend 
claimed that millionaire entre- 
preneur Richard Caring was 
pultii^ together just such a 
bid with German mail order 
group Otto Versand. which lost 
out with the lowest offer in die 
recent auction of Sears' Free- 
mans mail order business. 

Mr Strong, wto is expected 
to armounce the sale of that op- 
eration for around £375m to Lit- 
tlewoods early this week, is 
understood to have the backing 
of his board, headed by non-ex- 
ecutive chairman Sir Bob Reid, 


spring is the first time we will 
see ranges from the new man- 
agement put in in December 
1995. This will be critical to see 
what the potential of the shoe 
business is going lo be. 

“So the great ^nt that Sears 
is going to sell the shoe business 
is not ^t, because we have got 
to see what is going to bappeiL 
But it would be wro^ to ex- 
clude the possibility if it doesn’t 
perform.” 

A demerger would be con- 
sidered if the rationale could be ■ : 
shown to be “veiy good", tbe ^ 
source said. 

Even so, the City is likely to 
remain sceptical about Mr 
Strongs ability totum ^und 
the UK shoes busing iiow^ 

and de- 

partment scored, concessions, 
which saw .profits shuoqp from 
£2m tojust£6^0Q01h thesix 
months to Julji!- One analyst raid 
yesterday: ■'rm not sure 
whether new rang^ are enoi^ 
to drift peic^tioosdf the bus!' 
ness. Essenti^ ifs a replace: 
ment market: the number of 
shoes per head bouj^t is low." 

She expressed doubts 
whether a manageiiient ^ose - 
background was in clothi^ was 
the ri^t team to revive a shoes 
business. . 

Opinion amongd Sea^ ma- 
jor shareholders about- Mr 
Strong's ftiture is still not dear- 
cut in the wa&e of the profit 
warning. ^ 
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your 
New Year’s 
resolution 



Daily Scheduled Services 

£29 



43x Glasgow 
4 X Edinburgh 
3^ Aberdeen 
Inverness 
3 X Amsterdam 
X X Nice 
X X Barcelona 


£29 

£29 



£49 

£49 


Ail fares tingle, from, excL tax. 

Do not require a Saturday night stay. 
From London Luton airport. 
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easy J et 


Call 0990 29 29 29 anytime 
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shoes 




GAVYN DAVIES 


'For most of the past 
two years. Japanese 
purchases of US 
bonds alone have 
been averaging about 
$60bn at an annual 
rate, a factor which 
has clearly helped to 
hold down global 
bond yields and 
thereby boost equity 
prices in America 
and elsewhere' 


World will catch a cold if jEman gets pneumonia 


T he most important event in the world's 
Rnandal markets so far in the new year 
has undonbtedly been the continuing ^de 
in the Japanese stock markeL In the past two 
months, the Nikkei index has dropped by 
about ^ per cent, and there are fears that 
this collapse in Japan will soon begin to un- 
dermine the strength of Jinancial markets in 
the rest of the wodd - e^iedally in countries 
such as the US and the which have ben- 
efited from Japanese capital inflows in the 
past, and would stand to be hit quite hard 
if these Sows were repatriated. 

There is no doubt that capital outflows 
from Japan have been iaige in recent yeans, 
as indeed they have to be to offeet the trade 
suralus which has still been running at over 
S6Cvn a year. For most of the past two years, 
Japanese purchases of US bonds alone 
have been averaging about $6pbn at an 
annual rate, a factor which lias clearly 
helped to hold down global bond yields and 
thereby boost equity prices in America and 
elsewhere. In addition to th^ there ha^ been 
sizeable purchases of sterling and other higb- 
yielding Anglo-Saxon cuirendes (the dollars 
of the US. Canada. New Zealand and Aus- 
tralia have all been recipients at one time 
or another), essentially fonded by borrow- 
ing in yen at interest rates of 0 J per cent or 
less. These so-called “cany trades ” ^ve been 
very popular among the hedge funds and 
other lever^^ investment entities, and there 
could be serious shock waves in the finan- 
cial markets if they were suddenly reversed. 
Not only would the yen strengthen sharply, 
but the ^el which has been supporting bond 
and equity prices outside of Japan mi^t be 
threaten^. 

Fortunately, it is difficult to envisage a sud- 
den reversal at the present time. Ai root, most 


of these flows are driven by the existence of 
aggresavely ea^ monetaiy policy by the &nk 
of Japan, and there is no reason whatsoev- 
er to believe that this is IDtely to chang e in 
the next few months. 

Let us look at the three most important 
sources of capital outflow in turn. First, there 
are the private flows out of Japanese in- 
vestment msdtuiions into foreign bonds. 
These outflows have been particularly high 
In the second half of 1996, running at an an- 
nual rate of over S30bo by the end ^ the year. 

There is some danger that these flows 
could be partially reversed if the weakness 
in the Japanese stock market is maintamed. 
Certain^, in the past, there has been a cor- 
relation between the health of the domes- 
tic equity market and the outflow into 
foreign assets, and the weeks before the 
Japanese financial year end in April are typ- 
ically a vulnerable period. 

But the fact of the matter is that the dif- 
ferential between US and Japanese bond 


yields remains extremely high at about 4 per 
cent per annum, and the Japanese financial 
institutions still have a huge ai^tite fev yielcL 
It would be suzpriring if the attraction of this 
yield spread could be resisted for vety long. 

The second source of support for foreign 
maikets has been the levered cany trades 
funded inyen. There are no reliable figures 
to ^ow how large these trades have been, 
but anecdotal evidence suggests that thw 
have been huge at times in the past 18 
months. 

The same anecdotal evidence indicates that 
these trades may not have been so large in 
recent months, with many hedge f^ds 
switching their funding into Swiss francs in- 
stead of yen. But anyw^ the remaining trades 
in this area seem unukely to be seriously 
ibieatened until the market comes to expect 
an imminent increase in interest rates the 
Bank of Japan. \^th the fiscal stance set to 
tighten by almost 2 per cent of GDP in April, 
this does not seem veiy probable. 


Why Japan needs to tighten fiscal policy 


utflond (UVGIV % or 6DP 
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Diis leaves the third main source, the of- 
ficial purchases of fore^ assets (main^ US 
bonds) by the Japanese govemmenu 

These are the counterpart of the pro- 
gramme of foreign exchan^ intervention 
the Bank of Japan designs to push the yen 
down. In recent months, with the yen hav- 
ing depreciated to around US against the 
dmlar, offleiat ouffiows have dropped sharply 
to an annual rate of only about SlObn. 

However, if other fonns of capital outflow 
were to up, leading to a renewed 
strengthening m the wn, there is little 
doubt that the Bank of Japan would enter 
the maitel again to compensate. 

Hence, even if private flows were suddenly 
reversed, the overall capital outflow would 
stay high until the central bank was reat^ to 
see the yen appreciating again against for- 
eign currencies. 

And that win not haiq)en until there is dear 
evidence that the recovery in the Japanese 
economy can be sustained in the face of the 
fiscal ti^tening that is now due. 

This raises the question of why the Japan- 
esegoveinmentisimporiiigsucbalaigebud- 
^taiy t^tening on an ecofKMi^ which is only 
just beguming to recover from its worst re- 
cession for decades, arid in which the bal- 
ance sheets of the main financial institutions 
are still very fragile. The reason became a 
little clearer recently with the publication of 
an interesting paper by Kenji Okamura of 
the IMF on the long-term fiscal challenge 
facing Japan. Tliis makes rather dire read- 
ing, suggesting that the fiscal stance is at pre- 
sent totally unsustainable, with the present 
policy-settings likely to lead to an es^Iosion 
in the public sector debt/GDP over the next 
several decades. 

The primary source of the problem is de- 


jnoyaphy, with the ratio of retired people 
Jo ine working population being set to rise 
Jrom 20 per cent now to about ^0 per cent 
^ an ageing problem more severe than 

aeed by any other developed economy, 
has two unpleasant consequences. 
^,u^and most (Piously, the burden of so- 
‘^wcuriiy will rise by at least 2 per cent 
by recent pension reforms. 

^cond, the dirinkage of the wor king pop- 
ulation will reduce the growth of potential 
output in the economy from around 4 per 
cent m the late 1980s to only 1 per cent per 
snnura in the second decade of Uie next cen- 
This collapse in GDP growth will 
cleariy make it much harder to control the 
nse ui public debt in the years ahead. 

Added to these long-term difficulties is the 
fact that the recent recession has left the 
JapKinese government with a core structural 
budget deficit - ignoring the one-off special 
supplementary budgets of emeigency ^tend- 
ing measures - of 3 per cent of GDP which 
"if ° rf ^ addressed as welL According to 
the IMF calculations, a fiscal retrenchment 
of 4 per cent of GDP is needed immediately 
to restore the public accounts to a sustain- 
able position, on top of the 2 per cent of GDP 
I^kage which is planned for fi^ 1997. If 
these extra measures are delayed, then the 
required future Listening will inexorablv rise, 
reflecting the further build-up in debt interest 
which wfl] be allowed to occur. 

Hiced with ihis bleak arithmetic, ii is ca.s\’ 
to understand why the Ministry of Finance 
in Tokyo is so eager to embark on fis^ list- 
ening this year. And that in turn means that 
the Bank of Japan will be forced to keep the 
monetary pumps switched on for some time 
yet. 
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US builder to assemble yachts in Kent as boating market gets its second wind 


Peter 


Up to 400 jobs could be created 
^ the first inward investment 
in the UK by a foreign yacht- 
buHding company. 

It emerged yesterday at the 
LoiKlon Boat ^ow that Hunter 


Marine, a big US boat builder, 
is expected to use a site in Kent 
which will initially employ 200 
to assemble yachts. It is pl^ed 
to build up to a staff of 400 with- 
in five years. 

Ibny Beecbey, chairman of 
the Britisb Marine Industries 


Federation, said Spain had also 
been trying to attract the 
Hunter factory: “I have been 
working at it for a year. 1 think 
we will beat the Spanish.** 

Two ministers from the De- 
partment of Trade & Industry 
- ian Lang, the Secretary of 


Slate, and Richard Page - vis- 
fted the boat show at Earl's 
Court to talk to Hunter Marine 
about the project. 

Mr Beechey said he did not 
know of any ofoer fore^ yacht 
builder that had set up a plant 
in the UK. 


Hunter Marine markets safl- 
ing yachts under the Legend 
name in the UK to avoid con- 
fusion with a British boat 
builder called Hunter. It also 
makes Silverton and Mainship 
powerboats. 

Imported Legends have been 


selling well in the UK but the 
main target of the new factory 
is expected to be the continen- 
tal Europew market. 

Meanwhile, the boating in- 
dustiy appears to be recovering 
even faster than the housing 
market, wnth double-digit in- 


creases in sales last year for the 
first time since the 1980$ boom. 
Mr Beecbey said. The increase 
of more than 10 per cent is 
thought to have taken sales 
above £2.1bn in 1996, com- 
pared with £1.9bn in 1995. 

Mr Beecbey said the im- 


provement was because of the 
general level of confidence 
coming back into the economy. 

He said there was no repeat 
of the extrav^ant spending on 
very expensive yachts seen dur- 
ing the 1980s, m the industry's 
recovery was sounder this tiine. 


•.•rr.! 


Tel: 0171293 2222 


BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


FteOm 2932505 


Equipment & Supplies 


Equipment & Supplies 


Hi 


SoeznS 













Financial Sccunt>'' 
£30Tn turnover 
Technical Sales 
Technical Support 
Full Warranty 


NEW YEAR! NEW PRODUCTS! NEW PRICES! 


TOSHIBA 


9.19 me VAT 


SATELLITE I iOCS/CT 
COLOUR NOTEBOOK 

Intel Pentium lOOHhz 
SUB EDO Ram expandable to 40I1B 
8I0HB Hard disk 
1 1.3” USTN/TFT dolour display 
2 PCMCIA slots (2 X Type II or I x Type ill) 
Parallel, serial, k^board/mouse, SVGA port 
Size 299 x 226 x 53 
Weight 3.2kg 
Windows 95 or 3.11 
I Year Toshiba/Gultronio Warranty 


TOSHIBA 




1499.96 ine VAT 


SATELLITE 200CDS/CDT 
CD-ROM COLOUR NOTEBOOK 

• Intel Pentium lOONhz 

• BHB EDO Ram expandable to 40116 

• 810MB Hard disk 

• 1 1.3” Advanced SIN/ TFT colour display 

• Swapable 6x CD-Rom/Floppy drive supplied 

• 2 PCMCIA slots with ZV Port (I x Type III) 

• Infra-red Transmission 

• Weight 3.4kg 

• Windows 95 or 3.11 

• I Year Toshiba/Guitronia Warranty 
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• bifd Pentiuin IZOHhz 
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• iJGB Hard disk 
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• lOx CNwn B F. Drive supplied 
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• VIM 

• VTio 9S/3.i 

• 31tor 
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» 3 far Tbilibi/SulirDnia Wkrranty 
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TEOM 730CDT1H COLOUR 

• bad bot iuBi ISDMu 

• I6HB EDO hn opaaddde to I44nb 
- IIGB Hard disk 

• ill” IfrfK TFT eobor (65 nliefl cekuin) 

• b QMkNn indoded 

• 2 32-bit PCHCB slots vridi ZV Pbrt 

• lattrod AC adapter 

• Vlfei||K * Vfin 95/3.11 

• 3 to Tosiiilii/6tdironic Wafianty 


PCMCIA \'.34 Fa\ Data Modem onlv when purchased with an\ Xotebook! 
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mi 436 3I3J 

0171 32im 
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,^0171^10^ Is Tbe Notebook Specialist 


for the latest prices on the new Porte^^e and Tecra Models. 
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□ LEATHER CASE 

□ IN-CAR CHARfiBt 

□ SPARE BATTERT 

□ RAPID HOME CHARGBl 

□ ITBIIIISED BILUNG 

□ ANSWBI SERVICE* 

□ oEuvanr 

□ INSURANCE 

□ 3 YEAR WARRANTY 

□ 14 DAY TRIAL 


pm 

Nna 


1U(15 


JhkO 


jhkao 


ukaoo 


lUlSU 


S f riawl 

MonlMy 

Cbvgi 


n&OD 


C25M 


ESOin 


E 7&00 


£1(1000 


S hn diri 

tuanelne. 

{pernanfli) 




ODukwles 


annhiiB 


anobiin 


SSOmbwiM 


SiHdirf 

MCbvges 

dwtalpjal 


ata 


jm. 




«E. 


offotA 


1Z5B 


life. 




JL 


7 p 


PHONE FREEPHONE 


0500626500 


iECEiVE :2; CAEH B 


MOBILEexp/BSS 

^ com'munica-i 


CATION 

157 SouBml ttaad. Giws, Emx RM17 5M>. 
Itt 013^ 393131 • Fax 01375 390067 


for less than the rest 


Phones 




Ooft U DHk SB* BAas RAn 

■ 1 W fr Ii V RSfA I - H W S CK. w 

a a- simftie BA 1 na« • n ve iT 

I Wl SB- 29 n nC Ob line • feanCi d ■3l<\n 


0800 279 2444 


AinsnHriMMHL Gbum* Ameer 


W M k D 

WCUtfWW 
Csk:^ 1 BGic e as 





Opportunities 


£23,029 last year 


most e^oyahle 
profit Fve ever made^ 

• Just 3 hours on a Saturday 

• No stock no selling 

• Operate anyuhere 

• NatMLMor a franchise 

Capital bivestment £3,995 

For onr free 1996 prospectus phone 

01452 532415 

r7dl(U»,M Aoura) 


The Dorchester Plan 


WELSH THI/IESHARE from £595 

ENDOF PROJECT SAVE filOOOs 

w«^M/nvT »MP«MBBBnB*geaTMg« swuwSHflBI^ 


Aa pwWwsM saeunlr orrM eul on ain Mtag • U.K. HU 
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BIG PROFITS 


FROM FREEPHONE 

UnRmileil ongoing bKome 
supplying Reaphona nunbars. 
An essential busness tool n 
^aat demand: 5-lokl gmith 
pretfleied by Ihe year 2000. 
Fiil tratoing and national 
a^poft mMmuRi admin. 
Capital required 
£4,TC(M-VAT 
lake Oie FM Step •• Raephone 
TbbneiWen iB flonal, 
oflicahem 


0500 7000 66 


LIQUIDATIONS & 
RECEIVERSHIPS 
& AUCTIONS 


looto OP OPranuNiiiES 
gVBWWBCIDBUYSrOOC, 
ASSETS ORlHEVmae 
cannuw omEcrffipM uc 
UQUMTOR/fCCaVER + 
8CO B EB OFAUCnM<8.1HE 

MQST CO M PnOCNgtVC UST 

AVMABtEFORIHE 

saaousBuyBi 

pnHPRdresswNOLS 
THE PREUei INFCaaiKIKM 

prmnen 

CCWIMITRMIIErAaS 

nUSEIRMKT 

iB.oissaassno 

KMCW S B a sBOsey 


OPTIONS 
TRADING 
MADE EASIER 


For information 
ring 

0151 280 9090 


Geneva Finance 


NEW INVENTION 

proven to cal deoridey costs 
by up to 4(714. MontiTacnirer 

seeks loesL national and 
overseas distributon for this 
top quali^, high ledi 
product with moedible 
m insntn^ dsuaud. 

Td 01872 223000 

ri(» 3i4i2S! Tor nTenuitiH padc. 


TSUVEL 

Sort yw OM TnvBi brahenga 
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Exhibitions 


^ Looking for 
Franchisees, AgenLs, 
Distributors or 
Networkers, 
promote your 
bu.siness 
opportunttii' at 
The hiteniaiioneU 
Business 

(^^Ktrtunity 

E-diihUiou, London. 
March 6 to 9 . 

Teh 01202 762252 
Fax: 01202 765009 


INVENTORS! 

Looking for investors, 
manufacrurers or 
partners. 

Take a stand at 
The Intentions Fair, 
London, March 6th 
to 9th. 

TeL 01202 762252 
Fax. 01202 765009. 
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science 


Fusion: do we have the spark? 


technoquest 





iV bsr&fence'L^ 


The holy grail of 
power sources 
remains a 
money-hungry 
and frustratingly 
elusive beast. 
Charles Arthur 
tracks its 
progress 


W ill fusion ever be a viable 
source of energy? U's a 
question causing a great 
deal of turbulence in the fi^on 
community. A proposed new £4 bQ- 
lion fusion reactor, called Iter, 
would ne^'er woilc, according to 
recent theoretical research from 
the US. 

The research, by a joint team 
from the Universit}’ of lexas and 
Princeton Universi^. suggests that 
inside a reactor large enough to gen- 
erate power by fusion, the random 
motions of the superheated hydro- 
gen “plasma" would reduce its effi- 
ciency so much that Iter (Intcma- 
lionai Thermonuclear Experimental 
Reactor) “wouldn't wor^ and by a 
substantial number", according to 
Michael Kotsebenreuther of the 
UnKersity of lexas. 

But that claim has been disputed 
-“in the pasL no theoretical model 
has effecdvely predicicd the future," 
said Miklos I^rkolab, director of the 
Plasma Fusion Centre at the Mass- 
achusetts Institute of Technology. 

VVliile the scientists row. it's clear 
that the political will to back fusion, 
which has swallowed up truly 
tremendous amounts of money tn 
the past 5U years, remains firm. Only 
last week, the European Commis- 
sion issued a statement, based on an 
internal evaluation report, which 
said that “to maintain Europe's 
leading position in fusion research. 
Iter should be built in Europe." It 
gets better, in political terms - Italy 
has expressed interest in being the 
reactor's host country. 

Hie cynic's view of fusion as a 

f lower source might borrow a 
amous economist's remark about 
the stability of the Brazilian econ- 
omy: “It Des in the future, and 
always will do." 

Leaving that question aside for a 
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The chamber made: the successor to the Jet reactor, with its intricate workings, may have to have a volume ^ght times lar^r to attain ignition 





moment controlled fusion reactors 
would be the answer to many 
prayers. 

Fusion is the process that powers 
the sun. The simplest form crashes 
hydrogen atoms together to produce 
helium and, crucify, some energy. 
While the centre of the sun is dense 
enough and hot enough to power 
the process using pure hydrogen, a 
fusion reactor on Earth would have 
to operate using a mixture of deu- 
terium and tritium - hydrogen 
atoms with, respectively, one and 
two neutrons in their nuclei. 

At the right temperature and 
density, the electrostatic repulsion 
of the l^drogen nuclei is overcome 
by the “strong nuclear force", and 
the deuterium nucleus fuses with a 
trithim Dudeus to produce a helium 
nucleus (two protons and two neu- 
trons), while giving off a neutron 
and a burst of energy. 

In principal, enough energy can 
be produced to make the reaction 
setf-sustaininc the important thing 
is to get to a high enough value of 
what physicists ^ the “triple prod- 


uct” - the multiple of the tempera- 
ture, particle density and time - to 
rontinue the reaction. The tenmr- 
ature must be between 100 ana 200 
million degrees Centigrade: the 
density at least 2 x 10^' partkles per 
cubic metre: and the reaction time 
at least 1 second. Ignition follows 
and everyone cracte c^n the diam- 
pagne. 

So far, nobody has managed that 
They are oommg doser, though. In 
1991, the Joint European Ibrus 
(Jet) at Culham, near Oxford, pro- 
duct a triple product onty six times 
too low to reach ignition. That may 
sound like a long way ofC, except that 
eight years before that, the state of 
the art rested 700 times away from 
the ma^c number. And in reaching 
that one-sixth figure, the plasma in 
the Jet generate a 1.7 megawatts 
for about two seconds - the first 
time a significant amount of fusion 
power had been generated in a 
magnetic confinement device. It 
was stfil. however, far short of the 
amount of energy poured in. 

The problem wim achieving igni- 


tion is that at such high tempera- 
tures, the l^drogen turns to plasma 
and has to be heated and held in an 
electrom^etic “bottle" by pro- 
cesses which requires vast amounts 
of energy. Whenever Jet isabout to 
run a major expieriment, it has to 
alert the National Grid, lest li^Ls 
dim aU over Oxfordshire. 

The physics of containment, and 
of the motion of the particles, is so 
incredibly complex that it has taken 
50 years to get to a point where suc- 
ceK - a conunerdal fusion reactor 
- is still 50 years away. And if the 
predictions of the turbulence 
effects are correct it's even further 
off. William Dorland. who did 
some of the new work, told Physics 
World: “It's good news, bad news 
and extra good news. The good 
news is that fusion physicists for the 
first time really understand some- 
thing about the process of turbu- 
lence. The bad is that the present 
operating mode for Iter wouldn't 
meet expectations by a large mar- 
gin. The extra good news is that 
once physicists understand a phe- 


nomenon. they can exploit that to 
make the machine better." 

If fusion could work, it has huge 
advantages over fission, and inde^ 
most other electricity fuels. The 
sources wxm’t run out soon. The life^ 
time electricity requirement of the 
average person in an industrialised 
country could be provided by 10 
grams of deuterium (which can be 
extracted from 500 litres of water) 
and 15g of tritium (produced from 
3Qg of Uthium, which is plentiful in 
the Earth's crust). 

It wouldn't contribute to the 
greenhouse effect or other atmos- 
pheric pollution. Malfunction would 
lead to a shutdown, rather than a 
“runaway". Finally, while spare neu- 
trons wiU create some radioactivity 
in the reactor structure, it will have 
a short half-life, and won't require 
the geolo^cal u'mespans of dis- 
posal requued for fission waste. 

But fusion, or at least ignition, 
remains on incredibly elusive target 
Europe remains in the lead in 
research, having in the post lOyears 
put eight bQlion ecu (about £10.6 bH- 


lion) into projects such as Jet “Jet 
^ continue until the end of this 
century and maybe into the next," 
says Martin Keilhacker, director of 
Jet. where another series of ejqier- 
iments will begm in a few wreeks' 
time, after rebuilding last year. He 
says that approachii^ ignition is a 
process of diminishi^ returns; to 
achieve it would require a reactor 
twice as big in ea^ dimension. 
That means it would have a volume 
ei^t times bigger than Jet's the cost 
would protobly be 10 times greater. 

Iter, if it works, would aim even- 
tually to bum hydrogen for about an 
hour a subsequent reactor would 
aim for continuous operation. The 
step after that would be a commer- 
cial fusion reactor - but that, says 
Professor Keilhacker, is "probably 
50 ye^ or so ftom nowT. 

Hiis raises the question - bow can 
we be sure that the political will to 
build fusion reactors ^ remain? “It 
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theoretically... 


Don’t peel that grape. A team at the 
Universi^ of Illinois at Chicago reckems . 
that a sut^ance called resveratosl, found 
in grape skins, may prevent cells turning 
cancerous and inhibit the spread of cells 
which are already malignant. 

The team conducted hundreds of tests 
looking for anti-cancer compounds in 
foods that were widely available. In a 
study published in the latest Science 
magazme, they found that the grape 
came out besL But now the provisos; 
resveratrol has been tested only in cell 
cultures and laboratory animals. Still, the 
results offer the promise eventually of 
developing pills that wrfll defend against 


of the gene, discovered in 1995. predis- 
pose a woman more to ovauian than breast 
cancer. 

The finding could help refine genetic 
tests, making them better predictors of 
whether a woman with a family history 
of breast cancer will get the disease. 
“This observation may ultimately be 
important in the counselling of women 
at risk of cancer due to BRCA2." said 
Simon Gayther in the January issue of 
Nature Genetics. 


Is 1^ universe scruciured like a giant 
honeycomb, with clusters of galaxies dot- 
ted through 3 regular pattern of voicte? 
That's the idea put forward ty an interoa- 
tiwial team whose findings - that there are 
star ^tems roughly every' 391 million 
light years - have surprised others. The 
study, in last week’s Nature, revealed “a 
quasi-regular, three-dimensional" pat- 
tern in the distribution of galaxies. 


cancer 


The iflsease-causli^ effects of the 

BRCA2 breast cancer gene depend on 
where it is mutated, according to 
researchers at Addenbrooke's Hospital, 
Cambridge. Mutations toward the middle 


P^haps PrP - the protein which in 
its “rogue" form causes mad cow' disease 
and CJD - normally plays a role in the 
immune ^tem, suggest a team at the 
Institute for Animal Health in Edin- 
burgh. They compared ordinary mice 
with others that lacked the gene that 
codes for PrP. and found that normal 
mice produced up to twice as many T- 
cells (white blood cells essential to the 
immune operation) as those lacking 
prions. 


Albert Ejnstein, a scientist you may 

have heard of. apparently calculated the 
possibility of “gravitational iensing" -• the 
perceived bending of light from a'^distant 
star by the gravity of a nearer, more mas- 
sive object - in 1912. almost 24 years 
before he wrote a paper on the topic. A 
reconstruction of e^‘ research notes has 
found that Einstein discarded the idea as 
something that coul^’t be confirmed 
empirically. But leasing is an important 
astrophysical consequence of his general 
theory of relativity, publi^ed in 1915; and 
it was confirmed bv observation in 1979. 
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27 Dish of butter finished by 
English family (7) 

28 Miss a chance to spell it 
out (3.4) 


ACROSS 15 

I Why get punishment (4.3) 

5 There’s little to be said for IS 
this role (3.4) 19 

9 1 almost despair of finding 

shelter (5) 21 

10 More or less fair amateur 

(Mntest (4.5) 23 

) 1 Latin poet's broken 

promise (9) 25 

12 Miunds like recognksed 

situation (5) 26 

13 The wTong way to catch 
champion swimmer (5) 


Find record remaining by 
the end of the day (9) 
Irregular lines ? (4,5) 

In addition, money goes 
on second instruments (5) 
F^rc lacking an element 
ofcolour (5) 

Fascinating look round 
Channel 4 (9) 

Take out one K'x inside 
that's different (9) 

Firm in Skelmcrsdale pro- 
vides capital (5) 


DOWN 

1 Switch energy' into train- 
ing dog (7) 

2 Everyone’s now together, 
suddenly (3.2^) 

3 Show dfsapproval of loud 
noise Pole makes (5) 

4 About to enter with the 
German's answer (9) 

5 Scholar's found b>* the 
Italian chap (5) 

6 Great delict as team 
leader managed to play 
(9) 

7 Only American's let out. 
we bear (5) 

8 diild's effort is out of key 
and wobbly (7) 

14 Sw'ears journalist is ring- 
ing carrier (9) 

16 Dispatch spring flowering 


plant (9) 
17 Or 


me lot aim to create up< 
set (9) 

IS Fail to start following hcb- 
iiation (7) 

20 Can't hear you give an 
opinion (5.2) 

22 Thus j3ut in order for 
cleaning device (5) 

OIH Inv'it Kir/I 


ss Old love bird swallowed 
one (5) 

24 Arrive on lime and is trav- 
elling light, apparently (5) 
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‘eelneck’ 


Keep your phone, keep your number, keep your line. In fact, aU you 
subtract with Mercury SmartCalJ is between 20-39% off BTs basic rate 
on all internatioiul economy calls of five minutes and over.FreeCall 
0500 500 366 and weTI give you the figures for your home phone bill. 
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Mercury SmartCall. 
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You don't have to be a genius to see how much you'll save. 
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velidays and any time iivekatds. 
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